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May 10, 2020       Courage Amid Crisis  Rev.  Darrell Yeaney 
 
Good morning dear Christian friends! As we continue to deal with the current public 
health crisis, which the Corvid-19 has brought to our world, I invite you to think with me 
for a few moments about what God might be saying to us at this time in our  individual 
and collective lives. 

Global crises like the one we are now facing are, of course, not entirely new to our 
planet or to its people. Historically, there have been a number of wide-spread life-
threatening events reaching back to Biblical times.  In the Bible we read about floods 
and plagues taking thousands of human lives. Since then, over the stretch of human 
history, many wars and terror attacks have killed thousands.  And most recently we are 
facing both a possible nuclear war and reality of Global warming, both of which 
threaten all life on earth.  
In the face of these and other life threating possibilities, people of faith are forced to 
ask, what is God saying to us In this world of God’s creation?  And perhaps as 
importantly, how can we, as people of faith, respond in ways that might alter these life-
threatening crises?  What is God saying to us and what is God calling us to be and do? 

I do not propose to answer these questions, but I’d like to suggest one very obvious 
task or spiritual tool we all need to strengthen and apply in the midst of this current or 
any other crisis. Simply put, that is to enable and strengthen our Christian hope.  
As we all know, one of the cardinal themes of our Biblical faith is HOPE.  The apostle 
Paul listed hope as one of the “Three great lasing qualities” in Christian life. And the 
other two – Faith and Love - are central to keep hope alive. But HOPE calls for the 
Vision we need to see our way through the blinding darkness of any crisis. 

However, in the title of this talk, I have used the phrase - Courage Amid Crisis - 
because I believe the word “courage” best expresses the meaning of the word hope; 
which is the religious or human quality we need most in times like this. 
Looking at the New Testament reading for today in the book of Acts, we find Stephen 
facing a personal, existential, or immanent, crisis when he spoke his vision of truth to 
the religious and political leaders of his day. 

Stephen, we are informed, was the first Christian chosen by the early followers of 
Jesus to serve as a deacon in the Christian community.  The scripture tells us he was 
very eloquent and filled with the holy Spirit. Stephen discerned the religious & criminal 
blindness of the Jewish religious leaders toward Jesus & his message.  He pointed out 
how they failed to recognize God at work in Jesus life and instead consented to his 
conviction in a Roman Court and called for his crucifixion.     
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As a result of Stephen’s courage to speak truth to power, he engendered the wrath of 
powerful people who then murdered him by one of the most cruel methods possible – 
stoning him to death. 
The amazing courage of Stephen in the midst of crisis has been repeated by faithful 
people in crisis situation ever since. We tend to call them “Saints and Martyrs.” But a 
better description would be Courageous Christians. 
Throughout history Christians and other God touched people have paid the full price 
for their courage of faith in the face of crises: The Apostle Peter, crucified upside-down; 
Joan of Arc, burned at the stake; or in our own times, Dietrich Bonhoffer, hanged by 
the Nazis; Oscar Romero shot in his church in El Salvador; Martin Luther King Jr, shot 
in Memphis; and innumerable others punished for their courage in the face of crisis.  
Today the Covid-19 pandemic crisis, or the threat of global extinction by nuclear war or 
global warming may seem somewhat distant to our individual lives. However, they are 
real threats to us and to all of God’s creation; threats that call for courageous response 
from God’s faithful people.    
The courage of faith calls each us to give careful attention to how God is calling us to 
respond in this and other crises of life.  Stephen, the biblical martyr, gives us all a clue 
as to what our response might be in our own time of crisis. His courage of faith not only 
gave him wisdom to speak the truth to power but energized him to stand firm in the 
face of trouble and threat. 
For us the clue to Stephen’s remarkable courage came from his attention to his inner 
vision of God’s constant presence in the midst of any and all circumstances. 
May we all, like Stephen & the other Christian saints of history, learn to increase our 
courage amid the crises of life by means of a daily practice of prayer that alerts us to 
the presence of God at work in our lives, every day, every hour, every minute.  May it 
be so. 
Amen!  
	


