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2 Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me 
know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found 
favor in my sight.’ 13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know 
you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14 He said, “My 
presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not 
go, do not carry us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I 
and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every 
people on the face of the earth.” 
17 The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in 
my sight, and I know you by name.” Exodus 33:2-17 
We are coming upon a strange holiday season. I never imagined in my wildest dreams that my first 
Advent season as a minister would be during a global pandemic, with the number of cases the highest 
they’ve ever been here in the United States. But this is our reality.  
Advent is a season of waiting, a season of hope, looking toward the birth of our savior. In this continued 
reality of waiting for cases to drop or a vaccine so life can return to ‘normal’, perhaps Advent this year 
will take on new meaning. Perhaps yearning for the birth of Christ now seems more tangible.  
I chose this scripture from Exodus because it is one of my favorite scriptures. This passage directly 
follows the Golden Calf, where God is furious with the Israelites and wants to abandon them. But Moses 
intervenes. He reminds God that in the polytheist world of the Old Testament, the only reason the 
Israelites are different from any other religion and community of their time is that their God is among 
them. God is in the midst. This is what makes them distinct. That God’s presence is with them always.  
God is with you in this strange holiday season. God is in our midst. As you wait with hope for the birth of 
Christ, though the traditions may look different, know that God’s presence abounds. I look forward with 
joy to see just how the Holy Spirit moves within us. 
Blessings, 

Katheryn  
Pastor Katheryn 



 P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

!  2

Report of Session Meeting of November 10, 2020
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff Lawton, 
Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Katheryn McGinnis, Moderator. 

A quorum being present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. with prayer.  

Reflection:  Katheryn McGinnis read and led a discussion of Judges 4:1-7. 

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of October 13, 2020 were approved.  M/S/P 
Session approved communion for December 6, 2020.  M/S/P 

Presbytery:  The next Presbytery meeting will be Saturday, November 21, 2020 by Zoom. 

Pastor’s Report:  Katheryn informed Session of her efforts to visit parishioners for coffee and “front 
porch visits.”  She has been meeting people on an individual basis and the visits have been going well. 
Katheryn has been working on developing an Advent study and planning for a four week series 
tentatively held on Wednesday evenings. She has also been planning how the church will livestream 
the worship services in the future. Katheryn was invited to participate in Presbytery’s group studying 
the process of becoming anti-racist.   

Dan and Cindy Watkins have indicated their desire to join the church. They had attended Larry 
Vilardo’s new member classes last year. Session plans to meet with them during the December Session 
meeting and then vote on their membership. 

Personnel:  Lucy was exposed to Covid at her home and has been going through testing. First tests 
were negative and she has been feeling good but being very cautious. We will keep her in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

Administration: Chad Bell provided Session a review of Trinity’s financial reports. Trinity continues 
to be in good financial condition, our annual income is down due to the pandemic but spending is also 
down. Budget information being developed by the different committees will be incorporated into the 
2021 draft budget for review at Session’s December meeting.  

Mission:  Chuck Cobery reported the Mission Committee met this afternoon and voted to give 
Trinity’s portion of the Peace and Global Witness offering to Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA).  The committee also voted to send the remaining funds ($2,900) in its “New Mission" 2020 
budgeted line item to Bonny Doon Presbyterian to support their community fire relief efforts. 
Individuals within Trinity increased this amount by an additional $2,000 for a total contribution of 
$3,900. Larry Vilardo has been working with Bonny Doon Presbyterian since the fire devastation in 
that community.  

Chuck informed Session of the current status of Santa Cruz al Salvador. Trinity currently supports 30 
school children in the K-12 age group, additional to the college students we support. The committee 
discussed including the informational and fundraising communications from the charities Trinity 
supports in the church’s weekly announcement emails.   

  (continued next page) 
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  (continued from previous page) 

Worship and Christian Education: The committee is beginning work on planning the Advent season 
activities. The committee encourages people to share with them any ideas about ways to celebrate the 
season during the pandemic. Sunday worship online continues on a weekly basis in good order. The 
recent Sunday afternoon prayer services on the Poplar Street lawn went well, two services were held 
to ensure social distancing. Response to Trinity’s election day “Day of Prayer” was enthusiastic, every 
time slot was filled. 

Urban Ministry:  Trinity’s urban ministry collaboration with Ryan Althaus’ Sweaty Sheep, and the 
Presbytery of San Jose, is considering using the name “Connected Through Creativity” to describe 
itself.  This group is planning a weekly Zoom event around the book, “The Artist’s Way”. This is an 
opportunity for participants to explore their own creativity and spirituality through different art 
projects. Trinity’s parishioners are encouraged to participate in this weekly event which begins on 
November 24th at 6:30 pm. More details will be communicated in the coming weeks. 

Stewardship:  Letters have been mailed and the Stewardship drive has begun. Chuck Cobery will 
give a short presentation this Sunday (November 15th), and pledges will be received next Sunday 
(November 22nd). 

Nominating Committee:  Charlie May will communicate to all the current roster of church officers 
and  nominating committee members. 

