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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 NRSV: 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time to be born, and a time 
to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to 
break down, and a time to build up; 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; 5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7 a 
time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time to 
hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 

As we approach the Lenten season, I always turn to Ecclesiastes 3. In some ways, I think Lent captures all 
these times. Lent is a season for preparation, and preparation looks different for each of us. Lent invites us 
to reflect on how the Paschal mystery utterly transforms ourselves, our lives, and the world around us.  

Like every season this past year, this Lenten season will be a unique one. It stands apart, however, because 
it will mark one year in isolation, one year in lockdown, and the first liturgical season to be celebrated 
twice in isolation and lockdown. Covid-19 disrupted our world in 2020 right in the middle of Lent, 
meaning Easter was celebrated from our homes.  

I remember Easter last year vividly. In mid-March my seminary announced, like most other schools and 
universities, that we would finish the semester online, and all students were strongly encouraged to go 
home. By Easter I had moved from my seminary back home to NC and was still grieving the loss of 
finishing my degree with the community I built over those three years.  

This year, I am hopeful. We have been in this strange season a long time, and by now we are better 
equipped to make Lent in isolation a meaningful season of preparation for the Paschal mystery. The WCE 
committee, the Sunday morning worship team, and I are all working hard and thinking creatively to 
embrace this Lenten season and all that it offers.  

Continued on next page  
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Continued from previous page 

I continue to be immensely grateful to be here with you all – you have already taught me about the 
power of community, especially in this season. I look forward to this Lenten journey together. May 
Christ’s peace be with you all. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Katheryn 

Book Club
Join us as we Zoom to share our thoughts and opinions 
about the books we have read.  Here follows a listing of 
our future plans.  We always Zoom on the 3rd Monday 
night of each month at 7:00 pm and we always love to 
have new faces join us! 

February - “Caste” by Isabel Wilkerson 
March - “River of Doubt” by Candace Millard 
April - “American Dirt” by Jeanine Cummins 

And for extra credit, Lee Duffus recommends this book: 
https://thi.ucsc.edu/deepread/ 

Our Ash Wednesday service will be a pre-recorded service that will be uploaded to our Vimeo page. To 
supplement the pre-recorded service, we will be offering drive-by ashes. Pastor Katheryn will be in our 
church parking lot on Ash Wednesday from 3 to 4pm giving ashes. You can drive through the church 
parking lot and receive ashes while remaining in your car - don't forget to wear a mask!

https://thi.ucsc.edu/deepread
https://thi.ucsc.edu/deepread
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Report of Session Meeting of January 12, 2021
Elders Present:   Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff 
Lawton, Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Katheryn McGinnis, Moderator. 

A quorum was present and the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. with prayer. 

Time of Reflection:  Session discussed Matthew 2:1-12, “What does the Wise Men’s disobedience 
mean for us today?” 

Clerk’s Report:   The minutes from the Session meeting of December 8, 2020 were approved.   
M/S/P. 

Session approved the Year 2021 communions to be held on the first Sunday of each month in the 
upcoming year.  M/S/P 

Pastor’s Report:   Katheryn McGinnis reported that she has been working on the outline for the 
upcoming Bible Study. She discussed preparations for the Lenten Season. Ash Wednesday is 
February 17th. Katheryn indicated there was good feedback regarding the Christmas take home craft 
packages so she and Theresa Nelson have been making plans for Lenten craft packages tied to daily 
devotionals. Katheryn has been named a member of the San Jose Presbytery Committee On 
Representation and Empowerment (CORE) dealing with racial issues within churches, and the larger 
Presbyterian Church. She is working on the “Wide Awake” workshop sponsored by CORE. Katheryn 
attended her first board meeting of the Association of Faith Communities (AFC) and is excited to be 
included in that work. 

Personnel:  Debbie Bates reported that Lucy, our custodian is back at work, feeling fine after her 
bout with Covid.  She is back to living with her brother and sounded happy and well. 

Administration:  Chad Bell provided Session a review of Trinity’s financial reports. Chad also 
presented the 2021 Budget with some changes from the draft presented in December. We will be 
running a deficit budget in 2021 due mainly to reduced pledging and anticipated rental income, but 
we have reserves that will help us weather this downturn for a period of time. Session discussed and 
approved the proposed 2021 Budget.  M/S/P 

Mission:  Chuck Cobery reported the budget changes the Mission Committee made in an effort to 
reduce Trinity’s overall 2021 budget deficit. The new mission activities budget was reduced by 
$2,000, and we put zero funding for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance as Trinity made a significant 
contribution to disaster relief in late 2020. In 2021 we will be sponsoring a missionary new to Trinity, 
Tracey King-Ortega who is a mission coworker in Nicaragua and Central America. 

