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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Dear Members and Friends of the Trinity Family,
April 12th is Easter. I have written Easter season Newsletter articles for over 30 years , but never has there been a 
situation like the one we face with this virus. I am comforted knowing that we face this as a church family in 
God’s care. I gave an earlier version of this last Wednesday in my Midweek Musings. Much has changed 
including the fact that the Session met virtually and extended the suspension of worship services through the end 
of April, which regrettably cancels Easter.    
Frequently asked questions:  

1. Are we sure we can meet again by the First Sunday in May? Answer: We do not know. Everything 
changes daily and sometimes hourly in the national and local settings. 

2. Is there some way to have an electronic or live stream service? Answer: With “Shelter in Place” 
recommendations in effect we will have to be creative in order to do this. Jana, and I, by email, will 
continue to compose a bulletin which we will post online, and mail to those without electronic resources.  

3. Will sermons be available? Answer: Both a full printed text and a shortened video version is available 
on the website for each week’s sermon, at trinitypressc.org. 

4. What about Music? Answer: Nicki, Jana and I are working remotely to provide video links to the hymns 
and service music found in the bulletin. Nicki’s husband, Donald, who is a trained lector will record parts 
of the worship service and post it.  

5. What about Community Groups that meet at Trinity? Answer: The Session is working to develop a 
policy. However with “Shelter in Place” rules in effect, virtually all of our groups have gone, well…virtual.  

6. What about Wednesday night AFC shelter? Answer: They have developed rigorous policies and 
priorities for cleanliness and food handling and at this time are continuing to serve those who are without shelter.  

7. Without worship services what about prayer needs? Answer: We do have a prayer team. If you have a 
prayer need you can email the church at trinitysc@sbcglobal.net or call the office or me.  

8. What about the Church’s Finances? Answer: Trinity is currently in a strong financial position with 
good short term reserves. However even with no worship we still have building maintenance, insurance, 
staff, foreign and local mission costs. You are encouraged to mail pledges in if you are able. Many 
Trinitarians are already mailing contributions in, and we are very, very grateful.  

9. What about Church Members in Financial need? Answer: The deacons have always dealt with the 
human needs both inside and outside our congregation. If you have a need contact the office, myself or 
Gwen May the chair of Deacons.  

10. How can we enjoy Easter in the midst of all this? Answer: The message of Easter is Hope, Jesus beat 
death and with God’s help we will beat this. When this is past I hope that we can celebrate Easter with all 
the drama, music, pageantry we had planned including the famous Easter Egg hunt.   

11. How can we be positive in all this? Answer: Ephesians 3:20 has been my guide in both prayer and  
action these last few days: “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”  

 Warmly, Pastor Larry

http://trinitypressc.org/
mailto:trinitysc@sbcglobal.net
http://trinitypressc.org/
mailto:trinitysc@sbcglobal.net
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Holy Week & Easter
April 5 - Palm Sunday

10:30 A.M. 
Don’t miss the ‘Palm Procession” and special music  

as we celebrate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  

April 12 - Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service 7:30 A.M. 

at the Blanchard Home 
Don't miss this wonderful seaside communion service 

followed by a tremendous buffet and fellowship  

April 9 - Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae Service 6:00 P.M. 

We remember the last supper and the events of Good Friday  
with a dramatic Tenebrae communion service.  

April 12 - Easter  Sunday
10:30 A.M. 

We proclaim the incredibly good news of the resurrection with sermon,  
songs and sacred music, followed by an “all generations” Easter Egg Hunt.  
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Report of Session Meeting of March 10, 2020
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Emily Duffus, Jeff Lawton, Richard 
Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Larry Vilardo, Moderator.   Excused:  Chuck Cobery 

A quorum being present, the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. 

Reflection:  Session read and discussed Luke 24: 1-12. 

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of February 11, 2020 were approved. M/S/P 
Eighteen (18) people took communion on Wednesday, February 26, 2020. 
Fifty-nine (59) people took communion on Sunday, March 1, 2020. Communion for April 5, 
2020 will be George Bunch, Debbie Bates, Glenn Joy, and Marta Narus. 
Communion for April 9, 2020, Maundy Thursday was approved and servers are Ellen Bauerle 
and Marta Narus.  

