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March 22, 2020 4th Sunday in Lent  Year A 
2nd Samuel 16:1-3 David is Chosen      
John 9:1-41 Man born blind 
Sermon: God’s sees things differently  
During this sermon and during this crisis in our country I would like all of us to 
think for a minute about examples of how we saw our lives one way, and God saw 
it another. For Lorraine and I it is very recently that I saw myself retired and 
traveling. God saw me here at Trinity, and I am grateful that God had clearer vision 
than I did. I love being at Trinity and we are adjusting to shelter in place. 

The passage from 2nd Samuel begins with Israel in a time much like ours, marked 
by anxiety and fear.  Saul has been rejected by God in the previous chapter. Samuel 
is in deep grief about the loss of Saul and his and his country’s uncertain future. 
God says “Fill your horn with oil and be on your way”. There are multiple 
meanings here. When you fill your horn with oil it is like filling a water bottle for a 
hike, but it also means to be enriched or fulfilled and of course oil is used for 
anointing new leadership. God says, “I am sending you to Jessie of Bethlehem, and 
the Hebrew text literally translates God saying, “I see a King among his sons” 
Samuel who is no wimp responds with fear, Saying, “You have to be kidding, if I 
go Saul will slaughter me”. God gives Samuel a plan, “Tell him you are going to 
the sacrifice and invite Jessie’s family and I will show you what to do”. So God as 
he often does gives us just enough information so that we can carry on, especially 
in difficult times. When Samuel arrived the Elders of the town were surprised and 
terrified. They “quaked in their boots” would be an accurate translation of the text. 
So Samuel is afraid of Saul, and the Elders are afraid of Samuel. In a time of social 
dislocation fear is the prevalent emotion. However, like today, straightforward 
communication helps. They ask directly, Do you come in peace, or with Shalom, 
i.e.  the intention being to build us up and promote our prosperity. Samuel states 
clearly, “I come in peace”. He then, says, “Consecrate yourself and come to the 
sacrifice with me”. This worship sequence is familiar to all of us at Trinity and to 
most Presbyterians.  First there are announcements, visitors' welcome, followed by 
the passing of the peace. After the peace Samuel says “Prepare yourselves for for 
worship”. At worship they are going to conduct officer installation!  But before the 
installation, there needs to be a nomination. 
The next sequence is classic Hebrew narrative. 
First Samuel looks upon Eliab, and says surely this is the one. Eliab’s name in 
Hebrew can mean God-is-Father. So he must have been awesome. But God, who 
sees things differently says do not consider his appearance or height. Remember 
Saul was head and shoulders above other Hebrews, so Samuel was looking for 
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somebody tall and impressive. The next Son’s name is Abinidab, which means 
Noble-is-his Father, he had the look of the royal bloodlines.  
But he is rejected and then so is Shammah, which means “Astonishing” So 
basically God-like, King-like and Wonder Boy are all rejected. Then the next four 
sons of Jessie are rejected. The Prophet is at a loss. “Do you have any more sons?’, 
Samuel asks. They mention one who is outside “keeping the sheep”. David whose 
name means “beloved” or “Uncle” in Hebrew. In every wedding that that I have 
ever officiated there is always an iconoclastic uncle. He is the one who does not 
think like the rest of the family, walks to his own drumbeat and even though he is 
an outsider among this brothers is often very popular among the nieces and 
nephews.  
I see David like that. But it does not matter how I see David God saw him as the 
one. This is especially incredible listening to his description, the Hebrew says he is 
“Red” sunburned from being outside, David had the look of a Redneck. It also says 
that  
he had a “fine appearance”, a phrase used most often in scripture for women or 
animals almost like our English “Cute”.  The text then states he had a goodly or 
benign appearance. David did not look tough. From some of the later descriptions 
of David we know that he was not large, he could not fit in Saul’s armor when 
fighting Goliath. Yet David was probably the greatest military, political and 
cultural leader of all time. He was as great a military strategist as General Patton. 
In his lifetime he brought Israel from a nation of warring nomadic tribes to a 
superpower. He caused as great an industrial revolution as Rockefeller. He literally 
brought Israel out of the stone age. At one point it says “There was no smith in 
Israel” meaning they could not manufacture weapons before David’s time. He was 
as politically savvy as our founding fathers, uniting the tribes as they united the 
states into a nation. He was as prolific as Bach in composing church music. He 
composed the majority of psalms, both lyrics and music. This all from a little 
Shepherd boy. Someone whom the Father left out in the field when there was a 
Royal Sweepstakes.  Samuel was living in fear and the leaders in Bethlehem were 
living in fear. David had huge flaws, think of the David and Bethsheba incident. 
But he had no fear. He was always up for a fight, always ready to risk his life. His 
courage changed his world, the courage to see thing God’s way will always change 
the world.  
Today one of the great shadows that covers our nation is fear.  
Paul says this, “God does not give us a spirit of fear but of love, discipline and a 
sound mind” .That is my prayer for everyone here at Trinity and in our country 
during this crisis and always. 
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16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn (Hithapel participle, to 
mourn, play the mourner) for Saul, since I have rejected (Qal perfect, to reject, 
despise refuse) him as king over Israel? Fill (Piel imperative, to make full 
abundant complete) your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you 
to Jesse of Bethlehem. (The house of bread) I have chosen (Qal perfect to see, I 
see a King there) one of his sons to be king.” 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? (Qal Imperfect, to go walk along)  If Saul 
hears (Qal Perfect) about it, he will kill (Qal perfect, kill, slay, murder destroy)  
me.” 
The Lord said, “Take a heifer (Ql imperfect) take in hand, carry along to lead) 
with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice ( Qal infinitive, to slaughter for 
eating, sacrifice or divine judgment)  to the Lord.’ 3 Invite (Qal perfect, to call 
convoke Jesse to the sacrifice), and I will show (Hiphel Imperfect) you what to 
do. (Qal Imperfect) You are to anoint (Qal Perfect smear oil, spread a a liquid 
consecrate) for me the one I indicate.” (name, speak to think command, Qal 
imperfect)  
4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived (Qal Infinitive to meet 
encounter, befall) at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled (Qal Imperfect 
to tremble, quake be startled terrified) when they met him. They asked, “Do you 
come (Qal Infinitive to  go in, enter come) in peace?” (promoting Shalom) 
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come (Qal Perfect) to sacrifice to the 
Lord. Consecrate (set one apart, hithpael ) yourselves and come to the sacrifice 
with me.” Then he consecrated (Piel) Jesse and his sons and invited (Qal 
Imperfect) them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, (Qal infinitive) Samuel saw (looked upon Qal imperfect) 
Eliab (God is Father) and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here 
before the Lord.” 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called (Qal ImperfectAbinadab (My Father is noble) and had him 
pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one 
either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah (Astonishment) pass by, but Samuel said, 
“Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen (to elect, select, 
choose, decide) these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit (Qal imperfect, to march around, turn 
around, skirt, turn back) down until he arrives.” 
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12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health 
(Red, Ruddy, from being out in the sun) and had a fine appearance (a fair 
countenance most often used of woman or animals)  and handsome features. 
(pleasant to look at, good kind, benign. ) 
Then the Lord said, “Rise (to arise, get up begin, to make powerful and anoint 
him; this is the one.”) 
13 So Samuel took (Qal Imperfect) the horn of oil and anointed (Qal Imperfect) 
him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the 
Lord came (Qal imperfect)  powerfully upon David. Samuel then went (Qal 
Imperfect) to Ramah. (The hill) almost like calling Washington “The Hill” 