There being no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer at 7:10 p.m.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 5:30p.m. by Zoom. 

Lunch for Habitat Workers Needed
PICK YOUR DATE! Which first Tuesday in 2021 would you like to 
claim as yours to provide a simple lunch for the Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers? They are now hard at work on a new big project in Live 
Oak. Contact Lee Duffus at 831-295-3025 or leeduffus@gmail.com to 
select your date. 

mailto:leeduffus@gmail.com
mailto:leeduffus@gmail.com
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December Birthdays
 4 Carol Bobo 
 5 Sarah Macway 
 7 Jana Daley 
 8 Marta Narus 
15 Ana Rosa Garcia 
16     Christopher Dashiell 
23  Lorraine Vilardo 
24 Elizabeth Bunch 
25 Jesse Brothers 
31 Juanita Stock  

January Birthdays 
 1 Justin Bell  
 3 Janet Eschen-Pipes 
 5 Karen Wichelmann 
 5 Nicki Kerns 
10 Alicia Dashiell 
10 Harli Law 
17 Emily Duffus 
18 Betty Gangware 
20 Carina Bunch 
 Reed Duffus 
21 Bookie Nichols 
26 Richard Robinson 
29 Jeff Lawton 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call the 
church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 

Book Club 
Book Club meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7pm. 
New faces are always welcome at Book Club.  We will meet via 
Zoom for the future months.  Join us if you can……you don’t have to 
drive out in the dark of night and you might even be in your pajamas 
ready for bed!! 

Book Club takes a break every December.  January’s book is a biggie, 
so folks actually will have two months to read through it.  The book is 
“The Splendid and the Vile” by Erik Larson.  If you want to read on 
ahead we have chosen books for February and March as well. 
February - “Caste” by Isabel Wilkerson 
March - “River of Doubt” by Candace Millard 
If possible during this pandemic,  support our local book store when 
purchasing these books.  If you order ahead they will bring the books 
out to your car.
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Participating in the Christmas Joy Offering Amid a Pandemic
“Many hands make light work.”  “Teamwork makes the dream work.”  “If we all do a little, it adds up 
to a lot.” 

There are lots of ways to say it — but working together really does make bigger and better things 
possible.  And, lots of times, working together makes it more fun, too.  In fact, there are times made 
better just by our ability to be together, to be with one another. 

That is something that really rings true, doesn’t it?  Being together. During these past months, many of 
us weren’t able to be together in person.  We have always been together in spirit, and in faith.  But we 
missed seeing each other.  We missed seeing faces we love — up close and personal.  But that doesn’t 
mean we haven’t been together.  And we definitely have not been alone. 

There is a word that comes up a lot during this season we call Advent in the Church, and it points to the 
same sentiment, but about God: “Emmanuel.” Emmanuel means “God is with us,” and, in Jesus, we 
Christians claim that God took on human form to be with us. "God is with us” is more than just saying 
God is along for the ride. It states God values togetherness and relationship with us, leading us to value 
togetherness and relationship with one another.  When we are all together as we are today — and even 
when we are apart. 

The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we join together as Presbyterians from around the country.  We 
do this to meet the needs of vulnerable people we might not be able to meet as individuals or as single 
congregations.  We might not be able to meet face to face with those who need the support that our gifts 
provide, but we are very much still together.   

The gifts we share connect us.  They also change lives.  Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we 
support church workers and their families who experience critical financial needs through help from the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. 
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December 2, 9,16, and 23 at 7:00pm
Advent Study via Zoom.

We will be doing a 4-week zoom advent study on Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm during the weeks 
of advent. The dates are December 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd. We will be using a study curriculum 
designed by the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) called Annunciations: Disruption and 
Invitation. Here is a description of the series from the PDA website: 

This four week Advent study explores the sacred stories of Advent and Christmas through the biblical 
narratives of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary in dialogue with short excerpts from film: 
particularly, the documentaries by the Story Ministry division of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
produced alongside the affected communities. Using brief clips as conversation starters and 
interweaving them with the biblical narrative and Advent themes, a dialogue is created between the 
Bible’s sacred stories, our own human experience, and these also-holy stories from the films. Each 
week also includes a brief filmed interview connecting the day’s topic with the unfolding impact of 
COVID-19. The films share stories that are drawn from the aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean 
Tsunami that killed 230,000, gun violence, refugee resettlement, immigration detention and 
environmental racism. 

Pastor Katheryn will lead the first week, and the other three weeks will be led by various members of 
our congregation.   
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 

Thanksgiving Then & Now
Most Americans assume that the American Thanksgiving Day is based on the colonial Pilgrims’ 1621 
harvest festival, celebrated in art as occurring with Native Americans present. 

Whether factual or not, it is true that President George Washington, in 1789, announced an “official 
day of public thanksgiving and prayer” in celebration of the US victory in the American Revolution. 
However, no official Thanksgiving proclamation was issued by any president between then and 
October 3, 1863, when President Lincoln took the opportunity to thank the Union Army and God for a 
shift in the country’s fortunes and proclaimed a continuing day of thanksgiving on the Fourth Thursday 
of November.  

