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Trinity Presbyterian Church 

10:30 a.m.    Sunday, September 20, 2020 
 Welcome and Announcements 
 Passing the Peace of Christ  Francis of Assisi 
  “While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it          
  even more fully in your heart.”  
 Preparation for Worship     Thomas Merton  
  “Everything in modern city life is calculated to keep man from entering     
  into himself and thinking about spiritual things. Even with the best of          
  intentions a spiritual man finds himself exhausted and deadened and          
  debased by the constant noise of machines and loudspeakers, the dead          
  air and the glaring lights of offices and shops, the everlasting suggestion 
  of advertising and propaganda. 

  The whole mechanism of modern life is geared for a flight from God          
  and from the spirit into the wilderness of neurosis.” 

 Prelude  Great is Thy Faithfulness  
                                         Wm. M. Runyan; setting by Joel Raney 
 Call to Worship (from Psalm 107) 
  Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures          
    forever.  
  People: Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story — those he          
     redeemed from the hand of the foe, those he gathered from 
    the lands, from east and west, from north and south. 
  Leader: Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city   
    where they could settle. They were hungry and thirsty, and          
    their lives ebbed away. 
  People: Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he          
    delivered them from their distress. He led them by a          
     straight way to a city where they could settle. 
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  Leader: Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his 
    wonderful deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and          
    fills the hungry with good things. 
  People: Some sat in darkness, in utter darkness, prisoners          
    suffering in iron chains, because they rebelled against          
    God’s commands and despised the plans of the Most High. 
    So he subjected them to bitter labor; they stumbled, and          
    there was no one to help. 
  Leader: Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved          
    them from their distress. 
  All: He brought them out of darkness, the utter darkness, and       
    broke away their chains. Let them give thanks to the Lord  
    for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for          
    humankind. 
Hymn of Praise                             God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 
  (music on page 7-8)   
 Call to Confession 
  Holy Lord, like your Son and like your people Israel, we have been          
  driven into the wilderness. It is here in this stark and barren landscape of 
  the soul that we are confronted with our faults and weaknesses. We          
  thank you that there is a cure for the tortured soul and the broken heart          
  and it is you, if we are willing to confess our brokenness in your          
  presence.  
 Prayer of Confession 
  Holy Lord, we are rocked by the wilderness we are in. The entire world     
  seems to wander in a desert of despair. Lord, it is at this time that we          
  most need faith in you, yet we are human and often given to despair.          
  Forgive us, heal us and make us whole so that we may feed on the bread 
  of heaven that your hand provides, even in the most desolate wilderness. 
           Take time to offer silent prayers of confession. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness (John 3:17) 
  God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world but so that          
  the world might be saved through him.   
 Time with Children and Youth  Where’s the In-N-Out Burger 
 Anthem        Let Us Break Bread Together         arr. Emma Lou Diemer 
 Prayer for Illumination (From Valley Presbyterian Church)  
  God of mercy, you promised never to break your covenant with us. In          
  the midst of the multitude of words in our daily lives,  speak your          
  eternal Word to us, that we may respond to your gracious promises with  
  faithfulness, service, and love. Amen. 
 Scripture Reading  Exodus 16:2-15  
  In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and          
  Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s          
  hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we 
  wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire     
  assembly to death.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down          
  bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and          
  gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether          
  they will follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare          
  what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the     
  other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the          
  evening you will know that it was the Lord who brought you out of          
  Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, because he 
  has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should          
  grumble against us?” Moses also said, “You will know that it was the          
  Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you 
  want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him.     
  Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the          
  Lord.” Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, 
  ‘Come before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’”  While          
  Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked          
  toward the desert, and there was the glory of the Lord appearing in the          
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  cloud. The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the          
  Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning          
  you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord          
  your God.”’  That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the      
  morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the dew was          
  gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert          
  floor. When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?”          
  For they did not know what it was.  Moses said to them, “It is the bread     
  the Lord has given you to eat.” 
 Sermon  The Lord Leads Us to the Wilderness 
     but He Won’t Leave us There Larry Vilardo    
 Hymn (music on page 9)  Fight the Good Fight   
 Call to Prayer  
  Lord, we vacillate between thanksgiving and complaint, between joy          
  and sorrow, between faith and despair as we try to navigate the          
  wilderness of our lives. We now bring our sorrows, hopes and joys to          
  you by exercising the privilege of prayer. 
 Prayers of the People 
 Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom          
  come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our          
  daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and          
  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the          
  kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 Virtual Offering  
 Doxology #591 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people          
  here below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom          
  we adore. Amen.  
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Prayer of Dedication 
  Leader: Lord, you lead is into the wilderness.   
  People: Yet you do not leave us there.  
  Leader: You walk beside us and provide for us.   
  People: May we walk beside others seeking a way in the          
    wilderness, and provide for others who have needs as you         
    have provided for us. 
   
 Closing Hymn  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  
  (music on page 10) 
 Charge (Philippians 1:17)  
  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the          
  gospel of Christ. 
 Benediction  
  “The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon     
  you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon          
  you, and give you peace.”  
 Postlude  Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing  
      John Wyeth, arr. Molly James 

THANK YOU    
 Lectors:  Marta Narus, Ellen Bauerle 
 Music Director:  Nicki Kerns 
 Transitional Pastor:  Larry Vilardo 
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