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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

“(Jesus said) “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” But Joseph and Mary did not understand what he was saying to them. Then he went down to 
Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”  John 2:1-5 

The parents of Jesus were searching for him because they were separated at the Passover when he was 
twelve years old. When they found him he was not engaged in misbehavior, or even simple play, he was 
debating with the religious leaders in the Temple courts and holding his own.  

May is Mother’s day and we are reminded that Mary, the mother of Jesus, had a lot on her hands in 
dealing with a very precocious lad, can we say, “Son of God”?  Jesus was clearly an unpredictable and 
unique child. Mary could never forget that her firstborn was the result of a virgin birth. Now He is in 
the Temple hanging tough with all the top scholars, and this at twelve years old. Talk about a charter 
school. After this event Luke says “But his mother treasured all these things in her heart”. Many believe 
much of Luke’s gospel was from the eyewitness of Mary. 

In this time of quarantine many of us are separated from our own children, or parents, or grandchildren. 
Mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters are keeping in touch by zoom or Skype or Facebook but there will 
be no family get togethers for Mother’s Day.  There will no taking Mom out to her favorite restaurant. It 
is a difficult and complex world that families are faced with today and we don’t know for how long.  

We need to treasure in our hearts every moment that we have spent with our family while playfully and 
prayerfully looking forward to when families will no longer be separated.  This virus can help all of us 
appreciate every single minute that we have spent with our loved ones. It is a difficult and challenging 
Mother’s day but Jesus, (and his mother!) knows what we are going through and He is with us through 
it all. 

Peace, Pastor Larry
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Report of Session Meeting of April 14, 2020
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff Lawton, 
Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Larry Vilardo, Moderator. 
A quorum being present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:40 p.m.  

Reflection:  Larry led a discussion about John 12:1-8. 

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of March 10, 2020 were approved. M/S/P 
Session reconfirmed approval of communion at home during the Coronavirus pandemic.  The original 
approval for this was done by Zoom videoconference on March 24, 2020.  During this March 
videoconference Session had voted to suspend worship through May 1, 2020. 
Three congregants have passed away over the past weeks:  Barbara Morris, member;  Gwendolyn 
Doyle, guest;  and Betty Loveland, guest. 

Presbytery Report:  The schedule of the future meetings is below: 
Saturday May 2, 2020 at Trinity Presbyterian Church San Jose (Zoom meeting) 
Saturday September 19, 2020 location TBD 
Saturday November 21, 2020 at Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Pastor’s Report:  Larry has been providing the Sunday worship services online for the past several 
weeks and will continue doing so until worship at the church is possible.  He sends a mid week update 
for the congregation and has been visiting shut-ins and the sick. 

Deacons:  The Deacon report was provided and reviewed.    

Personnel:  Lucy was rehired and has been working one day a week.  As the FCS is sheltering in 
place and not currently using the church we probably won’t need Lucy’s service as often. 

Administration:  Session reviewed the Budget vs Actual Budget year to date through February 29, 
2020.  We are in good financial condition.  Session accepted the budget report.  M/S/P  The cameras 
being used to monitor the grounds have been working successfully.  One was stolen recently and 
Chuck Cobery is working to replace it.  

Safe Church Training:   Jana Daley has this up and running. Larry will give Jana the names of people 
to contact for the training (Session and Deacons and anyone working with children). 

Mission:  The Mission Committee has not met but will be meeting by Zoom in the future weeks. 

Outreach: Sally Sams has volunteered to assist the committee with Trinity’s Facebook 
communications after she retires this summer. 

Worship and Christian Education:  Session gave compliments on the effort being made to provide 
Sunday workshop online. Session requested the opportunity to hear additional music performed by 
Nicki, our music director.  Session voted to suspend worship through the end of May 2020 and relook 
at when to open up as future circumstances dictate. M/S/P  
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Pastor Nominating Committee:  The committee is continuing their search for our new pastor.  The 
committee typically meets a couple of times a week and is reviewing over 160 Pastor Information 
Forms. 

New Business:  Session voted to have Bob Scott look into the Federal government disaster funding by 
the Payroll Protection Plan. Larry will check into the relief we should be receiving from the Board of 
Pensions.  M/S/P 

Session discussed the two ongoing Bible Studies being held by Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  
Larry will have information on these studies be communicated to the church, and have links provided 
online for anyone wishing to participate. 
  
There being no further business, it was M/S/P the meeting be adjourned at 6:40 p.m.  The meeting was 
closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 12, 2020 by Zoom. 

continued from previous page

Our Finances During This 
Unusual Time 
Our church is far more fortunate than many 
these days.  For the past few years we have 
been in a strong financial position with 
significant reserves.  Of course now we are 
facing a situation that our planning never 
anticipated.   