Correspondence: Session reviewed and discussed the letter from Ryan Althaus regarding the baptism 
of Ethan.  Session happily agreed we should honor Ryan’s request to have a baptism on May 24, 2020.  
M/S/P   

Pastor’s Report:   Larry’s life has been focused on getting his wife Lorraine healthy. There have been 
more people outside the office making life a little frightening for Jana, our office manager.  An 
additional dead bolt was added to the inside of the office door for additional protection.  

Presbytery:   The schedule of the future meetings is: 
Saturday May 2, 2020 at Trinity Presbyterian Church San Jose 
Saturday September 19, 2020 location TBD 
Saturday November 21, 2020 at Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Deacons:  The Deacon report was provided and reviewed.  The Parish luncheon has been rescheduled 
for some later time, to be determined and subject to the Coronavirus status.   

Administration: Session reviewed the Budget vs Actual Budget year to date through February 29, 
2020.  We are in good financial condition.  Session accepted the budget report.  M/S/P 
The cameras being used to monitor the grounds have been working successfully.  One was stolen 
recently and Chuck Cobery is working to replace it. 

Safe Church Training:  Jana Daley has this up and running and will be contacting people needing 
training.  Chad Bell and Larry Vilardo have taken the training recently. 

Mission:  Mission Committee meets on Friday, March 13, 2020.  Jeff gave a report on FEAST (UCCM) and 
recommended we give them the $4,000 we have been holding from 2019 and then take them off our mission 
budget going forward in 2020. 

Worship and Christian Education:  Session had long discussion on the Coronavirus and how we 
respond.  It was agreed to table the decision on Easter Sunrise Service at Blanchard’s, and to discuss 
and vote on that Sunday March 29 based upon how things are proceeding.  Session also discussed the 
Lenten dinners and how we proceed. The plan is to have one person bring and serve soup and bread.  
M/S/P.          (continued next page)  
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(continued from previous page)  

Pastor Nominating Committee:  The committee is continuing their search for a new pastor.  Session 
voted to approve new minimum and maximum amounts for the “effective salary” (housing plus 
salary) range for a new pastor.  M/S/P  

There being no further business, it was M/S/P the meeting be adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  The meeting was 
closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14, 2020 in the Fireside Room.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Charlie May 
Clerk of Session 

After this meeting, upon the advice of the Presbytery of San Jose on dealing with the Coronavirus, 
Session voted by email to suspend all worship activities until at least Easter Sunday. M/S/P 

Trinity is Searching for a Manse

When Trinity’s Pastor Nominating Committee formed and 
began their initial discussions, one of the early and key 
items to be addressed was the high cost of housing in 
Santa Cruz, and its obvious impact on the search process.  
As all of us living in the area know, the cost of housing has 
always been high, but has increased dramatically over the 
past few years.  Over the past twelve years Trinity has 
employed our pastors on a three-quarter (3/4) time basis, 
due to our inability to budget the salary and housing 
compensation for a full time pastor.   

In trying to find a solution to this housing dilemma, Trinity began discussions with the Presbytery of 
San Jose, our governing body of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  After several discussions, it was 
clear that the Presbytery sincerely wanted to support Trinity’s continued Christian ministry in Santa 
Cruz for the next many generations. However, Presbytery was also able to see the roadblock we 
described.   

(continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

One of Presbytery’s mission efforts over the past several years has been to support Reverend Ryan 
Althaus’ urban ministry (Sweaty Sheep).  Although Ryan has used Trinity’s facilities occasionally for 
different events, Ryan has no actual premise in Santa Cruz from which to organize or manage his many 
endeavors.  Ryan was ordained as a Presbyterian minister in our church several years ago and has 
preached at Trinity on several occasions.  We agreed with Presbytery that Trinity and Ryan should be 
supporting each other’s urban and neighborhood ministries. 

