
June 14 2020 
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Romans 5:1-8 Peace with God   
Sermon: The power of God’s Peace
Theme: We can have peace even in these turbulent times. 
The application of the message of the book of Romans changed the world through 
Augustine’s, Luther’s, and Wesley’s reading of it during pivotal times in the world’s 
history. We are at such a pivotal time. This passage can teach us to expand our 
horizons of hope as we cope with today’s challenges. Paul begins by saying, “Having 
been justified, therefore out of faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”
The key to this passage is understanding Paul’s definition of peace, or Shalom from 
the Jewish Scriptures. For us peace means an absence of conflict. We use phrases 
like “peace and quiet” or “rest in peace”.  Which shows that even someone who has 
passed away can experience our idea of peace, which is a withdrawal from, or a 
ceasing of, conflict. 
The Jewish idea of Shalom is not a withdrawal from conflict but an engaging in 
productive conflict between two or more parties which leads to a productive outcome 
for all. A good illustration would be a Silicon Valley brainstorming team, or vaccine 
researcher teams, who challenge each other at every point to move things forward. 
The best example, and one we all hope for, would be bipartisan political negotiation, 
which ideally would improve legislation. The saying “One sword sharpens another” 
illustrates this. When I lived in a military town it was about “the mission”. To plan a 
mission successfully, in any setting, it is important that all parties seek truth, lay ego 
aside, and understand a common goal. The Christian’s common goal is to glorify God. 
So how does Shalom work in this passage?
Because “We have access by faith in which we stand”, we are invited into the presence 
of Christ. We are in relationship with the divine and, even though that relationship can 
be rocky, it is productive.  Like two friends who can stand together and begin to 
understand each other.  Dare I say it, it allows us not only to engage God in prayer but 
to question him like Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, Elijah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel often did. 
Relationships of love acknowledge the importance of all parties. We are then not 
boasting in our works, but in the hope of the glory of God. As our confessions state, 
“The chief purpose of human beings is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.” To interact 
with God and each other with the love overflowing in our hearts, given to us by the 
Holy Spirit, is to experience joy.  
Now we take on the section of this passage which is the most difficult. “We boast in 
tribulation, knowing affliction makes patience, which produces endurance, which 
produces character, which produces hope, which does not disappoint.”



Boasting in tribulation sounds cringe worthy, like, “You think you have it bad? Listen to 
this!”  That kind of talk will cause people to run away from you at social gatherings, 
even before Covid 19. I always resented this verse. However, let’s break it down. If 
Shalom with God is a complex interaction that challenges and refines us because we 
are in God’s presence, then we can “talk about our troubles” with our Lord,  and 
tribulation is something we can learn from, something that can move us forward. In 
Silicon Valley there is a saying, “Everyone is going to fail so fail quickly”. In other words 
move on after learning something. We see this in Vaccine tests, many or most of them 
will fail, but each of those failures will teach us something about moving forward. 
Tribulation in the Jewish Scriptures carries the idea of limited horizons, or being closed 
in without options. While salvation, for Israel, carried the concept of open horizons. We 
have all felt that walls are closing in, while we shelter in place. We are all craving for 
open horizons.  But Paul is saying that the walls closing in will not crush us but will 
refine us, will open the horizons of hope as we learn to cope. 
This is no small thing. It cost our Savior his life. Paul says while we were without 
strength Christ died for us. That word, translated “without strength”, is used in the 
gospels for groups of people that Jesus healed. In other words when we were infirm, 
not only sick of heart, soul, and body, but irreligious, it was at that moment Christ died 
for us. So it is only by God’s grace that we can practice the Shalom of peace, of lively 
and thoughtful interaction and interplay with our Lord and others that produces works 
for God’s glory.
Paul follows up with this, “Very rarely will someone dare to die, but on behalf of the 
righteous some might even dare to die. But while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us.” 
Now that is love. Love that today, in the midst of this crisis, is less rare than ever 
before. 
In our society we now see first responders, medical personnel, essential food and 
transportation workers, police and protesters who are risking their lives for the 
righteous and unrighteous.  Recently, in Georgia, people risked their lives to vote. In 
Ben Lomond there was a homeless man known now as the “Red Shirt Guy” who 
helped apprehend one of the suspects in the tragic death of Deputy Sergeant Damon 
Gutzwiller. Gutzwiller himself, who in his career as a law enforcement officer, risked his 
life for the righteous and the unrighteous.
This pandemic is terrible. It is tribulation in the classic sense of squeezing us in and 
limiting our options and collapsing our horizons. However, the practice of God’s 
Shalom, brisk interaction with our Lord, can lead us to understand brisk interaction with 
others, which will expand our horizons of hope.  And that is my prayer for everyone at 
Trinity Presbyterian.