JOHN 9:1-41 And going along (present active participle) they saw (irony) a man 
blind from birth (or from the womb is the Jewish phrase) 
(2)  And his disciples (the first mention of a disciple since chapter 6) asked 

(Aorist) him saying, “Rabbi, who sinned (first aorist active indicative) this 
one or his parents (since he was blind before he was born), so that he would 
be born (Aorist Subjunctive Passive) blind.  

(3)  Jesus answered, (aorist deponent- verbs with only a middle are deponant- is he 
answering himself?) neither this one sinned nor his parents. but in order to 
reveal (to make known to make evident- aorist/subjunctive passive) the work 
(energy, dynamisn) of God in him, (Are these words a comfort for sufferers as 
Roberts says-Also Rabbi’s spoke of the chastisements of love, which if you 
endured would earn you a reward) 

(4)  I must (same as Samaritan passage-Jesus must go through Samaria) be 
working (infinitive present middle) the work of the one who sent (aorist 
participle) me while it is day, 

(5)  Whenever I am (active Subjunctive)  in the world, I am (the light of the 
world. 

(6)  This he said, (aor second pariciple) he spit (also in Mark) on the ground and 
made (aorist) clay/mud out of the spit spreading (anointing aorist active 
indicative) the clay upon on the eyes.  

(7)  And said to him, go and wash (aorist imperative middle) yourself in the pool 
of Siloam (which means sent). (Isaiah 8:6 another reference-the people refused 
the soft flowing waters of Siloam-so he gave the flood waters of conquest) He 
went therefore and washed and came (3p/sing/aorist/active) seeing 

(8)  The ones therefore neighbors and the ones who had seen (present active 
participle) the man who formerly begged asked, “Isn’t the same one who 
used to sit and beg? (pro-aitew- intense asking, begging, present active 
participle, nominative singular masculine)  
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(9)  Another said (imperfect legw, there was a real conversation going on) that 
this is another, and this another, some he is that the one, some said he only 
looks like him, but he himself insisted, (imperfect- the man repeated it) “I am 
the one” 

(10) Therefore they said to him, “How were opened your eyes” 
(11)  Answered therefore the man saying (present passive participle) Jesus made 

clay and smeared (3p sing, aorist active indicative)  it on these eyes of mine 
and said to me, that I should go (imperative) into the pool of Siloam and 
wash, (1st aorist middle imperative) I went therefore and washed and now I 
see, 

(12)  And he said to him, “How is this, and he said, I don’t know, (perfect-so I 
still do not know) 

(13) They led (present ago- to be led, taken) him to the Pharisees the man who 
was once blind (the ones formerly blind)  

(14)  It was the Sabbath (all of a sudden it becomes a Sabbath controversy, this 
late in the story?, also healing is not considered work on the Sabbath but 
making clay is? ) in the day that Jesus made (aorist active) the clay that 
opened the eyes of him born blind 

(15) Again therefore they asked him even the Pharisees, how could he see, and 
he said to him, he placed upon the eyes and washed ( different word than 
earlier)  and I see.  