Rental income, which is more than 25% of 
our annual income has been cut off.  The 
preschool is closed, outside groups that 
regularly meet are not doing so and our tenants in the Poplar Street house have been laid off.  Our 
expenses remain essentially unchanged.  The primary expense of salaries continues as the staff is busy 
keeping the church alive during this critical time for so many.   

Many members are mailing or delivering their regular giving to the church, but overall income from 
this source has dropped significantly.  For those who can continue to donate please be aware how 
important it is right now.
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Newsletter Articles Due
May 19 - Newsletter available May 31 

June 16 - July/August available June 28 
August 18 - Newsletter available Aug 30 

May Birthdays
  2 Mary Blanchard 

 Kostas Spalaris 
   3 Harry Blanchard 
   4 Venus Nienow 
   6 Veronica Christie 
   7  Carolyn Brothers 
   8 Greg Blackwell 
  22 Larry Vilardo 
  23 Jennie Edwards 
  29 Jesse May 
  31 Patricia Parshall 

May Anniversaries 
   1 David & Jeanne Baker   
  17  Larry & Lorraine Vilardo 
  25 Jake & Kathleen Eschen-Pipes 
  29 Reed & Sunshine Duffus 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call 
the church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 

THANK YOU SWEET PEA! 
A big thank you to all of the wonderful 
Sweet Pea ladies for making and 
delivering the attractive face masks to our 
congregation!!  What a lovely and timely 
thing to do for those of us who don't sew.  
They are much appreciated!! 

The Sweet Pea Group continues to make 
masks. In addition to our congregation, we 
are also supplying masks to the Homeless. 
If you haven’t already gotten one, we have 
one waiting just for you. And we deliver! 
So if you need one, please call Jeanne at 
(831) 359-5741. Don’t be shy! We want 
everyone protected. We love you all dearly.
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 
Patriotism vs Nationalism 

Patriotism and Nationalism: these two terms express related but distinguishable human 
attitudes and behaviors which have existed in human societies far back into antiquity.  

Nationalism is defined by Webster as “identification with one's own nation and support for its 
interests, especially to the exclusion or detriment of the interests of other nations.” 

Patriotism, on the other hand, is defined as “love of one’s country; or devotion to the welfare 
of one’s country.” 

The tribal societies of antiquity, including those described in the Bible, were clearly of the 
“nationalist” variety. The Old Testament prophets railed against the “nationalism” of Israel out 
of a patriotism or love for their country. They understood, along with Jesus of Nazareth as 
portrayed in the New Testament, that to be “patriotic” was to demonstrate the love of God for 
all people. To see themselves as God’s “chosen” people was not a sign of privilege, but of 
responsibility. They were chosen to demonstrate what it meant to be God’s people, to be 
“Patriotic”, that is, to love and be proud of one’s country precisely because it kept high ethical and  
value standards toward “every nation (people) under heaven.”  

So today we can properly call our country “Christian” only if it sets high standards of value and  
behavior – love and justice - for all persons of every race and tribe (“nation”) under heaven. 

This places a high calling on all Americans who identify themselves as “Christian,” to express their 
patriotism through acts of love and justice; of valuing all persons and demanding that their 
government do likewise. Only then can we claim to be patriots but not nationalists, and thus, true 
followers of Jesus and the prophets.    

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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Book Club
Bookies had their first meeting via Zoom and it was terrific!  The next 
few months may be Zoomed as well.  Join us!!!  There will be links sent 
out in church mailings and all you have to do is click and you’ll be there!  
Oh….maybe you should read the current book as well. :). Meetings are 
always 3rd Monday evening at 7:00 pm. 

May -   The  Silent Patient    by Alex Michaelides 
June - Lucky Boy    by Shanthi Sekaran 

PNC UPDATE
Hello, church family! Your PNC hasn’t 
let the nasty virus slow us down. We are 
continuing our work full speed ahead and 
are becoming experts at holding Zoom 
meetings. We are thankful for your 
continued prayers.  
Blessings to all and please stay well, 

Kathy, Lee, Ellen, Jeanne, George 

Calling all Graduates

If anyone has a child or grandchild graduating from high school 
or college, the deacons invite you to give their names and 
physical addresses to Jana, in the office, or to Gwen May. 

And congratulations to all! 
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Administration Committee Doings
With church activities on hold, the administration committee has been at work behind the scenes to get a 
few projects completed: 1)  Two lights have been installed in the chancel to spotlight the flowers on the 
communion table. 2) David Baker has "sanded" down the raised sidewalk sections outside the 
courtyard's yellow gate. 3) Branches of the willow tree behind the Fellowship Hall have been trimmed to 
keep trespassers from settling in behind them. 4) A sliding bolt has been installed on the inside of the 
office door to allow Jana the ability to lock the door from the inside, should she feel threatened by 
unfriendly people. 

Projects still pending: 1) Determine the problem with the outdoor light behind the Fellowship Hall and 
correct it.  2) Look into replacing the defunct water fountain in the sanctuary building. 3) Repair the 
ceiling in the narthex, which was damaged by the leaking steeple last winter 4) Get a bid on correcting 
the steeple to prevent further leakage during rain storms. 

