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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Now brothers and sisters, we do need to write to you about the times and the seasons.  1st 
Thessalonians 5:1 

When I was a pastor in a rural agricultural area I observed that calendar time was more important than 
clock time.  The farmers had to sense when the time was right to plant, to harvest, or to pause.  

Most of us have lived our lives in urban or suburban settings in which clocks rule the world. Every 
minute and every second is maximized. Our phones will even alert us with travel times to different 
events. I still get those now meaningless calculations.  

The whole world has been put on pause. We have been thrown into a world of seasonal time. There is 
pre-covid and post-covid. There is summer and winter and planting season.  

The Scriptures understand the world through this seasonal perspective. Everything from the annual 
celebration of Passover to the Christian celebration of Easter and Holy Week is rooted in the 
Scripture’s understanding of times and seasons.  

Right now we are in a difficult time and in a season of trial and terror.  

But it is also a season for seeking our Lord. It is a time when we can develop our sense of when to 
pray, when to share, when to listen, when to speak and when to be still. 

This is a strange gift; but it is a gift.  Let’s not miss it. 

Peace to all whom I miss so much at Trinity! 

Warmly, Pastor Larry 
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Report of Session Meeting of May 12, 2020
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff Lawton, 
Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Larry Vilardo, Moderator. 
A quorum being present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. 

Reflection:  Session read and discussed Acts 17:  22-31. 

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of April 14, 2020 were approved subject to 
corrections. M/S/P 
Pastor’s Report:  Larry has been making phone calls to church members.  He indicated this is a good 
time for finding people at home who are willing to talk.  He has learned that the church is filled with 
gardeners, quilters, and bakers.  Larry encouraged everyone to make phone calls during this pandemic.  
Jeanne Baker has completed making over 400 beautiful masks which she has been providing to church 
members and the community!  

Deacons:  The Deacons will be meeting by Zoom in the next few weeks. 

Personnel:  Lucy is now working three days, for a total of nine hours per week.  She has been 
working on big cleaning projects such as all of the church windows and screens. 

Safe Church:  Emails have been sent and people are completing the safe church training!  

Administration:  Session reviewed the budget. Trinity continues to be in good financial condition due 
to the faithful giving of our members during this difficult time, approximately $4,000 ahead of budget.  
Although income is down, spending is also down. Session accepted the budget report.  M/S/P 
The administration committee is working on repairs to the Narthex ceiling, the steeple, and possibly 
installing a water cooler to replace the fountain in the Sanctuary building hallway. 
The cameras being used to monitor the grounds have been working successfully.  Chuck Cobery 
continues to do a good job keeping an eye on the church security. 

Worship and Christian Education:  Sunday worship online continues in good fashion. Everyone is 
enjoying Niki’s music. Thanks to Ellen Bauerle for all her hard work in making this so successful. The 
Bible studies and Coffee Hours by Zoom have also been successful and well attended. Larry will 
begin a new Bible Study online beginning Thursday, May 28th at 1:00 p.m. 

Mission:  The Mission Committee has a meeting scheduled for Friday, May 15th at 2:00 p.m. by 
Zoom.  

Outreach:  The Outreach committee met by Zoom last month. They discussed all of the different 
methods of communication the church is planning and using during the pandemic.  Their next meeting 
is scheduled for May 22nd. 

Pastor Nominating Committee:  The committee is continuing their search for our new pastor, 
they indicated the work is moving along in good fashion.  Session voted and approved the 
compensation package for the new pastor
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New Business:  Session discussed having separate online pay-links for people wishing to make regular 
contributions, Deacon contributions, and/or special offerings.  

Session voted to suspend “in church” worship but continue online worship through the end of June 2020, 
and to reconsider this at the next Session meeting as the pandemic circumstances dictate. M/S/P 

Session approved a resolution to allow Robert Scott to apply for a Payroll Protection Program loan from 
the Small Business Administration.  

There being no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer at 6:30 p.m.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, 2020 by Zoom. 

continued from previous page

Book Club
Book Club will meet via zoom in June.  
The book for the month is “Lucky Boy” by 
Shanthi Sekaran.  As always, we will 
Zoom on the 3rd Monday evening at 7pm.  
Check Trinity announcements for the link 
to join us.  “See” you then.

Photos Of How We Spend Our Time 
During ‘Shelter In Place’

Ellen Bauerle is collecting pictures of how 
Trinitarians are spending their time during the 

quarantine, to be displayed during on-line 
worship services.    What projects are 

you working on? Please send a 
picture or two to Ellen at 

ellenhbauerle@gmail.com. 

mailto:ellenhbauerle@gmail.com
mailto:ellenhbauerle@gmail.com
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June Birthdays
1 Chad Bell 
 Susie Barnes  
17 Mary Ann Hobbs 
 Truett Bobo 
18 Cliff Brothers 
20 Jake Eschen-Pipes 
24 Bethany Eschen-Pipes 
28 Fred Tomlinson 
29 Rosie Bell 
 Ed Sams  

Lenore Spalaris 

June Anniversaries 
3  David Gomez & Jane deVette 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call the 
church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 

Santa Cruz al Salvador Fund a Latrine 
Because we won’t be seeing you in person during this time of 
the pandemic, we still hope that we can raise some money 
toward the funding of composting latrines in El Pilar.  

There are so many benefits to the latrines: health, sanitation, 
privacy and eventual production of fertilizer for the crops.  

The most recent ten latrines were done entirely by the members 
of the community with local supervision. And so, in addition to 
the above mentioned benefits, there is pride of ownership not 
only of the latrines but with the successful completion of the 
project site.  