Trinity drafted a proposal to the Presbytery, approved by Session, that included the following key 
points: 
- Trinity will hire a full-time pastor instead of three quarter (3/4) time. 
- Trinity will purchase a suitable manse (three bedroom - two bath) in the surrounding neighborhood 

for an amount not to exceed $1,014,000. 
- Trinity will provide its existing cottage (currently rented out) for use by the San Jose Presbytery in 

its urban ministry, currently being led by Rev Ryan Althaus and his Sweaty Sheep ministry. Trinity 
will support and collaborate with Ryan on this ministry.  

- Trinity will provide $200,000 from savings toward the manse purchase 
- The San Jose Presbytery will provide the $414,000 from the Vintage Faith graceful dismissal funds, 

and up to $400,000 from Presbytery assets toward the manse purchase, for a total of up to $814,000. 

As can be easily grasped from the information above, Presbytery is being extremely generous in 
helping Trinity solve a long time predicament. This gift helps Trinity hire a full time pastor now, and 
should help Trinity congregations for a long time into the future.  

A manse search committee was set up and includes the following individuals:  Nancy Cobery, Emily 
Duffus, Gwen May, and Bob Scott.  The committee has looked at several houses but there are not 
many currently offered in the price range.  During the search, the question came up regarding what 
would be considered “in the neighborhood”?  The reasoning of why we believed the manse should be 
close to the church included: 

- Trinity wants to be part of the neighborhood, included in its activities, discussions, and a partner in 
finding solutions to its many problems.  A pastor actually living and interacting with, and 
understanding the problems of the neighbors near the church would be good.  

- Trinity needs to grow its membership. It would be great to have new families. A pastor actively 
engaging with and helping solve the problems of the neighbors should naturally attract new 
congregants. 

- Trinity wants to be a good environmental steward.  Having a manse close to church will reduce 
vehicle trips for decades. 

We are excited about the prospect of a new Trinity pastor and a new Trinity manse. We put our faith in 
God to lead us in the right directions. 
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Gwen’s “Chicago Fire” Chili
Ingredients:  
3 lbs ground beef (12% fat)  
2 medium onions, small dice  
5 cloves garlic, minced  
1 Tablespoon salt  
3 bay leaves  
2 teaspoons dried basil  
2 teaspoons oregano  
2 teaspoons cumin  
2-3 Tablespoons hot chili powder  
1 6 pound can of diced tomatoes, 102 ounces  
4 15 ounce cans of kidney beans, drained  

Brown the ground beef in a Dutch oven. As the 
meat begins to brown break it up into small 
pieces and add the chopped up onions and garlic. 
When the meat is browned and cooked through, drain off any excess fat. Add the spices and the big can 
of diced tomatoes and bring to a nice simmer. Taste as it simmers and add any extra chili powder you 
might need. I like it spicy. After 30 minutes of simmering add the cans of kidney beans, let them heat 
up. Remove the bay leaves before serving. Makes 10 -12 servings. 

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

One Great Hour of Sharing
We will be collecting one of our 4 annual special offerings 
on Easter Sunday.  Normally we would have an insert in 
the bulletin for the previous 2 Sundays, and there would be 
a moving Minute for Mission from someone on the 
Mission Team.  It would be so eloquent that you would be 
moved to donate millions..   

This is where your imagination comes in.  Close your eyes 
and picture those bulletin inserts.  Calm your mind and 
hear what would have been a very moving Minute for 
Mission.  

We are all frustrated by the “Shelter in Place” rules, but 
instead we should all be grateful the we have a “place” in 
which to shelter! This offering helps people who are not as 
fortunate.   

