
June 7, 2020 Trinity Sunday  
This is Trinity Sunday, a great day for us at Trinity Presbyterian! 
The passage from Matthew was chosen for this liturgical day because it 
directs Baptism in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Even 
today, Ecumenical baptisms are considered legitimate when that formula is 
used. What does this passage  mean for us today? 
Baptism is the sign and seal of entrance into a community of faith which is the 
church. Of all the Gospels, only Matthew mentions the word “Church”, 
showing his emphasis on the new community in God’s plan founded by our 
Lord Jesus and initiated by the Spirit. This community is world wide. As Jesus 
says here “go into the all the world”. This community is also a learning 
community, we are directed to “make disciples”, teaching others what Christ 
has taught us.  
This includes all the teachings in the book of Matthew, but especially relevant 
today are the timeless teachings from the Sermon on the Mount. In that 
sermon Jesus teaches the importance of ceaseless and secret prayer, radical 
forgiveness, unlimited charity and love of neighbor and of enemy, all 
incredibly challenging counter cultural teachings. 
Yet, in any time of crisis these words become more real. As we shelter-in-
place is not prayer more important than ever? As we live in tight quarters is 
not radical forgiveness called for every day? As institutions and people 
struggle economically is not unlimited charity necessary?  And love, deep 
love, the love that encompasses both friend and enemy is the power that will 
get us through this. It says in this passage that confronted with the resurrected 
Jesus ‘they worshipped but some doubted”. 
To see the world turned upside down can cause us to doubt even what is right 
in front of us. We are no different today than those early disciples. We worship 
and we doubt, we struggle to listen to our Lord and do what is right, with 
varying success.  
It’s like baking. Under SIP I learned how to successfully make Banana Bread, 
and Apple Coffee Cake. I also learned how to burn cookies, badly. 
We struggle with success and failure under SIP. We can often feel adrift and 
powerless.  



However, Jesus encourages us with these words. “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me” and also “Lo I am with you always even to the 
end of the age.”  
Our Lord is always with us, for God our creator knows us better than we know 
ourselves. Jesus, our Savior, has walked in our steps and experienced the pain 
and tragedy of our lives fully even unto death. The Holy Spirit is the breath of 
God that inspires us. Trinity is indeed a wonderful church, and the Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is amazing in its actions  over, beside and within 
the people of Trinity.  
Prayer: Lord, you have been given all power and authority in heaven and on 
earth. You use that power to love us and that authority to guide us. We are 
indeed a blessed people, thank you. 
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


