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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Greetings Trinity Family, 

As I mentioned in both our Ash Wednesday service and my letter in your Lenten take-home gift bags, this 
Lenten season we are using worship resources from the ministry group, A Sanctified Art. This ministry 
was created to support worshiping communities in integrating art and creativity into their spiritual 
practices. The theme for their Lenten resources is “Again and Again: A Lenten Refrain.”  

When describing why they chose the theme, they state: “In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and 
again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up again. Again 
and again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats—every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the 
powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With 
exasperation we exclaim, “Again?! How long, O God?” And yet, in the midst of the motion blur 
chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: “I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.” 
Again and again, God breaks the cycle and offers us a new way forward.” 

This Lenten season is Again a season spent in isolation. Look for this theme: in your devotionals, in 
our liturgy, in the small ways and big ways of your day to day lives. In the ways you look forward 
with hope, even in the ways you look back in grief and despair. Again and again, God will meet you 
there. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Katheryn 
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Report of Session Meeting of February 9, 2021
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, George Bunch, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Richard 
Robinson, Ed Sams, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Katheryn McGinnis, Moderator.  
A quorum was present and the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. with prayer. 

Time of Reflection:  Session discussed Matthew 17:1-8, “What does the Transfiguration mean for us 
today?”  

Clerk’s Report:   The minutes from the Session meeting of January 12, 2021 were approved with the 
following clarification: The total reduction in the mission expense budget, between new mission 
giving and disaster relief, totaled $5,000. M/S/P.  

Pastor’s Report:  Rev. Katheryn McGinnis welcomed George Bunch and Ed Sams as the newest 
members of Session. Katheryn reported that she has been working with Theresa Nelson on Lenten 
take home craft gift packages which will include daily devotionals and be distributed this Sunday 
afternoon. Theresa is currently living in the cottage and is part of the Urban Ministry effort in which 
we have engaged. Katheryn has been working as a member of the San Jose Presbytery Committee On 
Representation and Empowerment (CORE) dealing with racial issues within churches, and the larger 
Presbyterian Church. Katheryn is helping plan and facilitate the “Wide Awake” workshop which will 
be a four part series by Zoom every Sunday during Lent from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm, and she encouraged 
anyone interested to attend.  

Administration: Bob Scott has applied for PPP loan forgiveness on our first governmental pandemic 
loan, and has applied for a second available PPP. Emily Duffus recommended we revise the 2021 
Budget to include an addition Manse Maintenance expense item of $1,000. M/S/P.   Chuck Cobery 
gave an update on his monitoring of people making unauthorized use of our property. He installed a 
lock and chain on the fence gate between the cottage and the fellowship hall and he recommended we 
install a motion detecting light there. He also suggested we consider removing the picnic table and the 
outside mini-library, as they seem to attract people who tend to trespass and litter. Session agreed to 
think about these suggestions over the next months. Ed Sams agreed to perform the annual audit of  
Trinity’s finances.  

Mission:  Chuck Cobery reported the packages have been purchased and assembled for the families of 
our El Salvador scholarship students. The packages included food, cooking, and kitchen items. Chuck 
plans to give a minute for mission on this Sunday during worship.  

Outreach:  Theresa Nelson has agreed to help with the design and improvement of Trinity’s website. 
The committee has been working to distribute the recent Presbyterian Church USA magazine article 
about Katheryn McGinnis. The recent Fourth Tuesday Zoom “luncheon" was titled “Flood of 
Memories” about the 1955 Santa Cruz flood and had about 40 attendees. The committee plans to 
engage with Theresa on potential urban ministry work. 
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Worship and Christian Education: The committee has been working on Lenten season planning and 
will meet this Thursday to continue that effort. The Ash Wednesday service will be recorded for home 
viewing and ashes will be administered by Katheryn in a drive-by at church on Wednesday. 

The Lenten evening studies titled “Seeking the Intercultural Church” will be held by zoom on Thursdays 
between February 18th and March 25th, between 7pm and 8pm. 

