
August 9, 2020 
Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus Walks on Water  Sermon:  Looking to Jesus  
Theme: In the storms of life we need to look to Jesus.  

We have had a series of incredibly tragic events in the last few months. 
The Covid pandemic rages on. A prophetic voice for justice, John Lewis, 
passed away. Families are flooding food banks in the face of economic 
instability. The Black Lives Matter movement has kicked up a political 
storm. The after effects of Desert Storm are still with us. Real storms 
from global warming threaten all life on earth.  There are storms! 

Is there anything that the Bible has to say to address these issues? The 
public does not think so. Since the beginning of the pandemic Bible 
reading has declined precipitously while “doom scrolling”, the act of 
surfing social media looking for bad news, has skyrocketed.  Yet scripture 
is as relevant this week as when it was written, especially today’s passage 
about walking on water. 

It is familiar not only to Christians but to society in general. When we say 
that someone can or is “Walking on Water” we ascribe incredible powers 
to them. In this passage and the surrounding sections of Matthew, Jesus is 
shown at his most powerful. The disciples, at the time, needed him at the 
top of his game and so do we. A few chapters back a voice for social 
justice as powerful in his time as John Lewis was in ours, John the 
Baptist, has been cruelly murdered for political reasons. Jesus and the 
disciples are being followed by huge crowds of sick people seeking 
healing, as many are seeking healing today. The crowds that follow him 
soon run out of food as many have run out of food today. Jesus and the 
disciples split up and, like in any good horror movie, when the main 
characters split up bad things happen. The disciples are caught in a literal 
storm that strands these seasoned fishermen far from shore with the wind 
against them. Yet in all this Jesus is shown at his most powerful. He takes 
on the mantle of John the Baptist teaching about the justice of God. He 
heals crowds of sick people, and he feeds 5,000 men plus an uncounted 
number of women and children with the miracle of the loaves, a miracle 



so powerful it is mentioned in all four gospels. He then walks on water. 
Following this he heals all who were brought to him if they could even 
touch the hem of his cloak! Of all his acts of power the walking on water 
is perhaps the most puzzling. When people are hungry or sick the 
compassion of Jesus is ignited. However, in this passage the disciples 
became stranded in the lake because Jesus impelled or commended them 
to get into the boat. He then leaves them going up to a mountainside to 
pray. Preaching, teaching, and feeding the multitudes, took a lot out of 
Jesus; he was fully divine but he was also fully human and subject to 
fatigue.  

The disciples, although familiar with boats as commercial fishermen, 
were also human. They were trapped against the wind in the middle of the 
sea trimming the sails, rowing for their lives, and still being thrown 
around. 

There was real danger that the disciples of Jesus would not make it to the 
other side. They had been out there since before the sunset until early 
dawn. It was a long, arduous, and dangerous night. While they are 
fighting the waves, they look up to see Jesus strolling by the ship, literally 
walking on the water, and not calm water. He is kind of hanging ten 
surfing the waves of the storm. He would not be an unusual site in Santa 
Cruz. However, in the middle of the Sea of Galilee near dawn it was 
absolutely terrifying to the disciples. They cry out in fear thinking he is 
ghost, perhaps the ghost of surfers past. Then the text becomes almost 
humorous. He is walking literally around, sort of strolling on the sea and 
he says not only “Do not be afraid” but “Be cheerful”. It is like the old 
song “Don’t worry, Be happy.”  

The text, after taking a mildly humorous twist, takes a bizarre one when 
Peter says, “Lord if it is you, tell me to come to you and the water”.  You 
would think that Jesus would say, “You are kidding me, just stay in the 
boat, I will be right there.”  But no, Jesus says, “Come on out”. For a 
short time Peter does walk on water, but seeing the wind, which 
according to one text variant was “gaining force”, he began to sink. Here 
the language draws a picture of Peter bobbing up and down and with each 



bob he sinks a little lower and each time he comes up a little slower. On 
one of his coming up motions Jesus grabs his hand and says “O you of 
little faith, why did you doubt?” When they climbed into the boat the 
wind was spent. There is an image of the wind giving Jesus its best and 
Jesus besting the wind, as he will always give us his best when times are 
tough. When Jesus gets in the boat they all drop at his feet and worship 
him. I visualize them on a small boat all laid out on the floor, but they do 
get safely to shore. When they arrive, nothing has changed. There are still 
crowds of sick people that Jesus heals. What happened here? Why did 
Jesus compel them to get into the boat and row out in the middle of a 
storm. Weren’t there enough challenges with the sick, the hungry, and the 
death of John the Baptist? I believe Jesus did this to show that even in the 
face of a severe storm we can leave shore, knowing that if we keep our 
eyes on Jesus, he will be there for us.  

We are facing as many storms politically, socially, and environmentally, 
as the disciples did. But we can face those storms if we keep our eyes 
upon Jesus. We, like the disciples, need to know that Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. He had the power to heal and to help 
then, and and he has the power to heal and to help now. 


