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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear 
you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let you 
find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the 
places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent 
you into exile.     Jeremiah 29:11-14 NRSV 

I’ve been thinking about Jeremiah a lot recently and the laments of exile. Since arriving here and beginning my 
journey with you all, I find myself re-grieving the pandemic. If this was a time without Covid19, I would have 
already met you all and had celebrations, and I am grieving that.  

Even in our darkest of days, the Lord always gives us hope. It is a strange and difficult time to begin a vocation, 
but all of you have made me feel so welcomed, and already loved. From all the zoom calls, to the visits to my 
office, to the welcome banner at the manse when I first arrived – I am so grateful to be here and begin to get to 
know you all.  

These past few weeks here have been filled with so many surreal moments. As I write this note now in my 
office, I look up and see my grandfather’s clergy robes. My mother and I framed them in a shadow box as an 
ordination gift. My grandfather was a PCUSA minister as well, and although he died when I was very young, 
my earliest dreams I can remember were always to follow in his footsteps. Now whenever I look up from my 
desk and see his robe, I have a reminder of hope – that despite the perils of the world today, we can and do keep 
moving forward to accomplish that which we are called to do.  

God is with us always. The presence of the Divine is at work in us, and in our community. I am filled with 
wonder and joy to bear witness the plans the Lord has for us, both today and into a future with hope. Thanks be 
to God. 

Blessings, 

Katheryn  
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Report of Session Meeting of October 13, 2020
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff Lawton, 
Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Katheryn McGinnis, Moderator.  

A quorum was present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. with prayer.  

Reflection:  Session read and discussed Exodus 33:12-23.  

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of September 8, 2020 were approved. M/S/P

Session approved communion for November 1, 2020. M/S/P

Presbytery:  The next Presbytery meeting will be Saturday, November 21, 2020 

Pastor’s Report:  This is Katheryn McGinnis’ first Session meeting for which she is the Moderator! 
Katheryn is settling into the office and the manse. She has been working to determine which 
congregation members she can soon meet by phone or possibly in person.  Katheryn has been 
contacted by, and reached out to, Presbytery members offering support in her new role. She has also 
met with Ryan Althaus and Theresa Nelson of the Urban Ministry and toured the cottage.  

Personnel:  The committee met with Lucy and updated, revised, and rewrote the custodial tasks. The 
meeting was good, we are happy with Lucy’s efforts. They are still working out the work days to meet 
the church’s needs, maybe Tuesday and Saturday will be the best.  

Safe Church Practices:  We discussed the need to do this. Katheryn will work on an update for who 
has taken the online classes and who still needs to do it.  

Administration:  Chad Bell provided Session a review of the financials. Trinity continues to be in 
good financial condition, our income is down, spending is also down. The committee has decided not 
to revise the budget right now due to the difficulty of knowing what the rest of the year will show. 
Emily will be sending the church committees an outline for budget input prior to November’s meeting. 
Session asked for an updated list of who is currently using the church. Chuck gave an update on the 
security situation, it seems to continue getting better but not perfect. 

Deacons:  The Deacons’ next meeting will be on October 31st. . 

Worship and Christian Education: Sunday worship online continues on a weekly basis in good 
order. We held World Communion Sunday on October 4th, Larry’s last Sunday in the pulpit.  Planning 
continues around the October 25th outdoor prayer service. This service will be by prior reservation, 
and if there are enough people signed up there will be two consecutive services to enable social 
distancing. The service is to be held on the Poplar Street yard and attendees will be temperature 
checked and encouraged to bring their own lawn chairs.  

We talked about live worship service online and how that might work. We also talked about new video 
equipment and possibly requesting a grant from Presbytery for same. 

The church reopening committee continues to monitor current Covid requirements, and have been in 
communication, discussing options on how and when we might be able to reopen. 

Continued next page 
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Continued from previous page 

Mission:  Chuck gave the Watsonville Rotarians a presentation on Santa Cruz al Salvador.  

Outreach:  Ryan Althaus will be giving the Fourth Tuesday luncheon presentation on October 27th, the 
topic will be about the new Urban Ministry. The committee reserved space for next year’s annual retreat 
in the fall. The committee has requested Session’s approval for new signs for Trinity’s lawn and window. 
M/S/P 

Manse:  Katheryn is settling in and finding the manse comfortable. She is still acquiring furniture. 

Stewardship:  Session agreed we need to begin our stewardship work soon, which will help in the 
budgeting process.  

Urban Ministry:  Katheryn gave a brief overview of her meeting with a small group formulating the 
Urban Ministry effort. The current idea is for Ryan Althaus’ Sweaty Sheep ministry to collaborate with 
Trinity and the Urban Ministry to support each other’s work, when it makes sense to the different 
participants. There should be many opportunities in the future to work together on meaningful projects 
and activities.  