On February 21 at 11:30 am, a Faith, Ethics, and Social Concerns zoom forum titled “Confronting 
Racism in Church and Society: Awareness and Action” will be presented. It will feature a panel 
discussion exploring the history and present impact of racism in the church. Presenters will be Rev. 
Katheryn McGinnis, retired professor Dr. Glenn Joy and Father Nat Johnson.  

Old Business: Katheryn has discussed her installation service with Presbytery and they have strongly 
encouraged the church move forward with it. Session tentatively set the date for Sunday, March 21st 
during regular morning worship, Katheryn will work on the planning. 

Session discussed applying for a Presbytery grant for video recording equipment for online worship. 

Ellen Bauerle has begun obtaining quotes for possibly installing new carpeting in the Sanctuary. 

New Business:  Session re-elected the three co-treasurers for Trinity. They are Chad Bell, Emily Duffus, 
and Bob Scott. M/S/P 

Session was updated on Tanya’s current health and living situation. Prior to her health issues, Tanya had 
been living in her RV in our parking lot as a part of the Association of Faith Community’s Safe Spaces 
parking program. 

Session discussed the current pandemic situation and how it affects our ability to open the church for 
worship. Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle and. Richard Robinson will continue to monitor, meet, and discuss 
our options. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer at 7:05 p.m. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 5:30p.m. by Zoom. 

continued from previous page
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Reminder: Daylight Savings
Begins at 2:00am, March 14 

Newsletter Articles Due
Mar 16 - Newsletter available 3/28 

April 20 - Newsletter available May 2 

May 18 - Newsletter available May 30 

March Birthdays
    6 Russ Hobbs 
    7 Kent Imai 
   17 Patti Lawton 
   22 Sunshine Duffus 
   23 Evie Macway 
   26 Beth Hooley 
   29 Michael Christie 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call the 
church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 

Book Club
You are always welcome to join the book club as they talk about books 
that they have read.  Book Club meets (via zoom these days) on the third 
Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. 

In March we will be reading and discussing “River of Doubt” by Candace 
Millard.   
 
The book for April will be “American Dirt” by Jeanine Cummins.
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Please join us on Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021, 
by donating to this worthy cause. 

Checks should be mailed to Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95062

You may also donate online at:
https://www.trinitypressc.org/donate-to-trinity
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 

“Things Happen, But…” 
Things happen (pandemics, lies and cheating, war and killing, ethnic cleansing, wildfires, climate 
change, mental and physical illness, etc.) but these “things” are not God’s will. God does not “cause” 
such things to happen. Rather God “weeps” over these distortions and violations of God’s desire, 
God’s intention... In the midst of “these things, God continues to “call” to nudge, to nurture, to bless 
and transform through love, these and all things toward their true and possible good purpose.   

Persons can choose. Persons can join together to either resist the negative “un-life” things in the 
world , or instead - in faith and hope and love  - to listen, hear and join the grace and call of God 
toward peace, health, unity, wholeness, mutual caring, compassion and helpfulness - toward LIFE.   
There is in each one of us a Holy Spirit calling us to our true selves and to choose to unite ourselves 
with the power of God’s spirit working in the world.  

Such a choice may be hard to see or hear in the midst of a sick and distorted human culture.  But this is 
the true task of  “Religion”  which means “to bind together”  - to enable us to join others in the pursuit 
of the stream of benevolent, mysterious power flowing from the  sacred Source.  

Stop what you are doing and listen to your heart, your soul. There is a voice calling you, calling all of 
us to share in the Holy task of creating a heaven on earth, of “bringing the Kingdom of God on earth as 
it is in heaven.”  Let go of your despair, your cynicism, your need for protection or your desire for 
dominance, all of which contribute to darkness and death, and join with others in the sacrificial way of 
Life, which is eternal.  