(16) They therefore some of the Pharisees this is not a man of God that on the 
Sabbath, but observed (to keep watch to pay attention- imperfect they were 
truly checking this out) others how is able this man a sinner of this kind to 
do this, and they were divided. 

(17) Saying therefore the one being born blind, again what do you say. 
concerning him that opened your eyes, (aorist) and he said, “He is a 
prophet 

(18) The Jews did not believe (aorist Active) concerning the one who was blind 
and could see again (aorist). They called the parents of the one seeing who 
had been blind. 

(19)And they asked them saying, “Is this your son”” And you say that he was 
born blind, how then does he now see?” 

(20) Answered therefore his parents and said, we totally know (perfect) that 
this is our son, and he was born blind. 

(21) But how now he sees we do not know or who opened  his eyes we do not 
know, ask him yourself he will speak ( future lalew he is a real talker, you will 
get an earful) 

(22) His parents said these things because they feared (imperfect-constant state 
of fear) the Jews, for already the Jews had agreed (pluperfect-they had really 
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truly settled the matter) that if anyone should confess (to speak in accordance, 
to adopt the same terms of language, to avow, promise, to admit, to avouch 
publicly, to accord belief) Christ he would be de-synagogued 

(23) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age ask him”. 
(24) They therefore called the man a second time, the one who was blind, and 

they said to him give glory to God (an ironic statement that expects a 
confession of guilt) we know this man is a sinner 

(25) And the answered therefore, that one, if he is a sinner I do not know, but 
one thing I know I was blind but now I am (perfect) seeing. 

(26) They said to him, “What did he do to you, how did he open your eyes?” 
(27) And they reviled and railed against him, saying you are his disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses. 
(28) We know (perfect) that Moses speaks for But this man we do not know 

where he is (where he stands, where he is coming from) 
(29) The man answered and said to them, this then is a marvelous thing, you 

do not know where he is and he opened my eyes. 
(1)  He answered them, “I told you already and you did not hear it (you 

weren’t listening), why do you want to hear about this again, do you 
want to become his disciples? 

(30) We know that God does not answer sinful men, but if anyone is God 
fearing and does God’s will he hears. 

(31) From the very beginning there is no record of a man being healed who 
had been born blind. 

(32) If this one was not about God he would not be able to do anything 
(33) They answered and said to him in sin you were born completely  you 

teach us? And the cast him outside. 
(34)Jesus heard that they had thrown him out and finding him do you believe 

in the son of man? 
(35) And that one, And who is he, that I might believe in him? 
(36) And said Jesus to him, you have seen him, and he is one speaking to you 

(wow appealing to his senses both new and old) 
(37) And he said I believe and he worshipped (aorist- and he began to worship) 
(38) And Jesus said, for Judgement I came into the world in the order that the 

ones not seeing may and the ones seeing may become blind. 
(39) Now when some of the Pharisees heard this they said to him, we are not 

also blind are we? 
(40) Jesus said to them if you were blind you would not have sin, now that you 

say we see, the sin of you remains.   
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The disciples never healed anybody who was blind in the gospels, however Jesus is 
recorded doing this more than any other type of healing. 
examples 
Matthew 9:27 He healed two blind men, who were calling Son of David. 
Matthew 12:22 They brought him a demon possessed man who was blind and mute 
Matthew 15:30 He went healing the crippled, the blind and the lame 
Matthew 21:14 The blind and lame came to him in the Temple and he healed them 
Mark 8:22-26 The healing of the blind man of Bethsaida, he also used spit for this 
healing. 
Mark 10:46-52 Mouthy and obnoxious Blind Bartemaues was healed. 
Luke 7:21 At the time Jesus gave sight to many who were blind.  
The excommunication of the Blind man is the first persecution of the followers of 
Jesus (in any Gospel!!) 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 
9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long 
as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, 
when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 
and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of 
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and 
came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that 
he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and 
then I could see.”

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.

“I don’t know,” he said.
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The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now 
the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes 
was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had 
received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I 
washed, and now I see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were 
divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they 
asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can 
see?”

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was 
born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t 
know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had 
decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah 
would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He 
is of age; ask him.”

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give 
glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a 
sinner.”

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do 
know. I was blind but now I see!”

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?”

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! 
We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as 
for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen 
to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody 
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has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing.”

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you 
lecture us!” And they threw him out.

Spiritual Blindness 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking 
with you.”

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the 
blind will see and those who see will become blind.”

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, 
“What? Are we blind too?”

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now 
that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.



