
August 23, 2020 
Exodus 1;8-2:10     Sermon: Parting the Red Sea of Racism  
This incredible passage in Exodus shows that racism, classism, and oppression of a large group of 
people is nothing new. This passage clearly exposes the dark powers that drive racism: greed and fear. 
Right now, in our country, our own greed and fear is being exposed by the Black Lives Matter 
Movement. African Americans and other people of color are taking the brunt of the pandemic and yet, 
by virtually every statistical category, they have been prevented from sharing in our country’s 
blessings. This is out of fear. Voter suppression is clearly targeted at the poor and minorities in order to 
strip them of what little power they have. A recent quote shows how racism runs rampant. A politician 
recently wrote this. “The suburban housewife will be voting for me. They want safety and are thrilled 
that I ended the long running program where low income housing would invade their neighborhood 
(the other party would install it) in a bigger form with Corey Booker in charge”. Clearly this was an 
appeal to racism driven by greed and fear.  But the hardest part of what is going on today is how the 
obvious must be re-litigated. I know that many people will say, “Well we are just trying to protect 
suburban housewives and home values, is that a bad thing?” I am sure that Pharaoh said he had no 
racial problems with the Hebrews. It was a matter of national security! He was just protecting the 
vulnerable Egyptian housewives from those dangerous Hebrews who might invade their neighborhood 
and lower the equity in their pyramids. He also accused the Hebrews of being completely unpatriotic. 
They would turn against Egypt during a war!  Egypt needed to protect their borders. This ridiculous 
rhetoric of racial hatred driven by fear and greed is still with us today. But God parted the Red Sea of 
Racism then, and our prayer is that God will do so now.  

I have been reluctant to preach on the racial divide for fear of dividing folks at our church. However 
after seeing what is transpiring in our country, I must say something. The Red Sea of Racism must be 
parted.  

I need to share a few personal notes. I understand how hard it is to see the obvious when you are in 
power. Before cell phone videos I simply did not believe that African Americans were treated the way 
they are. I could not handle, nor absorb, such a travesty of justice as happens in our country virtually 
every single day. I need to repent of my reluctance to accept racially driven distortions in the actions 
and attitudes of police and leaders. Every time I see a cell phone video I want it to reflect outliers that 
are not a symptom of systemic racism, but the evidence is overwhelming. Racism is not a slow trickle, 
it is a Red Sea,  red with the blood of the slain.  

I also would like to share a personal story. When I was young I had thick curly jet black hair and was 
often mistaken for a Latino immigrant. Once while bringing back a gold earring set for repair, the clerk 
said, “Where did you get these earrings?” I replied, “Here, I have a receipt.” which I produced. The 
clerk then said, “This receipt looks very suspicious, how did someone like you afford jewelry like 
this?” Completely unaware of the racist subtext, I answered, “I have a job, I saved up some money and 
I bought them.”  The clerk replied. “Mr Veee-yardo, we can do this the easy way or the hard way, do I 
need to call security?”  Up until that point I had no idea what was going on, because I could not believe 
there was that kind of racism in our country. Once I realized what was happening, I had a different 
view.  Once someone tries to drown you in the Red Sea of Racism it is hard to dry off.  That is how it 
was in the time of Moses. The Egyptians reaction to a demographic change in their country was to 
double down on hatred and oppression on the group that threatened their power. Our country is seeing 
demographic changes and it is always difficult for those in power to see that power challenged.  

Let me quote a recent Pew report  



“At the same time, when asked about projections by the U.S. Census Bureau that a majority of the U.S. 
population will be nonwhite by the year 2050, about half of Americans say this shift will lead to more 
conflicts between racial and ethnic groups. And about four-in-ten predict that a majority nonwhite 
population will weaken American customs and values, larger than the shares who say it will strengthen 
them (30%) or will not have much of an impact (31%).” 

The Bible is terrifyingly contemporary in addressing issues. Our text says the Egyptians came to dread, 
literally “loathe” the Hebrews. Not because of anything that had did, but because they feared them. 
They treated the Hebrews shrewdly, that is, they put slave masters over them that were large, cruel and 
sweaty and had them build large Royal and storage cities. But the more they oppressed them the more 
they multiplied. So fear grew, and the Egyptians actually decided to practice infanticide. The Hebrew 
Midwives were not afraid. They rescued the children. For these behaviors the Lord of heaven and earth 
gave them families, the Hebrew phrase is  literally "built their houses up”. That is, prospered them in 
every way. This text is the beginning of Exodus and it is important to know that God does take sides, 
the side of the powerless against the powerful. At the end of Exodus, God parted the Red Sea and 
drowned the Egyptian  Army. God parted the Red Sea of Racism then, and he can do it again.  

However, events of leading to the parting of the Red Sea were set in motion when a human being made 
a courageous choice and  said yes to life instead of death. 

Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and saw the basket containing Moses, and opened 
it, and exclaimed, “This is one of the Hebrew babies”. She either knew that because of circumcision, or 
because the pitch on the basket was the same stuff used to build Egyptian cities. Pharaoh’s daughter 
knows the royal edict, she knows the consequences. But it says she felt compassion for the child.  She 
was probably right on the edge of a decision either way, when Moses’s sister says, “Shall I get one of 
the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” “Yes,” she answered, Yes to life, Yes to justice, Yes to 
history, Yes to God. We can follow her example and say Yes to God. When God parts the Red Sea of 
Racism, we need to act.  

Our scriptures are full of directives to say yes to the other. In Genesis, God created humankind, all 
humankind in “God’s image”. Leviticus 19:34 states, “The alien who resides with you shall be to you 
as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: 
I am the Lord your God.” 
In the New Covenant Scriptures in the Book of Acts the Spirit falls upon Jews and Gentiles and no less 
a personage than Peter says, “I see that God is no respecter of persons”. In Ephesians Paul says that the 
“dividing walls of hostility” have been broken down by Christ. He also lists what many people consider 
a baptismal liturgy when he states in Galatians, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”. Revelation, the final book in the 
Christian Scripture describes heaven as a place where “I saw a great multitude that no one could count 
of every tongue and tribe and nation” praising God.  

We need to return to the intent of the Lord’s prayer which is prayed by every tongue and tribe and 
nation on earth, and begins with, “Our Father”. We are truly all brothers and sisters and to see the world 
in any other way is not consistent with the overwhelming witness of Scripture.  

We must not drown in the Red Sea of our own foolish racism in this country. We must walk across to 
the side of justice, equality and love. With the current social unrest, the sea has parted and we can no 
longer stand on the shore. 