Your support is needed. Please make checks payable to Trinity 
Presbyterian Church with “latrines” in the memo portion and 
mail to:  Trinity Presbyterian Church,  420 Melrose Ave, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 
“Poetry and Life”   

He never knew what was wrong with him, until one night 
he chopped up his bed for firewood. It was more comfortable that way. 

And then another night, a year later, it came roaring up the street at him as a sunset. 
Witter Bynner 

What sort of nonsense is this? Funny perhaps, but surely nonsense and without meaning. This might be 
our first impression.  However, I’d like to offer another more serious interpretation: A symbolic insight 
into our human condition.

As complex human beings we are both part of nature - evolved biological creatures with enlarged 
brains – but also part of the deeper spiritual reality – connected to God via our souls. As such we have 
both a conscious, sensual awareness of the time-bound material world around us and also an inner 
conscience and spirit  that relates us to the eternal world of God.

Like the person in the poem, at times we never know what is wrong with us. Some of us are in a 
constant  state  of  anxiety,  “troubled” with  our  life  and life  in  general.  We are  conditioned by the 
demands and standards of the world  - be rich, be successful, be beautiful, be recognized, be smart, be 
famous. These cultural standards continually pull and push us out of our true calling, our true Self, 
created by God and for God.  So, like the person in the poem, we “never know what is wrong” with 
ourselves.

However, at a deep unseen level, our conscience - our soul – keeps calling to us in our dreams, night 
dreams or day dreams. And this inner disturbance may drive us, like the person in the poem, to “chop 
up our beds” - our place of dreams – for firewood in order  to relieve and rid ourselves of our troubled 
conscience.  It is “more comfortable that way.”

Some of us do this physically.  We leave the church and religion and all things that remind us of values 
and  morality,  of  truth-telling,  compassion  ,  honor,  justice,  and  other  constraints  on  our  drive  for 
“success.” Others do it privately, secretly pretending to be persons of honor and integrity but driven by 
weakness or ambition.  

But sometime later, perhaps in another night of dreams - near “sunset” - it comes “roaring up the 
street” at us.  Of course, “at sunset” suggests that we have wasted our lives, our time, our energy, our 
talent, being “comfortable,” free of a troubled conscience,  because we cut ourselves off from our own 
soul – the “bed” we have “chopped up” -  the deeper eternal reality of our lives. 

The poem is a call  to wake up – to begin to understand what  “is wrong with us” and to let the 
sometimes uncomfortable voice of God in our hearts call us to a truer, deeper more integrated, faith-
filled life of service in and to the Kingdom of God both within and around us.  May this poem be for 
all of us both a humorous but serious wake-up call to live more courageously even if less comfortably.
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Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

Granny’s Coffee Cake from Jeanne Baker 

Cake:     Topping: 
2 beaten Eggs   1 cup Brown Sugar 
1 cups Sugar    4 tsp. Cinnamon 
1 cups Milk    4 tbsp. Flour 
4 tbsp. Oil    4 tbsp. melted Butter  
2 cups Flour    1 cup chopped Walnuts (Pecans or any other 
1 tsp Salt       kind of nuts you prefer, or none at all.) 
4 tsp Baking Powder 

Combine eggs, sugar, milk and oil. Add flour, salt, and baking powder. Mix well and place in 
greased or sprayed with Pam®, 9 x 13 pan. Sprinkle with topping and Bake 20-25 minutes at 375 
degrees. 
For Wilton Cake Pan (12” X 15”): (For Coffee Hour) 
Double all of the above and bake 30 – 35 minutes.

Faith, Ethics, and Social 
Concerns Forum
2020 is a major election year in 
America and Trinity’s Faith, Ethics 
and Social Concerns  Forum will 
focus on the issue of voting rights, 
voter suppression,  the problem of 
“gerrymandering”, and Electoral 
College reform. California Assembly 
Member Mark Stone and Santa Cruz 
Attorney William Rentz will speak to 
these issues and answer questions. 
This on-line  Forum will take place on 

a date to be determined later.  Please send your questions to the church office by email, phone or 
letter as soon as  possible.  
              trinitysc@sbcglobal.net.     831-423-8995     420 Melrose Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95062

mailto:trinitysc@sbcglobal.net
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
mailto:trinitysc@sbcglobal.net
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If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

The Midweek Bible Study Class is going to resume via Zoom on 
Thursday, May 28, at 1 PM.  

Our subject will be the book of Revelation, sometimes called the Apocalypse.  We will be using 
Elaine Pagel’s book, “Revelations, Visions, Prophecies and Politics in the Book of Revelation”. 
https://www.npr.org/2012/03/07/148125942/the-book-of-revelation-visions-prophecy-politics   It was 
a New York Times bestseller so there are plenty of new and used copies available on-line and in e-
book format. This class will last five weeks. If you don’t have time to read the first chapter before the 
first class here is a link to a Youtube lecture by the Dr. Pagels.  https://youtu.be/I0-reoYHKUw  
 
There is a 5 minute video on Genesis at the beginning, then she lectures for a half hour on Revelation 
followed by a Q and A session.  Email Pastor Larry at trinityscpastor@sbcglobal.net  with questions.     

https://www.npr.org/2012/03/07/148125942/the-book-of-revelation-visions-prophecy-politics
https://youtu.be/I0-reoYHKUw
mailto:trinityscpastor@sbcglobal.net
https://www.npr.org/2012/03/07/148125942/the-book-of-revelation-visions-prophecy-politics
https://youtu.be/I0-reoYHKUw
mailto:trinityscpastor@sbcglobal.net