Please feel free to send in a check to the church office so 
you can donate to this very special offering.   
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April Birthdays
     7 Ann Carle 
  14 Diana Dean 
  16 Leon Wong 
  19 Laura Brothers 
  21 Sally Sams 
  24 Loren Edwards 
  30  Barbara Christie 

April Anniversaries 
 8 Glenn Joy & Kathy Willott 

14 Gary & Jennie Edwards 
19 Kent & Marie Imai 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call the 
church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 

An Update from the PNC
Dear Trinity Family, 

The Pastor Nominating Committee, with 
Session’s approval, has updated our Ministry 
Information Form to reflect that we are now 
looking for a full-time pastor, rather than either 
full-time or part-time, and that the church is in 
the process of purchasing a manse. Also, the 
salary range had to be adjusted to match these 
changes. 

We are continuing to read resumes and 
communicating with prospective candidates. 
Although we are not free to discuss our work, 
we do very much appreciate and are thankful 
for your continued encouragement and prayers. 

In faith, 
Kathy, Lee, Ellen, Jeanne, George

Newsletter Articles Due
April 21 - Newsletter available May 3 
May 19 - Newsletter available May 31 
June 9 - July/August available June 21 

In Loving Memory
Our dear friend Barbara Morris passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 23, 2020.  
There are no plans for a memorial at this 
time. 
       Cards can be sent to: 

Hal Morris 
22 Ortalon Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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Non Prophet Corner
Darrell W. Yeaney 
Biblical Socialism  

It may come as a bit of a surprise, even shock to see the two words “biblical” and “socialism” appear 
together in the title of this essay. The word “biblical” suggests a sacred source; the written ground of 
our religious faith, while the word ‘socialism’ evokes an economic philosophy that has been adopted 
by most European countries though rejected in the USA.  However, the educated Christian mind may 
reflect on biblical passages, in both the Old Testament and the New, that recommend, even command 
an ethic and community practice of sharing the wealth accumulated by some to all, especially to those 
in need. 

The Old Testament reports God’s call for a moral code of wealth sharing in a common community that 
stretches well beyond charity to a periodic dividing of wealth accumulated by some  to all members of 
the community. The “Year of Jubilee” was indeed a time of jubilation because the divine law 
commanded the redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor 

Jesus, who was raised in this Hebrew tradition,  made it clear through many parables that those who 
merely allowed their wealth to accumulate for their own use were defying the will of God. Think of 
the parable of the rich man who built bigger barns to store his wealth with the aim to “eat drink and be 
merry;”  (Luke  12:16-20) 

In our modern American political-economic system called “capitalism,” people are encouraged to 
follow a contrary and self-serving economic system of valuing the accumulation of wealth and  
passing it on only to their heirs, or if generous, to a few chosen “charities.” 

However, imagine how different our society would look if Biblical-Socialism were to become the 
standard “law of the land.” The rich and super-rich would be required, through tax law, to have their 
excess wealth redistributed so that there might be: universal health care, free education to the level of 
one’s ability, the end of homelessness and hunger. 
Might the Christian Church, with its many millions of members, be a force for bringing the “Kingdom 
of God on earth as it is in heaven,” by championing  some form of Biblical Socialism  in our time? 

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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Book Club
Book Club will meet as usual on the 3rd Monday evening of April at 7:00 pm 
in the Fireside Room.  Of course these plans will be dependent on the status of 
the coronavirus. 

April - “The Water Dancer” by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
May - “Silent Patient” by Alex Michaelides 
June - “Lucky Boy” by Shyanthi Sekaram

�

All Church Retreat at Mission Springs,  October 9-11, 2020  
Friday evening to Sunday noon. We hope most of you will be able to come, enjoy the lovely 
mountain setting, fellowship and activities together, climaxing with Sunday morning worship 
at Mission Springs.  We hope many can stay for both nights, but all are welcome for any and 
all daytime meals and activities,  which will be detailed as they are planned. 
In order for the church to make a reservation, please indicate the number in your family who 
would like to attend overnight, or if you will be attending during the day only. This is not a 
binding commitment and no deposit is due now.  We have budgeted funds for the deposit and 
to reduce the cost of attendance for all and to provide full scholarships as needed.  Daytime 
participants will pay $10 day use fee plus cost of each meal ($11-14) whereas for overnight 
guests these costs are all included and will be heavily subsidized to encourage more to 
participate in the full weekend experience together.   

