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Years ago while working at Napa Covenant Church the Pastor 
and I used to vie for the strangest piece of mail that we received 
in a week. It was a bit of a contest. One week I had mail that 
described an alien invasion and encouraged me to warn my 
parishioners. It came complete with hand drawn stick figures of 
several aliens and their ships. However that did not win the 
contest. The senior pastor won. He received a “Lenten Country 
Music Worship Planner”. The promoters of this proclaimed, 
“What better time to use country music than when we were 
supposed to focus on suffering and pain?”, which they stated (I 
think accurately) country music stars had developed into an art. I 
just thought it was weird. I realize now that it was partly or 
perhaps completely because I do not care for country music.  

However after reading this passage in Acts, I believe I should 
rethink my artistic and cultural prejudices.  Paul was a trained 
Rabbi. The one thing that would repulse him would be idol 
worship. Yet here he comes onto Mars Hill where there is a field 
of idols literally covering the landscape. Paul could have said a 
lot of negative things, in fact he was experiencing great angst, 
like I might at a country western concert.  Instead, after seeing 
idols covering the landscape as far as the eye could see he 
remarks, “I understand that you are very religious”. This phrase 
has a double meaning. It could mean, “you are overly 
superstitious” or “you are very devout”. 

Paul then sees one idol which says “To an unknown God”.  It 
could have been placed there because the Greeks believed in so 
many gods they did not want to miss one, like in a bulletin when 
you list everyone and say, “And if I missed any others, I thank 



them also”. Paul says, “It is this unknown God that I proclaim to 
you.” 

Paul doesn’t stop at respecting their statuary art. He actually 
quotes two Greek poets. In quoting their poets he makes the 
point that we are God’s children, and if we are his children, God 
is alive, just as we are, for in him “we live and move and have 
our being.” 

He mentions that God has created all the earth they see, and the 
way times, seasons and nations play out is in his hand. Within 
that context God desires that we seek him, in the complexities, 
changes and unfolding of our lives events, we are groping after 
him, but we can find him, because he wants us to do so. God is 
not making it tricky. Paul then states that death will not rule for 
all time, but life will prevail. For the end of history will come 
with the one who rose from the dead, even Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Paul came to Mars Hill day in and day out and constantly 
interacted with the philosophers, even though they dubbed him 
as strange and alien, a Babbler or Parrot of strange gods. Notice 
the plural. Some commentators think that the Greeks thought 
Paul was speaking of two Gods “Jesus" and the “resurrection” 
when he spoke. Communication between cultures was difficult 
at best.  

But what did Paul do? He respected their viewpoints, building 
on them instead of dismantling them. He kept at it, talking with 
them every day. When they became so curious that they hustled 
him up to Mars Hill to challenge his ideas, he stayed cool and 
did not develop an us- them strategy.  



Instead he said, “In him (God) we live move and have our 
being” 

Notice the “We”, Paul was saying we are all in this together, 

and by quoting from their literature they could relate. 

The implications are obvious for us. We live in a world not 
unlike Paul’s. People are groping to understand the times and the 
seasons and the politics of nations. People are interested in every 
new idea that comes up. The majority of people have not been 
raised in Christian homes, and many people have never been in a 
church and have not read the Bible. Right now they are asking 
where God is. The answer is with them. This pandemic shows 
clearly what Paul stated, we are all in this together. No one is 
immune from this pandemic. Rich and poor, young and old, are 
all in the same situation. In every nation God is seeking people, 
he is with them already, living in their hearts and thoughts and 
minds as a gentle whisper. 

Many of us have  heard this parable, but it bears repeating. 

When a person looked back on their life they saw two sets of 
footprints in the sand. One for themselves, and one for Jesus. 

But in the hardest times there was only one set. When the person 
asked Jesus why he abandoned him during hard times, he said, 
“I didn’t, I carried you. Those footprints are mine.” 

During this tough time the footprints of our Lord are everywhere   
for as Paul makes clear, whoever we are, wherever we are, and 
whatever we have done, “In him we live, move and have our 
being”. For that extreme grace of our Lord I give thanks. 