Worship and Christian Education:  The committee continues to work on worship activities, the 
Sunday service is now live and being communicated by Zoom. Recordings are also available on the 
church’s website. The committee meets this week to do Lenten season planning in addition to all of 
their other worship planning and Christian education work. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Nominating Committee:  The committee has met and determined the candidates to be nominated to 
fill the Year 2021 Session and Nominating Committee positions. George Bunch and Ed Sams have 
each agreed to serve a three year term on Session; Joanne Clever, Jane DeVette, and Lenore Spalaris 
have agreed to serve on the Nominating committee;  and Amanda Bell, Glenn Joy and Marta Naurus 
will serve three year terms as Deacons. Session agreed to have the installation service for these 
leaders on Sunday, February 7th. 

Session discussed the installation service scheduling for Katheryn that has been held up waiting for 
in-person church service. Session is agreeable to schedule this to be done online if Katheryn would 
prefer, so as not to have to wait longer. She will discuss this issue with leadership at Presbytery to get 
their counsel and insight. 

New Business:  Session discussed the possibility of a new sound system for the Sanctuary that might 
work with new video production equipment.  Session approved moving forward with determining 
options and costs to procure and install a new system. Ellen Bauerle agreed to discuss this at the 
upcoming Worship and Christian Education (WCE) committee meeting. 

This is Chad Bell and Jeff Lawton’s last Session meeting for this term. Session expressed its 
appreciation for their dedication and work over the past many years. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer at 6:50 p.m.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 5:30p.m. by Zoom. 

Santa Cruz al Salvador  
We want to express our appreciation to all the folks at Trinity who helped the families and the students 
in El Salvador with all the generous donations. At this time the baskets of needed items are being 
gathered and will be distributed to the families of our prayer children. Thank you.  

We do have a contact in the town of Suchitoto who will deliver letters to our community in Guillermo 
Ungo if you would like to send a letter to your prayer child. Our liaison in El Salvador, Robert will 
take the letters to the community whenever he travels to that area. This is not a regular event but it is a 
way to make contact.  Please mail your letters to:  

Robert Broz Moran  
8ta Av. Norte #9  
Suchitoto  
El Salvador Central America CP1415  

Thank you, Trinity, for your giving spirit.  
 Gwen May and the SCaS board  
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February Birthdays
 3 Florence Nuss 
 4 Cindy Watkins  
 5 Lee Duffus 
 8 Barbara Lang 
14 Chuck Latourette 
15 Byron Bunch 
 David Gomez 
26 Kathy Willott 

February Anniversaries 
13 Truett and Carol Bobo 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call the church 
office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 

Things That Make Us Smile

• Getting vaccinated!  
• Rain to help put out the recent fires 
• Good friends who support us when we are struggling 

Habitat for Humanity  
Donate your vehicle to Habitat’s car donation 
program, Cars for Homes, and help build 
strength and stability for families in our 
communities. Start your car donation to Habitat 
for Humanity Monterey Bay today online 
https://www.habitatmontereybay.com/donate-a-
car or call (877) 277-4344 for further 
information.

https://www.habitatmontereybay.com/donate-a-car
https://www.habitatmontereybay.com/donate-a-car
https://www.habitatmontereybay.com/donate-a-car
https://www.habitatmontereybay.com/donate-a-car
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 

“Mistakes and Sin” 
Recently, a writer friend, Michael Gillespie, has written an extended personal insight into the very 
common phenomenon of human  “mistakes” that are frequently made by persons and groups because 
of false assumptions and lack of information.   His analysis counters the charge of “conspiracy,” and is 
accurate and helpful for an understanding of many of the public mishaps such as the failure of our U.S. 
Capitol security force to prevent the mob takeover of the U. S. Capitol building on January 6th.   

However, there is another Important factor in this human frailty which all Christians should be aware 
of from their own personal experience. We call it “sin.”  Our foundational Christian document - the 
Bible - is clear on the subject. From the opening story of the expulsion from the Garden of Eden, to the 
screaming of the crowd at Jesus trial, “crucify him,” the factor of human evil or “sin" is evident. 

