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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to 
the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 
burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight — why the bush does not burn up.” 
When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
And Moses said, “Here I am.”  The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 
Exodus 3:1-4 and 7 

This is the famous story of the burning bush, that just kept on burning. God tells Moses he is aware of the 
suffering of his people and he is going to do something about it. Later in the text we find out what God is 
going to do. He is going to send Moses to do something about it.  

We currently have suffering, death, pain and misery in so many dimensions it is hard to grasp. Between a 
dozen and twenty family units from Trinity have had to evacuate due to the fires.  

The national biological, social, and racial pandemics continue.  Three different people said to me when the 
CZU fire broke out, “All we need now are locusts”, referring to one of the plagues that brought Egypt to her 
knees and freed the Hebrews from slavery.

This text indicates that God knows what is going on, and when the fires of suffering keep burning without 
end, he does something. He calls us to take action. People at Trinity are providing showers for the homeless, 
lobbying for people to vote, making masks and checking up on each other.  

I want to thank everyone at Trinity for responding to God’s call in ways both large and small. 

Warmly, Pastor Larry
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Report of Session Meeting of August 11, 2020
Elders Present via Zoom: Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff 
Lawton, Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Larry Vilardo, Moderator. 
Guests:  Katheryn McGinnis, and Ryan Althaus (part of meeting, by phone)  
A quorum being present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. with prayer.  
Reflection:  Session read and discussed Genesis 45: 1-15.  
Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of July14, 2020 and minutes of the 
Congregational meeting of July 19, 2020 were both approved.  M/S/P  
Katheryn McGinnis’ start date was moved up to Sept 21, 2020.  M/S/P 
Pastor’s Report:  Larry was pleased to announce that Jim Atwood completed Virtual New Member 
Class and has requested to become a member of Trinity. Session approved.  M/S/P. Dan Watkins also 
completed Virtual New Member Class and has decided to wait to join until determining whether his 
wife will also join. 
Zoom Communications:  Kathy Willott gave an update on our new Zoom account available for 
Trinity’s meetings use and how it can be utilized. Kathy volunteered and Session accepted her offer to 
be the calendar coordinator (Zoom Master). Kathy gave Session an update on the upcoming Zoom 
meetings already scheduled. 
Personnel:  Debbie and Larry had a performance review with Jana which is available for Session 
review. Overall, Jana is doing a great job. Debbie and Larry will be reviewing Niki’s performance with 
her tomorrow. 
Safe Church:  Everyone has now received the email with the link for this training, most have taken 
the training. 
Administration:  Chad Bell provided Session a review of the budget. Trinity continues to be in good 
financial condition, our income is down, spending is also down. Year to date we are considerably 
ahead of our budget.  Session accepted the budget report. Administration plans to revise the budget in 
September to reflect our new pastor and manse.  
The cameras being used to monitor the grounds have been working successfully.  Chuck Cobery 
continues to do a good job keeping an eye on the church security. 
Mission:  The Mission Committee met Friday, July 17th by Zoom. We learned there will probably not 
be a trip to El Salvador in February unless the pandemic conditions change.  Paul Seever has requested 
we think about having someone take his place as a member of the Association of Faith Communities 
(AFC). Debbie volunteered to be Trinity’s representative on AFC. The next committee will be in 
October. 
Worship and Christian Education:  Faith Ethics and Social Concerns will be hosting a forum on the 
topic of voting on August 23rd.  Sunday worship online continues on a weekly basis. 
New Business:  Ryan Althaus was included in the meeting by phone. He gave a short summary of his 
thoughts related to Trinity collaborating with the special needs ministry.  Session continued 
discussions about re-opening the church for regular in-person services.  Session voted to stay closed 
for regular in-person services at least through September.  M/S/P
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September Birthdays
  8  Dave Macway 
 19 Patti Maraldo 
 27 Bob Scott 

September Anniversaries 
  3  Richard & Roberta Zakarian 
 12 Ed & Sally Sams  

Things That Make Us Smile! 
800 is a lucky number for all ages!  Florence Nuss has knit baby caps for Dominican Hospital for a 
couple of years, and during the pandemic she has reached almost 800 total.  And to help make the 
pandemic shorter, Jeanne Baker has sewn over 800 masks!  Way to go, Florence and Jeanne!

