
June 21, 2020 
Sermon: A Frustrated Father’s Family Dynamics 
Theme: Even Father Abraham had big challenges 

Today’s passage in Genesis is dramatic, powerful, poetic and and bizarre. It is ironic 
that this text falls on Fathers day since it highlights a family in dysfunction. Not just 
any family, but the family of that archetypal Father for Christians, Jews and 
Muslims, Abram along with his wife Sara and his sons Isaac and Ishmael. The other 
character is an essential worker, Hagar, an Egyptian maid in Abram’s house.   
As the story begins we drop in on the party that Abraham was having for the 
weaning of Isaac. These parties usually took place when children were about three 
years old. Isaac’s older half brother Ishmael is about 15.  There is the background to 
this drama.  
Abraham hoped for a child, and as he grew older he and Sara despaired. Sara then 
suggested that Abraham sleep with Hagar, which he did and they had a child 
together, whom they named Ishmael which means “God hears”. As can be expected 
Sara and Hagar did not get along after this. Hagar looked down on Sara and Sara 
was envious of Hagar. Just over a decade later Sara becomes pregnant and names 
the child Isaac which means “laughs”. It can also mean to deride or chide, or to 
have intimate relations.  The ambiguity surrounding that word comes into play in 
this story.  
During the party, and I am sure alcohol was involved in this party, Ishmael laughed 
at, or, derided Isaac. Some scholars think that perhaps since Ishmael was 15 he was 
paying attention to a woman at the party in the presence of Issac. Whatever the 
interaction was, it sent Sara over the top.  She tells Abraham to “drive out the slave 
girl and her son, for they shall not be heirs with my son, Isaac”.   
Notice Sara did not call them by name, but she called her son by name.  Notice 
money and power were real issues. Hagar and Ishmael were no longer people, they 
did not count and were to be cast out. Abraham thought Sara’s attitude was just 
plain evil and it says that he thought this because of his son, Ishmael. Notice neither 
Sara nor Abraham care anything for Hagar.  Then an angel of the Lord comes with a 
message most men need to hear.  That is, “listen to your wife”. It would seem even 
heavenly messengers will not give Hagar a break. Abraham casts Hagar out and 
God says that He will, “make great nations out of both children”.  
So Abraham sends Hagar out with a wineskin of water, into the wilderness of Beer 
Sheba. Perhaps some chips, salsa, and beef jerky. Essential workers were often 
treated cruelly even then. She soon runs out of water, and places the practically 
lifeless boy under a bush and cries out to God. The text states that “God hears” a 



ghostly echo of Ishmael’s name, and the angel says, “What troubles you Hagar? 
God has heard the voice of the boy where he is, do not be afraid, get up grab hold of 
the boy, and I will make a great nation of him”. God opened her eyes, and she saw a 
well and caused the boy to drink. Very picturesque language, you can see Hagar 
tipping the boys head up, slowly letting the water run down into his mouth and 
seeing her wipe his face and continuing until he fully revives. This is a sign that she 
will continue to raise him. A strong, single mother who had only God on her side, 
she even finds him a wife from Egypt.  
This passage encases a strange narrative in awesome poetic language. It says “God 
opened her eyes”.  In the scripture an eye is a metaphor for a well, a deep well into 
the soul, as Jesus points out in the sermon on the Mount.  
The other great irony is that she was wandering in the wilderness of Beer Sheba and 
did not see the well. It could be that wells are hard to spot. However the Hebrew 
phrase “Beer Sheba” means “well seven”, or “wilderness of the seven wells”, or 
“seven beautiful wells”, or “well of the seven oaths”.  It was so significant a well, or 
series of wells, that Abraham planted a grove there later in the narrative.  So the 
water was always there, God’s provision was always there, but Hagar just could not 
see it. She was an Egyptian, which means “walled in” or “urban or city person”, so 
perhaps she did not see it because she was the type who did not go camping.  
However, I think that this passage is far deeper than that (for everyone knows what 
a deep subject a well is!). This is a very strange story. But we live in a very strange 
time. With this pandemic perhaps we feel cast out, alone, without resources.  
However, the Lord’s provision is always there. Sometimes we miss the obvious. 
Years ago my Honda broke down and we pulled off the freeway near Sacramento. I 
looked around and only saw miles of empty farm fields. I despaired.  “Where are 
we going to find a Honda dealership?” I asked Lorraine.  She smiled and said, 
“Look up”, and I am not kidding you, straight ahead about 150 yards in front of us 
was a Honda dealership with a huge sign about 60 to 100 feet tall. I didn’t see it 
because I did not even think one could be there.  
When we began the pilgrimage through this pandemic we depended on our own 
small resources, and they cannot last. That is when you lift your voice up to the 
Lord, and like Hagar, and like me, we can have our eyes opened and see that in 
every wilderness, including the cold trackless one we are in right now, God is there 
and there is a deep well of his love to draw from. I pray that the Lord would open 
our eyes and direct our feet to his love here at Trinity Presbyterian.