Our Grand Piano Finds A New Home contributed by Jennie Edwards
Dear Trinity family, 

The grand piano that has graced the front of the Sanctuary for the last two and a half years has a new 
home! On Tuesday, February 16, Rick Howard of Howard’s Piano Moving picked up the piano from 
Trinity and, on Wednesday, February 17, delivered it to Borrego Springs in Southern California. 

To give you all the details, let’s rewind the clock to July, 2018. Gary and I had sold our home in 
Felton and had not decided where we would settle next. We were moving our belongings to storage 
units and we had agreed to a month-to-month rental at Nicki and Donald Kern’s beautiful home in 
Oakhurst. To Gary and me, it didn’t make sense to stuff our piano into a storage unit or tow it from 
place to place until we figured out where we would settle. To us, Trinity Presbyterian Church was the 
perfect place to house the piano until we knew for sure what we wanted to do next. The Session 
agreed and the piano was moved from Felton to Trinity. 

In December, 2018, we made the move permanently to Borrego Springs in Eastern San Diego 
County. Our home has a unique layout, and we’ve spent a great deal of time over the past two years 
thinking about how we might wedge that large piano into the new house. Also during this time, 

(Continued on back page) 
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The Librarian’s Corner 
Last month I outlined my plan for updating the library. 
This month I  am going to add something. I plan to have 
a shelf (or half shelf) dedicated to New York Times 
Bestsellers.   

I will also be writing short reviews and recommendations.  

This month I would like to mention the New York 
Times Bestseller “Brand Luther” by Andrew Pettigrew.  
The full title is “Brand Luther: How an Unheralded Monk Turned His Small Town into a Center of 
Publishing, Made Himself the Most Famous Man in Europe--and Started the Protestant Reformation”. 
This book was a bestseller and Times notable book of the year. It explores how well Luther was able 
to use the “social media” of his time, i.e. pamphlets, books and illustrated pieces.  

Luther, unlike other Reformers, did not think that art or images were suspect so he was able to 
produce some tremendous illustrated materials including three best selling books that he wrote in one 
year! Luther did not invent the printing press but he probably leveraged it better than anyone else.  

It is a riveting story of how he “got the word out”.  I enjoyed this book so much that I read it twice. 
There is a copy in our church library.  If want to “check it out” literally and figuratively call me at 
707-372-2958 or email me at lvilardo@earthlink.net and I can meet you there. We currently don’t 
have regular hours at the library due to virus restrictions.  

Warmly, Larry Vilardo 

mailto:lvilardo@earthlink.net
mailto:lvilardo@earthlink.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1

1st Monday 
Book Club 7pm 
Zoom

2 3 4
Lenten Series
7:00 p.m. Zoom

5 6

7 8 9
Session
5:30 p.m.
via Zoom

10
 

11
Outreach
9:00 a.m. 
Via Zoom
WCE 11:00am
Lenten Series
7:00pm Zoom

12 13

14

Daylight Saving 
Time begins 
tonight

15
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Zoom

16
Newsletter 
Deadline 

17 18

Lenten Series
7:00pm Zoom

19 20

21 22 23 24
Faith Community  
Shelter,  
5:30 p.m.

25
Lenten Series
7:00pm Zoom

26 27

28

Palm Sunday

29 30  31    
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

(Continued from page 6) 

we’ve become very close friends with our 
neighbors Dick and Sherry. Dick, a retired 
physician from Minnesota, is a very fine 
pianist and plays daily. Lately he has been 
unsatisfied with his current piano, frustrated 
with issues that are resisting repair. After 
much discussion, we decided to move the 
piano into Dick and Sherry’s home where it 
will be lovingly cared for and played almost 
every day. Dick and Sherry may some day 
purchase the piano but, for now, we are sure 
it will be safe and secure in its new home, 
and we only need to walk down the street to 
enjoy it ourselves. 

Thank you, Trinity family, for watching over the piano and enjoying it over these past couple of 
years. Gary and I are so very grateful! 