Lunch for Habitat Workers Needed
The busy volunteers at Habitat for Humanity are in the final stages of 
preparing the site for another multi-unit building project in Live Oak. 
And the carpenters, plumbers, and electricians will be looking forward 
to lunches prepared by volunteers from the Trinity Family. We provide 
lunches on the first Tuesday of each month. November is already 
taken, but signups are open for October 6, December 1, and January 5. 
Contact Lee Duffus at 831-295-3025 to select your date.
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Book Club  Book Club meets on the 3rd Monday, via 
Zoom, at 7pm.  Zoom info is sent weekly via the all-church 
emails.  
September: In September we will be reading “A Single 
Thread” by Tracy Chevalier.  It is an intriguing story of a 
young woman facing conventions and prejudices at the dawn 
of the second world war. 

October:  “Pope Joan” by Donna Woolfolk Cross. Pope Joan 
is the legend of the ninth-century woman who disguised 
herself as a man and rose to become the only female ever to 
sit on the throne of St. Peter. In this international bestseller, 
Cross brings the Dark Ages to life in all their brutal splendor 
and shares the dramatic story of a woman whose strength of 
vision led her to defy the social restrictions of her day.

Have You Thought About Your Legacy?
While you’re sheltering in place, this would be a good time to 
review your will and estate plans. If you haven’t already done so, 
consider providing a legacy gift to Trinity from your assets. It’s 
easy to designate a bequest to the Trinity Endowment Fund in your 
will or living trust. Your foresight will help ensure the continued 
financial strength of the church, particularly its mission support for 
local, national, and international programs. 

If you have already established a bequest, please inform Bob Scott 
or Emily Duffus so that your intent is correctly understood. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated. 

If you wish to learn more about how to make a bequest to the 
Endowment Fund, contact Russ Hobbs or Lee Duffus. “Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way!
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 

Point of View & Viewing Point 
Some years ago a friend introduced me to a little book entitled “Mister God, This is Anna.”  

It is supposedly a true story of a little orphan girl found abandoned in the dock area of a British city 
and adopted by a dock worker.  Little Anna, in her youthful innocence, turns out to have a brilliant 
insight into the ways of God and “man.” 

She recognizes the distinction between a person’s opinion or “point of view,” and the place or 
“viewing point” from which that opinion comes. 

“Mister God” says Anna, knows both our point of view and our viewing point and is continually trying 
to get us humans to understand the difference and to continually reexamine our “‘point of 
view” (opinion)  in the light of our “viewing points.’ (prejudices). 

Since then, I have been continually instructed by Anna in my own life to reexamine my opinions (point 
of view)  and my prejudices (viewing points) from which they come.  I have also noticed how difficult 
it is to remain alert to this task in the midst of a deeply divided & polarized society. 

This “election year” we are all asked to express our “point of view” in the midst of highly polarized 
and politically entrenched  “viewing points.”.  Who will we chose to hold the reins of governing 
powers in our national, state and local governments?  

This is precisely where our religion and our politics should legitimately mix, with our religious values 
guiding our political discrimination & choices.   If Jesus is truly the Lord of our lives and consciences 
then our Christian guidelines are found in Jesus’s values of integrity, truth-telling, compassion, justice, 
humility, faithfulness, and above all love    

It is often difficult to do the work of honestly re-examining our points of view and our viewing points. 
Yet, perhaps in no other area of our lives is God’s call to this task more significant for the future of our 
society, for the lives of our children and our children’s children for  generations to come; and currently, 
for the work of bringing the Reign (Kingdom) of God on earth as it is in heaven. 

  

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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Trinity, we’re invited to take part in this timely study  
and discussion group!  Email Ellen to register: 

ellenhbauerle@gmail.com 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

SYLLABUS FOR THE CLASS: 
“BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR POLITICAL DECISION-MAKING” 

Monday Evenings 7:00-8:15 via Zoom 
September 14 – October 26, 2020 

Instructor: Kent A. Webber: kent@fpcsantarosa.org 
For those who don’t know me, I’m now “retired” but serving as a part-time 
Temporary Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Santa Rosa, having 
previously served congregations in Novato, Watsonville, and Santa Cruz.  I am a 
Religious Studies (B.A.) graduate of UC Santa Cruz, and received degrees (M. 
Div.) from Fuller Theological Seminary and (D. Min.) from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary.  One thing that attracted me to pastoral ministry was the 
necessity to become a lifelong student.  I love studying and teaching Scripture and 
discussing it with others! 