Today the Thanksgiving holiday continues to be, as a writer in an on-line dictionary describes it,  “a 
day for Americans to gather for a day of feasting, football and family.” Prayers of thanksgiving to God 
for the gifts of life and liberty are sometimes included. 

In his book Gratefulness, the Heart of Prayer, David Steindl-Rast has observed that living without 
gratefulness is to be sleep-walking through life. If Thanksgiving is no more to us than “feasting, 
football and family,” we are indeed sleep-walking through life and are missing the surprises that wake 
us up to the ordinary gifts that call us to gratitude; to thankful living.  

Too often, we allow ourselves to be so caught-up in the routine of living that it takes a world-shaking 
event, such as the victory in a war  to awaken us to the surprising reality of our survival. Our eyes are 
opened to the amazing character of the world around us the moment we wake up from taking things for 
granted. Yet even the smallest and most natural event such as a rainbow can awaken us to gratitude – 
to thankful living.  

So thanks-giving need not be a one day a year celebration. We can train ourselves to be awake to the 
gifts of everyday life. But it does not come easily for many of us because we are such creatures of 
habit 

If gratitude – thanksgiving – were cultivated as our “default” position in daily life, the world -  indeed 
our present troubled  world -  would be a much happier and mutually grateful place. 
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Dear Trinitarians, 

This letter is written with heartfelt gratitude for your 
generous financial gifts from the Trinity Session and 
individuals totaling $3,900 to Bonny Presbyterian, the 
church I am serving while on hiatus from Trinity,  

It is 1/3 the size of Trinity and six (6) families in the 
church lost their homes in the recent fire, two (2) 
more can’t yet return to their houses due to damage.  

The entire community has been devastated. Even if people’s houses did not burn down, they lost 
wells, water tanks, and power. 

The primary ministry outreach of Bonny Doon Presbyterian was, and still is, Higher Grounds Coffee 
Shop in converted rooms in a church owned house. They provide free food for any who have need and 
a free brunch and coffee. Bonny Doon is a rural area of 8,000 people with only a school, the firehouse 
and the church as community gathering places. Higher Grounds serves as a community center, senior 
center and lifeline for the hungry. We have converted to outdoor coffee service and a reduced menu 
due to the pandemic, and construction repairs inside Higher Grounds.  

We were closed due to Covid, however after the fire in true Presbyterian fashion we re-opened outside 
five days a week in order to serve the community! We lost our espresso machine in the fire, but 
Infusion coffee has just presented us a lend/lease machine.  
Below are some of the needs that Trinity’s wonderful gift (s) will address. 
1. A charging station for electronic devices, because it is a 44 mile round trip to any place where 

you can charge your phone. Many people are still without power. So we need a generator.  

2. Also the community has appreciated the outhouse we set up since many people have no place 
to go to the bathroom, since many folks still have no water. This has a monthly maintenance 
fee.  

3. Food distribution at Higher Grounds through the winter (home cooked and frozen meals, 
bagged meals and coffee). Since we are outdoors (Covid) we will need restaurant style outdoor 
tents/shelters and outdoor heating units


These are all items that the community requested. Like Trinity, Bonny Doon believes in Community 
Development Evangelism: the PCUSA mission strategy that encourages working with community 
partners,  something that Trinity does to perfection. 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Larry Vilardo 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Outreach 
10:00 am Zoom

Advent Study 
7:00 pm Zoom 

3 4 7

6 7
1st Monday 
Book Club 7pm
Zoom

8
Admin 4:30 p.m.
Session 5:30 p..m

9
Advent Study 
7:00 pm Zoom

10 11 12

13 14 15 16
Advent Study 
7:00 pm Zoom 

17 18 19

20 21
NO 3rd Monday 
Book Club this 
month 

22 23
Advent Study 
7:00 pm Zoom

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2

3 4
1st Monday 
Book Club 7pm
Zoom

5 6
.

7 8 9

10 11 12
Administration 
4:30 p.m.
Session   
5:30 p.m. 

13 14 15 16

17 18
3rd Monday Book 
Club
7:00 p.m. Zoom 

19
Newsletter 
Deadline
10am

20 21 22 23

24

Annual Meeting

25 26
4th Tuesday 
Luncheon
Noon

27
.

29 30
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

Holiday Alternative Gifting to Support Santa Cruz al Salvador
Again this year we have a Donation 
Acknowledgement Card with a picture 
greeting from Salvadoran children and a 
notation inside that says “A donation has been 
made in your honor to the Santa Cruz al 
Salvador mission project of area Presbyterian 
& Lutheran Churches.”  On the back is our 
motto: “Building Relationships for Better 
Lives” with the explanation that donations 
provide scholarships, school supplies, pure 
water and composting toilets in 2 rural 
poverty communities. We hope you will 
consider making a donation in honor of 
family and friends on your holiday gift list 
this year, making a donation of the amount you would have spent for their gift.   Minimum donation $10 
per card. Contact George Bunch or Gwen May to make donations and receive a donation 
acknowledgment card.  Thanks again for supporting our friends in El Salvador.  