Pastor Installation:  Session agreed to hold off with Katheryn’s installation service until there is a 
better sense of when it might be done in person. There is an overwhelming desire not to do this online, 
but to be able to do it personally. Session discussed having the installation be a part of our grand re-
opening, when that day arrives.  

There being no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer at 7pm.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9, 2020 at 5:30p.m. by Zoom. 

Lunch for Habitat Workers Needed
PICK YOUR DATE! Which first Tuesday in 2021 would you like to 
claim as yours to provide a simple lunch for the Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers? They are now hard at work on a new big project in Live 
Oak. Contact Lee Duffus at 831-295-3025 or leeduffus@gmail.com to 
select your date. 

mailto:leeduffus@gmail.com
mailto:leeduffus@gmail.com
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Book Club 
Book Club meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7pm. 
New faces are always welcome at Book Club.  We will meet via 
Zoom for the future months.  Join us if you can……you don’t 
have to drive out in the dark of night and you might even be in 
your pajamas ready for bed!! 

Here are the future plans for reading… 

November - “The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek” by Kim 
Michele Richardson 
December/January (it’s a big book!)  
“ The Splendid and the Vile” by Erik Larson 
February - “Caste” by Isabel Wilkerson 
March - “The River of Doubt” by Candace Millard

Things That Make Us Smile

• This morning a plump quail is quietly soaking up 
sunshine atop a fence, Gloria! Gloria! for this calm, ordinary 
scene that makes me smile. 

• Jeff and Patti Lawton made a great connection between a late 
friend of theirs and the Urban Ministry.  Through the Lawtons’ 
effort, a huge donation of art supplies was gifted to the art studio at the cottage.  Theresa and 
her son Ethan have moved into the cottage, and Theresa has transformed the somewhat dingy 
garage space into an amazing art space.  Theresa gives Zoom art classes every Sunday at 5 pm 
via Sweaty Sheep Ministry. 

• Laura Brothers (daughter of Carolyn and Cliff) got engaged to Akash Shah in August at the 
coffee bar at their hotel in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.  We are so happy for them! 

• A new baby in the Carle/Blackwell family 
• The smell of fresh cut grass 
• That Pastor Katheryn is aboard! 
• That donations to Santa Cruz al Salvador for college scholarships totaled over $13,000.  This 

will fund at least 12 students’ education for a year.  Thank you, Trinity and the other area 
churches active in SCaS. 

• That Joanne Clever won first prize in the SC al Salvador scholarship donation drawing—a 
beautiful handmade quilt provided by Sweet Pea.  And that David Gomez and Jane deVette 
won second prize—a picnic basket complete with wine glasses and wine. 



T R I N I T Y P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

	
!5

Sweet Pea Welcomes Katheryn 
Trinity’s Sweet Pea Group made sure Katheryn felt loved 
and welcomed to Trinity. They presented her with a stole at 
her Ordination, and a quilt, once she was all moved into 
the Manse. 

Many hands went into making Katheryn’s stole and quilt. 
Emily and Sunshine Duffus created a wonderful stole with 
hands, symbolizing all of Trinity’s laying-on of hands for 
Katheryn’s Ordination.  It is absolutely beautiful!  

While Emily and Sunshine were working on the stole, the rest of the group 
were all sewing from their individual homes, creating blocks to be put 
together for a quilt for Katheryn’s home. This was a challenge because it all 
happened during our CZU evacuation period. Sadly, a fair number of the 
Sweet Pea Group had to leave their homes, and were so disappointed that 
they couldn’t also make blocks. But in their hearts, they were all part of the 
creating of this beautiful quilt. And of course, once it was all pieced together, 
our dear Jolynn masterfully quilted it all together in a beautiful modern 
design. 

In addition to this, Sweet Pea donated 20 quilts to the fire victims. These 
quilts were given to Valley Churches United for distribution to those in need. 

We may be all stuck in our homes…but 
Sweet Pea is alive and productive as 
always. 

Members (in Alphabetical order) of the 
Sweet Pea Group are: 

Jeanne Baker  Kathleen Eschen-Pipes Sandy Larson   
Jolynn Carrington Jane Ann Harper  Mary Martin 
Diana Dean  Marie Imai   Juanita Stock 
Jane deVette  Kim Johnston  Debbie Valdez 
Emily Duffus  Nicki Kerns   Mayre Vincent 
Sunshine Duffus Barbara Kiehl   
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November Birthdays
  8 Joanne Clever 
 Jane deVette 
 Hal Morris 
20 Jeanne Baker 
26 Nancy Cobery 
29 Darrell Yeaney 
30 Weston Gomez 

November Anniversaries 
19    Charlie and Gwen May 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call 
the church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us 
know! 
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 

The Masks of Power
The season of Halloween legitimizes the wearing of masks to hide our true identity, or at least to 
pretend we are a different person than we actually are.  It is, of course, an acceptable and fun 
masquerade of the “trick or treat”  season.  But Christians know that this modern Halloween 
celebration is itself a masquerade for the historically Christian celebration of “All Saints Day,” the Day 
the Christian Church set aside to call us to remember our Christian forbears who have passed on to us 
the true tradition and meaning of our Christian faith. 