Purpose: To help Christians wrestle with biblical principles as they inform our 
political decision-making as voters.  While this topic will naturally attract 
controversy, our purpose will not be to side with a political party or candi-date.  
Instead, in light of our heritage as Reformed Christians, we will address this 
subject as those who believe Scripture is our authority for faith and practice.  This 
is an important task if we are to live out our confession of faith that Jesus is Lord - 
the master, owner, and ruler of every area of our lives. 

Resources: A Study Guide will be provided which will address the following topics 
from Holy Scripture, and when applicable, our Reformed Confessional (creedal) 
Heritage as Presbyterians:  

• The Political Implications of the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
• The Biblical Nature of Sin and Salvation  
• Creation Care 
• The Sanctity of Human Life as the Gift of God 
• The Prince of Peace and Problems of Violence and War 
• God’s Compassionate Concern for the Poor and Vulnerable 
• The Ongoing Challenge of Racial Prejudice 
• How Should Christians Relate to the Governing Authorities? 
• The Idolatrous Dangers of Nationalism and Totalitarianism
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Our work of peace and reconciliation is supported by gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering. 
These gifts also unite us with Presbyterian peacemakers across the country and the world who are 
active, not passive; who are doing, not waiting. 

25% of this Offering stays with individual congregations to support local peacemaking and 
reconciliation efforts and ministries.   

25% of this Offering will go to mid councils to join congregations in support of peacemaking 
throughout presbyteries and synods. 

50% of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians across 
the globe. 

We are the peacemakers. We are the Church, Together. 

When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 

Peace and Global Witness Offerings will be collected on October 4, World Communion Sunday. 
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Santa Cruz al Salvador University 
Scholarships
Despite the coronavirus pandemic, torrential rains & 
flooding, and very limited internet access, our 17 Santa 
Cruz al Salvador University Scholarship students have 
been able to complete & pass most of their classes.  We 
have 2 who hope to graduate this year and only one who 
has dropped out.  The University students are beginning 
to help the younger children in their communities since 
most of the younger ones do not have computer or 
internet access. The children get their lessons on Television with their teachers sending study guides via 
WhatsApp. 

Here are a few quotes from recent scholarship student letters to the board.  “Thanks to God & support you 
give us we are achieving our goals & purposes.”   

“I wish many successes for board of directors of Santa Cruz…since betting on the education of young 
people is… a great initiative because it changes the lives of people… especially that of families.”   

“Thank you for great opportunity to get my university degree.  The truth is, without this financial help, I 
would not have been able to get ahead in my educational development.  It gives me great pleasure to know 

that in the world there are people of a noble heart like the 
Santa Cruz Scholarship Committee since you are part of the 
great happiness that overwhelms me.” 

Because of the Pandemic we are unable to have our usual 
fundraising projects such as wine tasting, Shadowbrook 
Restaurant, etc.  Therefore we are requesting donations in 
an attempt to fund our University Scholarships.  We are 
committed to support current students through graduation 
and would like to add a few of this year’s new graduates.  
Like last year’s “Step By Step To Success” campaign we 
hope Trinity can again raise $4,000-5,000 for scholarships. 
Similar to our Wine Tasting Basket Raffle we have a Trinity 
Homemade Quilt Basket & a Picnic Basket that will each 
be given to one lucky donor.  For $50 or more donation you 
will be entered in the drawing.  Please send checks to 
Trinity at 420 Melrose Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95062.  Checks 
should be made to SC al Salvador or Trinity Presbyterian 
Church and marked for El Salvador University 
Scholarships. You may also donate on line at 
www.trinitypressc.org.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1
 

2 3
Office Open  
10am-2pm

Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

4 5

6 7
1st Monday 
Book Club 7pm

8

Admin 4:30 p.m.
Session  5:30 p.m.

9 10
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

Office Open  
10am-2pm

11 12

13 14 15

Newsletter 
Deadline 

16 17
WCE 10:30am
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m

Office Open  
10am-2pm

18 19

20 21
3rd Monday 
Book Club
7:00 p.m.

22 23 24
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

Office Open  
10am-2pm

25 26

27 28 29 30
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

Just For Grins submitted by Jeanne Baker
A minister was completing a temperance sermon. With great 
emphasis he said, 'If I had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and 
pour it into the river.’  With even greater emphasis he said, ‘And if I 
had all the wine in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river.’   
And then finally, shaking his fist in the air, he said, ‘And if I had all 
the whiskey in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river!’  
Sermon complete, he sat down. The song leader stood very cautiously 
and announced with a smile, nearly laughing, ‘For our closing song, 
let us sing Hymn #365, ‘Shall We Gather at the River.’


