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I’ve always been fascinated with time. When I was young, I loved to learn 
history, and read historical fiction novels. I’d curl up with a book and immerse 
myself in a world of the past. A past that never felt too far away.  
When I got older and started thinking more concretely about God and faith 
and what it meant to be a beloved child of God I started thinking about the 
future – and I would get lost in trying to comprehend a future of eternity with 
God. I couldn’t grasp how time could be endless and what that would mean 
– and I still can’t. 
It is perhaps one of the main reasons a theological education suited me so 
well – because I was free to, and in fact encouraged to, get lost in questions 
that really cannot be answered – questions that our human minds cannot 
comprehend. At the heart of study theology, studying the Bible, studying 
Christ – is surrendering what we think we know about a lot of things. Really, 
most everything. And then opening our minds to blessing of re-learning from 
God.  
This is true with time. Over the course of my faith and education, I’ve had to 
let go of what I think I know about time – about the past, the present, and the 
future, and their relationship to each other – and instead open my mind to re-
learning what God teaches us about time.  
You see, modern western society has a very linear understanding of time. 
The past happened. The present is here. And the future will come. All in a 
nice neat line that starts from a point – a beginning – and keeps extending 
forward. In all that our minds can comprehend, this is true – but the time God 
teaches us, God’s time, is colored brightly and vibrantly with rich complexity.  
The beatitudes are a perfect illustration of this. Now – it’s not obvious. It’s 
easy to overlook, but if you look critically at what Jesus is saying – he holds 
this tension between the present and the future. Between what already is and 
what is to come. Between the Already and the Not Yet. And it’s in this tension 
that we find our hope. 
The beatitudes mark the beginning of Jesus’ teachings in the Gospel of 
Matthew. He has just been tempted by the devil for 40 days and 40 nights in 
the wilderness and then his ministry begins. He begins to proclaim “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Mat 4:17). I should note here that 



the Greek word translated as repent has the connotation of “changing one’s 
course of action” and “transformation.” He’s calling people to do more than 
just what we think of repenting – he wants people to transform the way they 
live their lives.  
Jesus then calls his first disciples and then goes about “proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 
the people” (Mat 4:23). And because of this – he’s become popular. People 
are wanting to hear what he has to say. They want to know how to repent – 
how to transform their lives – to become part of this new community, to be 
part of the Kingdom. So, he goes up a mountain and begins to teach. 
As Raj Nadella writes, “Within this literary context, the Beatitudes should be 
read as Jesus’ manifesto for transformation in the community he has just 
inaugurated. They reveal what the new community will look like. The 
Beatitudes address those who experience various kinds of oppression as well 
as those who have been targeted because of their pursuit of righteousness. 
They promise blessings to each of these oppressed groups.” 
 So, here’s where time comes in and things get a little confusing. A little 
complex. Where our linear understandings of time don’t really help us. See, 
the beatitudes – what Jesus is teaching here – exist within this tension of the 
already and the not yet. 
In a way, they are almost a formula for God’s conceptions of time. 
The first part of each beatitude is the present: blessed are the poor in spirit, 
blessed are those who mourn blessed are the meek. These are present, 
tangible reality. You probably know of people who are poor in spirit, who are 
meek, who mourn. Today, on this All Saints Sunday, we will honor those 
whom we have lost, those whom we mourn.  
The second part is the future: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, for they 
WILL BE comforted, for the WILL inherit the earth. These exist is a future 
reality. They are not yet here with us, part of our reality in the present.  
So, when do we receive them? When will those who mourn be comforted? 
When will the meek inherit the earth? If we read the beatitudes as a manifesto 
for the new community – as revealing what the new community will look like 
– when is the new community here?  
 



These questions of time, and the future of the new community – of the 
kingdom- and when these blessings will fall upon us – the already and the not 
yet - they are really questions of a future hope. A hope in Christ that those 
who are marginalized are blessed by God and that blessing will bear fruits of 
the Kingdom. And there are different schools of thought of when and where 
that kingdom will come. 
Perhaps you’re now saying the Lord’s Prayer in your mind – your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is heaven. And that’s a good thing- 
because the Lord’s Prayer, found in the next chapter of Matthew, is perhaps 
the best answer for how the Gospel of Matthew sees the Kingdom of God – 
how it answers the questions of when are where: Both Heaven and Earth. 
The language in the Gospel of Matthew of a new creation or a new heaven 
and a new earth – they signal both continuity and discontinuity that, held 
together, represent the strange logic of God’s time.  
The beatitudes reflect this in-between, this refusal to choose between the 
kingdom of God made manifest in our reality and the kingdom made manifest 
in a far off, separate reality. Jesus, in the beatitudes, is saying that this 
transformation that is necessary for the new community, the kingdom, will 
become more and more evident – but may be seen even now. He sees God’s 
reign not only as a future hope but also something that we work for and live 
into in the present.  
The tension between the already and the not yet.  
This tension can especially be felt today, on All Saints day. Think about the 
saints we have lost this year and take comfort in the already and the not yet. 
It’s this tension that gives us hope – that the saints we have lost are the 
already – already in God’s kingdom. And those of us here on earth – the not 
yet. But in the refusal to choose between the two – we are both connected. 
Those who have died and gone on to be with God, and those of us who still 
live and work to bring the kingdom of God here on earth – as it is heaven. It’s 
a connection that spans realities – spans our limited connections of time – all 
bound in the hope of Jesus Christ and the mystery of God’s time.  
To this day, I’m still fascinated with time. I still get lost trying to comprehend 
God’s conception of time. and even when I try my best to open my mind to 
learn from God – I still fail. But that’s the beauty of Christ, my success doesn’t 
matter. I don’t need to know the intricacies of God’s understanding of time – 



you don’t either. But we do need to follow Christ’s teaching in the beatitudes, 
and understand that by following them – we become part of God’s new 
community – where both those who are marginalized and oppressed and 
those who are the peacemakers and those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness are blessed by God.  
If you mourn today – here these words from Christ: blessed are you who 
mourn for you will be comforted. Take comfort and find hope in the already 
and the not yet. Hope that the kingdom of God is both here already and not 
yet. In this way, God’s people are all connected, whether they are here now, 
have been, or have yet to come – all are intertwined within the kingdom of 
God. And all take part in its coming – both here on earth and as it in heaven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
 
 