Unfortunately, we all wear behavioral masks from time to time that partly disguise our real self behind 
a false show of a person we want others to see and  believe.  

This kind of “false-face” becomes much more destructively deceptive when it is worn by persons who 
have achieved political or economic power.  In this presidential election year we have become keenly 
aware of the destructive danger hiding behind political masks that claim to “make our country great 
again”, or to  protect us from those “other people” who are not like us  and who  threaten our 
privileged American way of life. 

Christians need to be alert to any political or economic “false face “ that purports to lead us to 
prosperity and greatness at the expense of other nations or of the poor and undeserving who are  “not 
like us.” 

The Masks of Power are not just fun games. They intend to mislead us with promises of the “candy” of 
our own masked desires.  If we allow ourselves to be deceived we discover the trick was played on us.  

All Saints Day  - “Halloween” – can and should be a time to remind ourselves of the true human and   
divine values of faith, hope and love which no political mask can hide.   

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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Participating in the Christmas Joy Offering Amid a Pandemic
“Many hands make light work.”  “Teamwork makes the dream work.”  “If we all do a little, it adds up 
to a lot.” 

There are lots of ways to say it — but working together really does make bigger and better things 
possible.  And, lots of times, working together makes it more fun, too.  In fact, there are times made 
better just by our ability to be together, to be with one another. 

That is something that really rings true, doesn’t it?  Being together. During these past months, many of 
us weren’t able to be together in person.  We have always been together in spirit, and in faith.  But we 
missed seeing each other.  We missed seeing faces we love — up close and personal.  But that doesn’t 
mean we haven’t been together.  And we definitely have not been alone. 

There is a word that comes up a lot during this season we call Advent in the Church, and it points to the 
same sentiment, but about God: “Emmanuel.” Emmanuel means “God is with us,” and, in Jesus, we 
Christians claim that God took on human form to be with us. "God is with us” is more than just saying 
God is along for the ride. It states God values togetherness and relationship with us, leading us to value 
togetherness and relationship with one another.  When we are all together as we are today — and even 
when we are apart. 

The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we join together as Presbyterians from around the country.  We 
do this to meet the needs of vulnerable people we might not be able to meet as individuals or as single 
congregations.  We might not be able to meet face to face with those who need the support that our gifts 
provide, but we are very much still together.   

The gifts we share connect us.  They also change lives.  Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we 
support church workers and their families who experience critical financial needs through help from the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. 
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Just Arrived!

Zoe Ann Ghorbani- Kazaz  
Born on October 16, 2020 

Zoe is the daughter of  
Alison Blackwell and Simon Ghobani, 
the granddaughter of Greg Blackwell,

And most importantly,  
the great-granddaughter of

Ann Carle. 

And Unto Us A Child Is Born!
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Sponsor a Prayer Child in El Salvador 
Santa Cruz al Salvador has been working with students in 
Guillermo Ungo for over 20 years. We have provided educational 
support for the elementary students. We have eaten in the homes of 
some of the students and listened to the stories told by the parents. 
A delegation has traveled to that small town over the many years. 
Lasting friendships have been made and the families there have 
become like our families.  

Because of the Covid-19 travel restrictions we will not be sending a delegation in January 2021. We have 
been working with our scholarship team in Guillermo Ungo how best to lend a hand to our Prayer 
Children. We will be asking for financial contributions for the sponsorship of a student and in lieu of the 
gift bags we transport and disperse to the students we are asking for additional funds to obtain gift 
baskets for the families. Just as we are challenged here by the pandemic, our friends in El Salvador are 
also impacted. A commitment card will be emailed soon with the information. We would still like to have 
a letter from the patrons to their Prayer Child and a photo as well.  I do have photographs I took last year 
of folks holding up the photo of their Prayer Child and I will send those electronically. These most 
unusual of times is calling for more than the usual support. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor 
please contact: George Bunch 428-2182 or Gwen May 459-7707 Thank you all for all that you give, 

Trinity Youth Raise $2100 for Fire 
Victims 
Our amazing youth group raised $2100 during a car 
wash to benefit victims of the devastating fires that 
swept thru the Santa Cruz Mountains last month.  
Not only was this an amazing feat of selfless giving, 
but we needn't fear for the future if these kids are in 
charge.  If you haven’t yet voted, feel free to write-
in any one of our kids’ names for President! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2
First Monday 
Book Group 
7:00 p.m. Zoom

3 4 5
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m. Zoom

6 7

8 9 10
Administration 
4:30 p.m. Zoom
Session  
4:30 p.m. Zoom

11 12
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m. Zoom

13 14

15 16
3rd Monday 
Book Group 
7:00 p.m. Zoom

17
Newsletter 
Deadline
10am

18 19
WCE 
10:30 a.m. Zoom
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m. Zoom

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!