If you have any questions, feel free to ask George, Ellen, or Larry.   

Please email the church with the names of your family members who will be attending, and if 
you will be staying overnight or just joining us during the daytime.  trinitysc@sbcglobal.net 

Fourth Tuesday Luncheons resume Tuesday, April 28th
Our April 28th Fourth Tuesday Luncheon will feature Rev. 
Ryan Althaus, speaking about his “Sweaty Sheep” ministry, 
including the Homeless Garden Project and their plans for 
expansion, as well as several other alternative ministry 
projects.  Come learn about these unique projects and future 
plans for a cooperative ministry with Trinity.  Invite a friend 
or neighbor and enjoy lunch, an edifying program, and 
fellowship.  Noon in Fellowship Hall.   

mailto:trinitysc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:trinitysc@sbcglobal.net
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Looking for a Personal Local Mission Opportunity? 
Providing a simple lunch for the volunteers who are constructing new 
homes is a wonderful way to do your part in responding to the housing 
crisis in our community. Habitat for Humanity is about to finish the last 
of the 7 new homes on Los Esteros Court and will soon launch a more 
ambitious project of 11 homes for low income families on Harper Street 
in Live Oak.  
It takes just a little effort and a little cash (although reimbursement is an 
option). You can work alone or with a friend. It’s a great way to 
demonstrate appreciation to the carpenters, plumbers, masons, painters, 
and other construction crafts for their volunteer labor. You will have an 

opportunity for a behind-the-scenes tour of the homes at various stages of 
completion. And you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you had a part in providing housing 
for a low income family. 
For many years, Trinity has fulfilled its commitment to Habitat to provide up to a dozen lunches on 
the first Tuesday of each month. You are invited to contact Lee Duffus (831-295-3025) for more 
information and to join the Habitat team. 

CONSIDERING YOUR LEGACY
Since its founding over 80 years ago, Trinity has been the 
beneficiary of several bequests from the estates of some of its 
former members. Have you considered your legacy to Trinity? 

Legacy gifts to Trinity are invested with the Presbyterian 
Foundation, and the interest earned is used from time to time 
for special projects and current needs of the congregation. 
Trinity’s account balances with the Foundation totaled nearly 
$70,000 as of January 1, 2020. 

Russ Hobbs and Lee Duffus will be happy to meet with you to 
discuss the various ways that your legacy gift can be made. 

If you have already made a bequest to Trinity in your will or estate plan, please let either Russ or Lee 
know of your intentions for its use so that your wishes can be respected and honored.  

Just For Grins
A driver is struggling to find a parking space.  After 45 frustrating 
minutes, he begins to pray.  “Lord,” he says, “I can’t take this any 
longer.  If you open up a space for me, I swear I’ll give up gambling 
and go to church every Sunday”.  Suddenly, the clouds part and sun 
shines on an empty parking spot.  Without hesitation, the man says, 
“Never mind, I found one!” 
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April 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

2
Lenten Series
5:30 p.m. 
Fireside Room

3 4

5
Youth Group
5pm

6 7
UFO  
9am Youth Room 

8
 

Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

9
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service
6:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary

10 11
Sweet Pea
9:00 a.m, Y &FS

12 13 14
Admin
4:30 p.m. 
Session
5:30 p.m

15

Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

16 17 18

19
Youth Group
5pm

20
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Fireside Room

21
UFO  
9am Youth Room

Newsletter 
Deadline

22

Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

23 24 25
Sweet Pea
9:00 a.m, Y &FS

26 27 28
4th Tuesday 
Luncheon

29

Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

30
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

April 12 Darrell Yeaney Bob Scott Jeanne Baker Easter Lilies 

April 19 Chuck Cobery George Bunch Donut Hole Sunday Lenore Spalaris

April 26 Ed Sams Nancy Cheney Ellen Bauerle Marta Narus

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

Sunday Saints
                                Lector      Greeter                  Coffee                          Flowers

April 5 Communion Servers
George Bunch, Debbie Bates,

Glenn Joy, Marta Narus


