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Let us pray.

Holy Trinity, your word is a lamp unto our feet. Yet, there are great mysteries 
in life that we do not understand. 

We may ask with Nicodemus of old, “How can these things be?” 

Give us just enough light that we would step out in faith and do the next 
right thing. 

May it be so. Amen.

Our scripture for this morning comes from the Gospel of John, Chapter 3, 
verses 1 through 17. Listen now for the word of the Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.”  3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?”  5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.7 Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we 
know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.




The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

In one of my first theology classes in college, we read the book ‘On the 
Incarnation’ by Athanasius of Alexandria. 

Athanasius was a 4th century coptic orthodox bishop and theologian and I 
really struggled to understand his writing style and word choice and, thus, 
his theology. 


I mentioned this to my professor and he gave me some advice. He told me 
that during this time in the Roman world, people, even when reading alone, 
read aloud. 

In fact, that was what the normal for reading during that time period. 

So he suggested that I try to read it as it would have been first read 
centuries ago: read aloud. 

So later that day, I went back to my room by myself so I wouldn’t bother 
anyone by hearing ancient theology weirdly read aloud, and I read it aloud. 

I clearly remember being quite shocked by how much that simple 
adjustment helped me understand.  The diction and the pace and the 
inflection all seemed to change even though it was the same words, and it 
helped me grasp what I think Athanasius was trying to say. 

I was trying to understand Athanasius from my own framework, and I 
needed to use Athanasius’ framework to understand Athanasius. 

Our scripture for today, on this Trinity Sunday, finds us in an intense 
conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus. 

Nicodemus is a Pharisee and leader of the Jews, a member of the 
Sanhedrin and he comes to Jesus at night to tell him that he thinks the 
Sanhedrin should acknowledge him as a teacher who has come from God 
because of the signs Jesus has preformed. 

And from there the two just see to be on totally different pages. Jesus 
challenges Nicodemus on what it means to be a teacher who has come 
from God. 

He says no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above and Nicodemus essentially asks how can you be born from above if 
you’re already old and it continues on and it’s clear they are speaking the 
same language, but operating on two very different pages. 




Randall Zachman describes the heart of the issue. That Nicodemus “knows 
that Jesus is teacher who has come from God by fitting Jesus into what he 
already knows from his interpretation of the Law of Moses. But Jesus does 
not have his origin as a teacher from Moses, but from God, for he has 
descended from God in order to declare what he knows of God, before he 
returns to God.”Nicodemus is trying to see Christ through his own human 
framework. 

And Christ is telling Nicodemus he has to let that go. He has to see Christ 
through Christ’s framework. and to do that, He has to be born on high, by 
the Spirit. 

It is the spirit that breaks through our mere human understanding to see 
God.

We read this passage today, on Trinity Sunday because we, too, are 
Nicodemus. 

In our attempts to understand, we try to fit God into our mere human 
framework, but the triune God isn’t of our earthly framework.We have a 
Thursday afternoon bible study where we’re reading the book of Jeremiah, 
along with Walter Brueggeman’s commentary on the book of Jeremiah. 
And in his introduction to his commentary, Brueggemann talks about the 
difficulty of reading Jeremiah, that the book is often called “unreadable.” 

Brueggemann argues that is the case, because we try to read Jeremiah 
through our own framework, our own rationality, and thus it makes no 
sense. To this, he states: 

“If, however, we see that the book is a meditation upon the abyss, into it 
and out of it, then we can see that the book is indeed readable.” He goes 
on, saying “The abyss is unreadable, moreover, because the God who 
presides over the abyss will not be read through our central categories. 
Once we face that unreadable God who acts in freedom and faithfulness, 
then the abyss becomes readable.”

Brueggemann is echoing Jesus’s words to Nicodemus, that we cannot fit 
God into our own framework - that way God is unreadable. 

We must be born of the spirit - the mysterious spirit who is not subject to 
our human control nor what we know of the world. 

Ultimately, we don’t know God or understand - but the Trinity gives us a 
glimpse. And The trinity shows us that God is a God who desires 
relationships: The father with the son, who is with the spirit, “self giving, self 



communicating, self receiving”. When we profess the triune God, “we 
affirm that it is of the essence of God to be in relationship.” 

And how is God’s relationship with us, with the world, possible? Because 
God gave his one and only son, that whomever believes in him may not 
perish, but have eternal life. But we cannot see this if we don’t release the 
control and comfort that our human understand gives, and allow ourselves 
to be born from above - through the mystery of the spirt - to new 
understanding. 

Not only of eternal life that is to come, to new understanding that the 
kingdom of God is here and now. 

My great uncle John Mack Walker was a Presbyterian pastor and and 
sculptor. Throughout his life, he sculpted wood carvings of scenes from the 
Gospel. And he carved the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus. 

He titled it, “Nicodemus at night.” It’s a simple carving. Two men. They both 
seem a little frustrated. 

Nicodemus stands tall, clenching his hands in front of his face, and Jesus 
looks tired and leans on a small table. And on that table, in front of Jesus is 
a lantern light. 

Perhaps John stages the scene at night because Nicodemus is in the dark, 
trying to fit Jesus into a framework that will never fit. 

But Jesus is the light.


On this Trinity Sunday we give thanks for the Triune God - creator, 
redeemer, sustainer, Father, Son, Holy Spirit - who always meets us in the 
darkness of our understanding to shine light.  Amen. 