The evil in the human heart that leads us all to make “mistakes,” is also evident today in what 
psychologist Dr. Scott Peck described in his book, “The People of the Lie.”  This “sin” was publicly on 
display throughout the years of our last U.S. President.  But as Dr. Peck makes clear, “ the central 
defect of (this evil) is not the sin but the refusal to acknowledge it.”  

Our church’s worship services - and that of all traditional churches - always contains an essential item: 
Our acknowledgment or “Confession of Sin”.  While this is sometimes taken as a formality, it is meant 
to remind us of a reality in all our lives.  Indeed "God is gracious and just and will forgive us of our 
sins,” but God can do so only if we acknowledge them.   

This living formula: acknowledging our sin, humbly receiving God’s gracious forgiveness and  
choosing to live in the light of truth and honesty before our Loving God,  will greatly reduce our 
“mistakes,” and is the Way of Life in God’s eternal NOW. 

Seeking the Intercultural Church: 
An Adult Lenten Study 
We will be doing a 6-week Bible study on 
Thursday nights at 7pm during Lent. The study, 
written by Samuel Son, examines the biblical 
foundations for seeking the intercultural church and 
helps congregations understand the challenges 
many may face along the way. Ultimately, 
participants will spend the Lenten season working 
toward discovering and discussing the cost and joy 
of the spiritual discipline of repentance, and what it 
can look like for a congregation seeking 
intercultural transformation. Our first session will 
meet on Thursday, Feb. 18th at 7pm. 
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Trinity’s Library - Refreshed and 
Renewed 
Dear Members of Trinity, 
Long before I did my transitional work I wanted to 
volunteer in the church library. Below is the outline 
of a general plan. This plan is flexible and may 
change as people give me input. If you wish to do so 
email me at lvilardo@earthlink.net. 

Plan for the Library 
1. Remove all moldy and damaged Books.  
2. Remove inappropriate Books 
3. Remove dated or unreadable Books  
4. Shift Youth Books to Youth Room 
5. Shift Bible Study Books to Bible Study Room (Lectionary Study Books should remain in 

Library for Truett’s Class) 
6. Create a “Book Club” Shelf which lists all the book club books, and has a copy. 
7. Create a casual reading shelf for our shelterless folks.  
8. Create a game shelf for shelterless folks, like chess checkers, other games.  
9. Digitize all the holdings. I have discovered that there are apps for this. I need to do more 

research on this. 
10. Connect the library to our website. I don’t know if this possible. Once more I need to 

research this. Perhaps the library needs  it’s own website with a link. Once more I need to 
research  this.  

11. Do a survey of the congregation what would you like to see? 
12. Develop an acquisitions policy. I am thinking top New York Times bestsellers in religion 

and theology. 
13. Develop a use policy. 
14. Staff, and maintain library with volunteers, once covid recedes.  
15. Seek Funding Sources. 
16.  Keep the Library clean. 
17. Write an article or book review about a book in the library for the newsletter on a regular 

basis.  

With the help of some other folks we accomplished the removal moldy and unreadable books. We 
also have written inventory of all the books in the library currently that was accomplished by one or 
our shelterless friends, Matthew. Joanne has volunteered to donate her copies of  the book club 
readings.  

I am excited! 
Warmly, Larry Vilardo  

mailto:lvilardo@earthlink.net
mailto:lvilardo@earthlink.net
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February 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
1st Monday 
Book Club 
7:00 p.m.
Via Zoom 

 2  3 4 5 6

7 8 9
Session
5:30 p.m.  

10 11 12 13

14
Deacons Mtg

15
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Via Zoom 

16
Newsletter 
Deadline 

17
Ash Wednesday
Ashes 3pm- 4pm

18
Lenten  Study
7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

19 20

21
Faith Ethics 
Forum on 
Racism 11:30am

22 23
UFO 
9am Youth Room

24
Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

25
Lenten  Study
7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

26 27

28



Trinity Presbyterian Church 
420 Melrose Avenue 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

Phone: 831-423-8995 
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net 

Web: www.trinitypressc.org 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

Faith, Ethics and Social 
Concerns Forum
February 21 at 11:30am:  A Zoom Forum titled 
“Confronting Racism in Church and Society: 
Awareness and Action.” It will feature a panel 
discussion exploring the history and present 
impact of racism in the church. Presenters will 
be Rev. Katheryn McGinnis, retired professor 
Dr. Glenn Joy, and Father Nat Johnson.  The 
forum will directly follow our 10:30am 
Sunday service and will be on the same zoom link.  