Kudos to Chuck Cobery who continues to monitor the security cameras round our property. To Charlie 
May who, along with our gardeners, keeps the yards weed free.
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                                                 An Update from Jeff and Christi Boyd 
I hope that members of Trinity PC and the wider Santa Cruz community will fare well through this 
pandemic. The government here in the Congo has taken strong measures quite early, closing schools, 
banning gatherings of more than 20 people, including worship services. Kinshasa, which has 90+ 
percent of the cases in the country is now isolated too. Flights, road and river passenger travel 
suspended. Yesterday there were 109 cases confirmed and 8 deaths, 3 recovered. The health ministry 
office of our partner church in Kinshasa is requesting help to purchase wash stations, masks, gowns, 
thermometers, etc. At this moment treatments are done at a central hospital, but overall, the capacity 
here is very limited. I heard there are 16 respirators for a city of 11+ million. Despite the strong 
measures taken by the government, the risk of spread in Kinshasa is probably high. People live day-to-
day by what they can make or sell and this makes it difficult for people to respect a strict stay at home 
request. The shutting of the borders of the city will hopefully slow considerably the spread to the rest of 
the country. Thankfully, there are not yet confirmed cases in the Greater Kasai region where 
Presbyterian mission work began 130 years ago, but I suspect it is just a matter of time. Still any delay 
leaves the possibility that experiments on treatments may yield some positive results in time for that to 
be used here. 

Christi and I are well. The PCUSA had requested mission personnel to return to the US. We are grateful 
that World Mission accepts that there can’t be a “one-size fits all” approach. Exceptions are allowed. We 
have requested to stay in Kinshasa with the understanding that we will isolate at home, from where we 
normally work anyway. We’ve been granted permission to do that.  Frankly, we think we would 
unnecessarily expose ourselves by entering flights and airports with many other people, and then having 
to navigate our way around some temporary lodging place in the US, needing to do shopping to set 
ourselves up for an extended stay.      (continued on page 8) 
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(continued from page 7) 

Our other PCUSA colleagues here in Kinshasa, likewise asked to stay. Larry Sthreshley and his wife are 
seconded to work with IMA World Health in Congo and their focus is on public health and nutrition 
programs. We just heard that the organization they work with has been offered a huge grant to try to 
coordinate a Covid-19 response in Kinshasa. 

Christi and I each needed to cancel trips to visit partners.  Christi was to go to Rwanda, which has since 
closed its borders. I was to attend an ecumenical forum in Cameroon about the crisis in the Anglophone 
regions. This was being organized by the WCC, All Africa Conference of Churches and the Presbyterian 
Church in Cameroon. I had to cancel the day before I was due to travel there. I very much regret that as 
the violent conflict in Cameroon has little international attention, while the vast majority of children in 
the Southwest and Northwest regions have been out of school for what is now the 4th year. 

Our kids are well.  Salome was in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. Her husband was visiting her when her employer 
– university in the Netherlands – asked her to consider returning to the Netherlands. They decided to do 
that, but ended up in an airplane with coughing passengers. They are nearing the end of their two weeks 
self-quarantine at their home. Naomi just finished her final medical internships in Ghana in December. 
With that she completed her medical studies and has her medical degree. She had several weeks of 
vacation in the Ghana in January, then visited my parents in California in early February before starting 
work as an E.R. doctor at a hospital in the Netherlands. She started just as Covid-19 was starting to 
expand there. Naturally, we’re concerned for her safety, indeed for all medical workers. Our son is able to 
do some of his work from home, the scheduling of guard service at different locations. He is also in the 
Netherlands. 

This of course has implications on the work.  Inability to visit some of the schools and churches to 
follow-up on projects. The need to put  on hold trauma healing training sessions, etc. 
Please pass our greetings on the congregation. 

    Jeff and Christi 
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Prayer Suggestion during this time of world wide pandemic
This suggestion for a daily prayer routine comes to us from Carol Trabing’s daughter.   

 9:00 a.m.  – Prayer for those infected with the virus and all those who are ill 
12:00 p.m. – Prayer for healthcare workers and those attending to the sick 
  3:00 p.m. – Prayer for first responders and essential workers 
  6:00 p.m. – Prayer for people of every nation and their leaders 
  9:00 p.m. – Prayer for those who have died today 



Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

Thoughts about our current situation…
Submitted by Paul Seever 
Our current concern about pollution from the virus has got me to thinking about this saying from 
Matthew 15:11. 

"it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this 
defiles a person.” 

Of course we are all rightly concerned about the possibility of becoming infected from the outside, 
and of infecting someone else, but it's well for us to remember that our inner thoughts, particularly 
our concern for one another and our ability to lead that concern toward acts of compassion, need to 
remain our primary focus.


