
“Beautiful for Patriot’s Dream?” 

On this July 4th the entire country is perplexed about what makes a true 
Patriot. Jana told me that when she googled ‘Patriot’ while planning the 
bulletin, sports kept coming up. I said “what?”  She said, “There is a 
football team called the Patriots”. That is too painful for me to remember.  
I am from Buffalo, New York and the Patriots have come to play the Bills 
in Buffalo 17 times in the last twenty years, and have beaten the Bills at 
home 15 out of 17 times.  
I don’t have a warm and fuzzy feeling about the Patriots, and many today 
do not have a warm and fuzzy feeling about what it means to be a Patriot. 
Is it flag waving? Is it promoting values of the past? Is it being a military 
hero? Is it protecting free speech? Is it all of these?  Or none? 
I think Patriotism is wanting the best for the future of your country and 
working for it. By that definition King David was the most patriotic man 
of all time. During his lifetime he brought Israel from a nation of warring 
tribes, literally living in the stone age, to a dominant super power. An 
unmatched feat. 
How did David define being a patriot? Today’s psalm is considered by 
some his last prayer, or his last will and testament, as he  prayed for the 
future of Israel and the future of his son, King Solomon. Included in the 
psalm are typical prayers for long term economic prosperity “to abound 
until the moon is no more”, prayers for brisk trade, note the reference to 
“Gold from Sheba”, prayers for successful agricultural production, “ May 
grain abound throughout the land”,  and good international relations and 
reputation, “may his name endure forever,” and, “All nations will be 
blessed through him”. This is what every nation wants, what every 
politician promises.  
But there is something special in this psalm. Justice for the poor, the 
afflicted, the needy, the crushed, and those of the lowest classes are 
mentioned in depth in this prayer in seven of the twenty verses! David 
wants the wretched poor to have equal justice, the afflicted to be governed 



fairly, the broken to be saved from peril and despair and those who are 
crushed by deceitful oppressors to have their oppressors crushed. He 
wants the children of the needy be brought out of dangers, for poverty is a 
dangerous lifestyle for children. He wants what the Hebrews call Mishpat 
or Justice to be exercised. Mishpat in Israel today means lawyer. The 
Israeli civil courts are charmingly called batei mishpat lshalom, courts for 
making peace between people. 
The Jewish scholar Maimonides concludes his ‘Guide for the Perplexed’ 
with the words from Jeremiah 9:23; Let not the mighty man glory in his 
might... let him glory only in this, that he knows me, for I am God who 
does loving kindness, judgment [mishpat] and righteousness in the earth. 
Today we are often perplexed or confused about who or what makes a real 
patriot. David was not perplexed and neither was Jesus. When he came to 
Nazareth, his home town, (the “land of his father” which is the root of the 
word patriot) he famously quoted Isaiah.   
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free.” 
We don’t need to be perplexed during these confusing times. We can listen 
to King David, and follow the example of the Son of David, even Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who declared the acceptable day of he Lord, the Jewish 
feast of Jubilee in which every family was given an economic reboot 
through the returning of land to those who had lost it. Patriotism is 
acceptable when it gives good news to the poor. With that definition 
Trinity has been one of the most patriotic churches of all time.  
May God Bless you.


