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During high school, I attended a youth conference.  On the last night of the 
conference, the keynote speaker preached on the feeding of five thousand 
with loaves and fishes. 
In trying to help us grasp how that sort of miracle could ever happen, he 
gave the analogy of a savings account. How when you put money in a bank, 
over time it gains interest, and slowly, over time, the amount grows.  
Now, gaining interest over time doesn’t feed 5,000 people instantly, but it 
shows that, with time, with patience - things can grow and multiply: our 
money, our families, our relationships, plants, and nature. We just need to 
give it time. 
This comparison expanded the story of the feeding of 5,000 for me 
immensely. It taught me the ways in which, I, in my ordinary, normal life can 
participate in Christ’s miracles.  
I think the parable of the talents is one that gives us this opportunity – to 
participate in the miracles of Christ in our ordinary life.  
In the parable Jesus tells the story of slaves who receive talents, or money, 
from their master and then multiply it.  
An initial read of the parable celebrates the two slaves who multiply the 
money given and severely punishes the slave who hides the money away. 
While this is true, as with all of Jesus’ parables, we have to dig a bit deeper 
to really understand the gravity of what Jesus is saying here. 
The master in this story is Jesus. We usually associate the master in this 
story with God – and this is not exactly wrong. Our triune God is God the 
Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. But by associating the 
master with God the son – we pick up more of the nuances in the parable. 
The master is Jesus because the master is present among the slaves, as 
Christ lived and was present among us. The Master is Jesus because the 
master leaves, and then after a time comes back– foreshadowing the death 
and then resurrection of Christ, and the time when Christ shall come again.  
The Master gives away talents to his slaves. During this time, a talent was 
roughly worth more than 15 years wages for a laborer. Just one was a huge 
amount. And the master gives away 5 and then 2 and then another 1. An 



overwhelming abundance. He gives it because he trusts them and entrusted 
his property to them.  
Jesus gives to us. He gives us overflowing grace. Grace that knows no 
bounds. And gifts that make us unique– gifts that we must use to do our part 
in the bringing about the Kingdom of God.  
The first two slaves in the story multiply what they have received. They take 
the gifts given and over time, with patience, they make the gifts even bigger. 
And then they are invited to enter into the joy of their master.  
The give back because they have first received.  
The third takes the gift given, the talent, and hides it. He buries it in the 
ground – a common practice to keep money safe – and leaves it there. He 
keeps it safe, but it does not multiply. Time passes and the talent remains 
safe but does not multiply. Because he did not take a risk, he is called 
wicked and lazy and the money is taken from him.  
Our faith requires action, it requires a bit of risk. Christ asks not that we bury 
the grace we have received, the unique gifts we have been given, but 
demands that we take the risk in order to multiply.  
In this season of stewardship, Jesus teaches us that we give because we 
first have received. Christ has bestowed upon us such overwhelming grace, 
in hopes that we take risks, and make it multiply.  
One of the important nuances of this story is that each slave is given a 
different number of talents. 5 and 2 and 1. And each brings back a different 
amount still. Yet it does not matter how much is brought back, only that the 
gift was continued. That the initial amount given was risked. Only that we 
gave because we received.  
Christ bestows upon us each different gifts. We all have different abilities, 
we carry different loads – and in the diversity that makes us beloved 
children of God – our gifts are not multiplied the same. And what a blessing 
that is. To know that we are not measured the same, but celebrated in what 
we bring – how we used what God gave us.  
I think sometimes we linger too long on the third slave – the slave that just 
hid the money. The punishment for him is harsh, but as Dirk Lange writes, 
“The third servant is not so much condemned as he condemns himself to a 
place—a life—that knows not joy, that knows only darkness and wailing and 



grinding of teeth. This place, as such a life, is self-created.” Christ did not 
leave him behind, no – it’s best understood as him burying himself along 
with the talent – into a world of darkness. 
He received but did not give. Did not make God’s grace manifest in 
multiplying.  
But the other two did. To me, this speaks more joy than we give ourselves 
credit for. Most of us do, in our own ways, multiply what we have received, 
and thus enter into Christ’s joy. But at the risk at sounding too transactional, 
I must assert that giving is Christ’s joy. We don’t do it just to gain salvation 
as part of a formula, no. The reward is itself the multiplying. The more we do 
it, the more we live a life in the joy of Christ.  
We give because we have received. Grace upon grace.  
It sounds simple, and it is. But it requires us to risk what we’ve been given. 
To risk our talents in the hopes that they multiply. Because we are each 
given different amounts, we each have different abilities, our risks too will 
not look the same. And discerning that takes time and faith. But that is holy 
work. But it’s all part of entering into the joy of Christ.  
I still think back often to that analogy of a bank account. It reminds me that 
patience and time are also part of bringing about the kingdom of God, here 
on earth. So, take heart – even if your risks don’t feel like they have 
multiplied, have patience and trust in the grace bestowed upon you. Christ 
does. He gave to you for a reason – he entrusted his property to you for a 
reason – because we are all invited to take part in God’s kingdom. Each in 
our own way, with our talents, according to our own abilities. And for that – 
thanks be to God. 
Amen.  

 


