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Today is an exciting Sunday for those who follow the liturgical calendar. Today is Christ 
the King Sunday, which marks the end of our liturgical year. Next week begins advent, 
and thus a new liturgical year begins. I must confess, I did not pay much attention to 
the liturgical calendar until I started seminary. I knew the basics but not really the 
background. Learning the liturgical calendar and its importance, not only for worship 
planning but theology as well, was one of my favorite things I learned in seminary. 
I’m particularly excited because this day marks my first Sunday wearing white. White is 
the liturgical color associated with Christ the King Sunday. In fact, My sister gave me 
this stole as an ordination gift, so Christ the king Sunday is the first chance I’ve had to 
wear it. 
On Christ the king Sunday, the church gives thanks and praise for the sovereignty of 
Christ, who is Lord of all creation and is coming again in glory to reign. It is celebrated 
as the last Sunday of the liturgical year because it ends our marking of Ordinary Time 
after the Day of Pentecost, and moves us to the threshold of Advent, the season of 
hope for Christ’s coming again at the end of time. The day centers on the crucified and 
risen Christ, whom God exalted to rule over the whole universe. The celebration of the 
lordship of Christ thus looks back to Ascension, Easter, and Transfiguration, and points 
ahead to the appearing in glory of the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
I think Presbyterians can sometimes be a bit cautious or perhaps uneasy about the 
language of Christ the King Sunday. We presbyterians pride ourselves on our church 
polity – how there is no church hierarchy and the governance of both local churches 
and the larger church as a whole is a joint effort between both ministers and elders. 
Neither holds all the power. 
I love to brag about how some of the founding fathers were Presbyterians and perhaps 
our polity influenced the united states constitutions – there are similarities. 
All of this to say – we Presbyterians love our committees, we love our democracy, we 
love lifting up many voices in decision making for the church.
But the reality is, our faith is not a democracy. As Christians we are servants of Christ. 
Christ is our King. 
Our scripture today shows that clearly. 
Our opening verse - When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 



Kings, sovereigns, sit on thrones of glory. But the verses that follow show the Christ the 
king is no earthly king. His kingdom is no earthly kingdom. And we must let go of our 
biases or expectations of what WE think a king is or should be.
Jesus shows us what true sovereignty is – God’s sovereignty.
Right away he sets the stage – all the nations will be gathered before him. Christ is not 
just the king of Christians or King of the Jews – he is king of all – all the nations, the 
whole world.
And he will separate us from each other just as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
goats. Now, during Jesus’ time this was a common practice for shepherds. They would 
separate the goats from the sheep at night because the sheep have their fleece so 
could stand the cold. The goats could not. 
Just as the shepherd knows the sheep from the goats, does Christ our king know the 
righteous from the unrighteous. And as he separates, he brings judgement. The sheep 
to his right, the righteous, get to inherit the kingdom, and the goat to his left, the 
unrighteous, are cursed and have to depart from him. And all that stands between 
them are how they treated the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, 
those in prison. 
What’s so peculiar is that neither knew they were being judged – neither knew that how 
they treated these people is actually how they were treating Christ. They would have 
no reason to – but in the final judgment, Christ most indisputably aligns with the most 
vulnerable of our society.  
Matthew is often called a gospel of justice and it shows clearly here. There can be no 
justice without judgement. But here justice and mercy are intertwined. As Ana Case 
Winters explains “It is no more than simple ‘justice’ for those who have the ability to 
care for those who have need through acts of mercy.” The king who aligns himself with 
the most vulnerable defines justice and those with means treating those without with 
mercy. 
Christ our king builds the foundations of his kingdom on acts of justice and mercy.  And 
just like the sheep and goats who ask the Lord “how were we supposed to know it was 
you” or perhaps better stated “how were we supposed to know THIS would be our 
judgement for entry into the kingdom”, we should instead embrace the joy of Christ – 
the joy of living in mercy. Living in justice. 
We need not ask “when will the son of man come in all his glory”.  We need ask 
ourselves – “how will we live while we wait?”
The religious studies department in my undergrad department used to bring in a 
speaker every semester. One speaker presented on his time working with churches 
and nonprofits at the US/Mexico border.  After hearing passionate stories of his 
encounters of both those churches and the immigrants trying to make their way into the 



United States, he boldly told all of us there to go to the border ourselves and witness 
what has happening. And I’ll never forget what he said next. He said, “You might not 
find Jesus, but you will find Jesus” (Spanish pronunciation).
A kingdom built on justice and mercy. A king who judges us by how we treat Jesus 
(Spanish). 
In his address to the nations, Jesus judges us all the same – whether we are Christian, 
Jewish, gentile, atheist, Muslim, the list goes on. We are all judged through justice and 
mercy. And we are judged by CHIRST ALONE. Perhaps this frees us – us Christians – 
to not spend our time wrapped up in worry about the traditions or labels. To paraphrase 
Dirk Lange:  Rather than considering ourselves holders or keepers of the mystery of 
God (in our liturgy, in our works, in our piety), we discover that God is always already 
outside the circle we draw and the boundaries we create. Mission itself becomes 
redefined when we consider the move outwards as a move towards God!
On this Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of our liturgical year – we affirm Christ 
reigns supreme. Christ’s truth judges falsehood. As the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, Christ is the center of the universe, the ruler of all history, the 
judge of all people. In Christ all things began, and in Christ all things will be fulfilled. In 
the end, Christ will triumph over the forces of evil.
As we turn towards a new year with the season of advent – holds these truths of Christ 
the king. That his kingdom is no earthy kingdom. His kingdom is one definitively 
defined by showing justice and mercy to the most vulnerable. And you need not wait 
for Jesus to come again – no we enter into the joy of Jesus Christ our King each and 
every day that we show compassionate justice and endless mercy. That is the 
kingdom. Thanks be to God. Amen.


