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Let us pray,

Gracious God, illumine these words by your Spirit that we might hear what you 
would have us hear and be who you would have us be, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

Our scripture for this morning comes from 1 Samuel, chapter 8, verses 4 
through 20, and chapter 11, verses 14 and 15.  Listen now for the word of the 
lord.

 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah, 5 and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your 	
ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” 6 But the 
thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel 
prayed to the Lord, 7 and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the 
people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me, from the 
day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so also they are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; only—you 
shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign 
over them.” 10 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who 
were asking him for a king. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who 
will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to 
be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 12 and he will appoint for 
himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow 
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 
equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 
cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive 
orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15 He will take one-tenth of your grain 
and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. 16 He will take 
your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put 
them to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his 
slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have 
chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 19 But the 
people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 
determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other nations, 
and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 14 Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there 
renew the kingship.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made 



Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of well-being 
before the Lord, and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

You’ve probably heard the phrase “everything happens for a reason.” Maybe 
you’ve said it to yourself or a loved one - I know I have. And it’s said because it’s 
meant to provide comfort.  To comfort us when we stress over decisions, over 
the ‘right’ choice. When we don’t know what’s going to happen, come what 
may… because everything happens for a reason.  

But however good the original intentions of the phrase, it’s often used as a 
cover-up, a shield to deflect our own agency when the decisions we make lead 
to bad consequences. This is bad now, but everything happens for reason - i 
was supposed to make that decision. 

We don’t have to face the reality of our choices if we were always meant to 
choose them. 

The people, the Israelites from our scripture today, perhaps found themselves 
saying the same thing, or something like it, when they demanded a king: give us 
a king they told Samuel.

You see, Israel was in a time of transition in how they were governed. Leading 
up to our scripture today, Israel was governed by a judge. 

These judges were appointed by God to govern, and overall it was a time of 
confusion and conflict.

There were great judges, and some not so great judges, but they all seemed to 
fall into a similar pattern: each judge would enjoy various amounts of success, 
and then it would be followed by a failure. a failure which was fixed by the next 
judge God chose. 

Samuel was the last of these judges, and he really became much more than the 
other judges - his rule had extended into all parts of life: political, cultural, and 
religious. 

And he was a good judge and ruler, but he was getting old and wanted his sons 
to become the next judges. His sons, however, were not like him.  Scripture tells 
us they took bribes and perverted justice and so the people knew that they 
wouldn’t make good leaders. So they looked to other nations and saw they all 
had kings and came to the conclusion that the solution to this problem was to 
have a king. 




They went to Samuel and said: give us a king! And in doing so, they turn their 
back on God. They no longer have trust in God, that God knows what is best for 
them. 

They’ve forgotten that God was the one to bring them out of slavery from Egypt 
and give them this promise land - but no - now they know what’s best for 
themselves. Not Samuel, not God. 

When have we done the same? When we’re afraid or things get tough, thus 
we’ve demanded God give us our own king - betraying our trust in God.  

God warns them what will happen if they have a king, but they demand again: 
give us a king! 

God gives in, and tells Samuel to give them a king. But, you see, it’s not a 
monarchy like those of the other nations that the Israelites so desperately 
wanted to emulate. The kings of the other nations were always initiated from the 
Gods above. As Roger Nam describes - IN the ancient Near East, kingship was 
ignited by the Gods and descended onto humankind. 

The king, the monarchy the Israelites get is radically different: it rises from below. 
Initiated not by God but by the people. And over the course of the next three 
kings the Israelites get: Saul, and David, and Solomon, and eventually all God 
warned would happen comes true. And as the people slowly, throughout the 
reign of these 3 kings, realized all that they were warned about was coming true: 

I wonder if they told themselves everything happens for a reason? We were 
meant to demand a king. The grace of this story, of God, is this: in some ways, 
they are right. 

Everything happens for a reason - but not because God has planned our each 
and every step we take. 

God explicitly did not want to give them a King but God did so because they 
were relentless. 

No - hear this good news - everything happens for a reason because God works 
through each and every step we take, each decision we make good or bad: God 
is in our midst and works through it all to bring about the kingdom here on earth. 
even to the point of restraining God’s self, so that we have the autonomy to 
make our own decisions - whatever they may be. 

What grace! What love is this! That God takes even the darkest parts of our 
selves and our lives and uses them to bring about God’s goodness. 




For what comes from that line of Kings, generations after Saul and David and 
Solomon: Jesus Christ. 

The story of Samuel and then Saul and David and Solomon, the story told in 1 
and 2 Samuel through 1 and 2 kings is widely considered one of the greatest 
narratives to be passed down from antiquity. 

It’s considered so astounding because of how authentically and powerfully it 
portrays the vast complexities of human nature. 

Contemporary Hebrew scholar Robert Alter writes that nowhere else in the bible 
is its ability to define characters and etch revelatory dialogue in a few telling 
strokes more brilliantly developed. and we are able to see that here, in just this 
small portion of the narrative that is our scripture for today. 

In the fear and concern of the people, the agony of Samuel and his love towards 
his sons that blinds him to reality, the pain of God the Father loving the Israelites 
so much that God restrains God’s self just so that the people have their 
autonomy. They have their king. 

Give us a king: they demanded. We demand. And God gave them a king: both 
the king they wanted - Saul, and then David and Solomon - but also the king 
they needed. We all needed: Christ the king. 

A king born of a line not initiated by God above, but from the people below. 

Not a king that came in glory, but a king who died on a cross. 

The next time you or a loved one are stressed, fearful of the future, and you 
don’t know what decision to make - perhaps instead of thinking everything 
happens for a reason - instead rest in the comfort that God is in our midst and 
works through all things to bring about goodness. 

Each decision we make, even when we demand earthly kings, God still chooses 
us, and works through us, all to bring about God’s kingdom. And for that, thanks 
be to God. Amen.


