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WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness — That 
to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any 
form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, 
laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient Causes; and 
accordingly all Experience hath shown, that Mankind are more disposed 
to suffer, while Evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed.   From the Declaration of Independence 

Only on the 4th do we celebrate the Continental Congress’s move to 
declare independence. Two days later they came out with the Declaration 
of Independence. I have quoted it in part above.  

This is a radical document. These are radical times, this Fourth of July 
will be unlike any other in our collective memory.  With the continuing 
Covid crisis (and yes, I am a charter member of the Covid Coward’s 
club), the economic inequities, and the renaissance of Black Lives 
Matter, our country is being shaken to its roots. The Declaration 
acknowledges that we are disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable. 
Right now people are taking a stand against evil in all its forms. Paul 
said  ‘Where sin abounds, grace abounds more.”  As Christians we can 
be optimists in very dark times, as too were the framers of our 
constitution. Now that is patriotism at its best. 

Warmly, Pastor Larry 
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Report of Session Meeting of June 9, 2020
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, Chad Bell, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Jeff Lawton, 
Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Larry Vilardo, Moderator. 
A quorum being present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. with prayer.  

Reflection:  Session read and discussed Romans 5: 1-11. 

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of May 12, 2020 were approved subject to 
the following corrections, Jeanne Baker requested acknowledgement of the following members of her 
mask making crew which were left out of the May Session minutes: Jane DeVette, Jolynn Carrington, 
Kathy Willott, Marie Imai, and Emily Duffus. “Each of these wonderful ladies sewed masks for our 
congregation, our homeless, our families, and our community.  And I would really like everyone to get 
recognized for their wonderful efforts.”  M/S/P 

General Assembly is June 19, 26, and 27 will be held by Zoom this year. 
Presbytery Meetings:  Saturday, September 19, 2020;  Saturday, November 21, 2020 

Pastor’s Report:  Larry continues to make phone calls to church members.  He indicated this is a 
good time for finding people at home who are willing to talk. Larry encouraged everyone to make 
phone calls during this pandemic. 

Personnel:  Debbie will work with Lucy and Jana to determine their vacation schedules.  Lucy has 
cleaned all of the windows and screens in the Fellowship building and will move on to the windows of 
the other buildings. 

Safe Church:  Everyone except Chuck Cobery has received the email with the link for this training. 

Deacons:  Deacons had a good meeting this past Saturday. The Deacons have been diligent in trying 
to keep up with everyone during the pandemic. 

Pastor Nominating Committee:  The committee has settled on their candidate to be Trinity’s pastor, 
Katheryn McGinnis, about whom they are very excited. The committee shared their experience with 
and observations regarding Katheryn and her biography. Session expressed its excitement about PNC’s 
work and the candidate they have selected. Session agreed to have Katheryn preach on July 12, and 
have the congregational meeting and vote at 11:00 AM, on July 19. The committee will announce the 
candidate by video this coming Sunday, June 14.  And, Session approved the full time pastor Terms of 
Call for Katheryn as shown:  M/S/P  
Salary       $40,900 
Manse/Housing Allowance    $45,000 
Effective Salary    $85,900 
Effective Salary         $85,900 
Benefits (37% of Effective Salary)             31,783 
Automobile Allowance             2,300 
Study Leave Allowance            1,000 
Discretionary Allowance               600 
Total Compensation       $121,583 
 Vacation:  Four weeks  Study Leave:  Two weeks 
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Administration:  Session reviewed the budget. Trinity continues to be in good financial condition, 
our income is down, spending is also down. Trinity received $22,000 from the Payroll Protection 
Program to cover church salaries for 8 weeks. Session accepted the budget report.  M/S/P 

The administration committee is working on repairs to the Narthex ceiling, the steeple, and possibly 
installing a water cooler to replace the fountain in the Sanctuary building hallway. 

The cameras being used to monitor the grounds have been working successfully.  Chuck Cobery 
continues to do a good job keeping an eye on the church security. 

Mission:  The Mission Committee met on Friday, May 15th at 2:00 p.m. by Zoom. Santa Cruz al 
Salvador continues to make progress on the latrines.  Ten have been built recently for a total of 40, 
with 40 more to be constructed. These are nice latrines made of cinderblocks and should last for a long 
time. The group is also sending handwritten notes to the college students we are supporting. The 
committee is planning to put together a video summary of all the mission work we are supporting.  
Next meeting is June 19th at 2:00 p.m. 

Worship and Christian Education:  Sunday worship online continues in good shape, thanks to Ellen 
Bauerle for all her hard work. The Sunday Bible studies and Coffee Hours by Zoom have been 
successful and well attended. The weekday Bible Study online continues on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. 
The committee continues to plan future events. 

Old Business:  Session discussed re-opening the church for regular in-person services. Session 
selected a committee to study and manage our future opening. Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, and 
Richard Robinson agreed to be on the committee to develop a plan with recommendations.  Session 
voted to stay closed for regular in-person services through July.  M/S/P 

New Business;  Debbie Bates presented the Association of Faith Communities (AFC) communication 
asking if Trinity would be willing to change models for the Faith Community Sheltering (FCS) 
program from once a week, to a week at a time, or a month at a time. This will be presented and 
discussed at the next mission committee meeting.  

There being no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer at 7:05 p.m.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at 5:30p.m. by Zoom. 

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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July Birthdays
 2 Se Jin Oh 
 4 Amanda Bell 
 6 Sue Yeaney 
 7 Vickie Rutan 
 8 Glenn Joy 
11 Gary Edwards 
18  Chuck Cobery 
25 Richard Zakarian 
 Mary Martin 
27  Jane Ann Harper 

  July Anniversaries
7 Jeff & Patti Lawton 

August Birthdays
  2 Jean Bowerman 
  5 Charlene Barnes 
20 Kathleen Eschen-Pipes 
  Ray Luttrell 
23 Charlie May 
24 Fatima Miranda 
25 Katherine Macway 
27 Mark Pollard 

August Anniversaries 
10 Harry & Mary Blanchard 
22 Lee & Emily Duffus 
23 George & Elizabeth Bunch 
25 Cliff & Carolyn Brothers 
29 Darrell & Sue Yeaney 
31 Kostas & Lenore Spalaris 
  Meg and Bob Avary 

If you don’t see your special 
date listed, please call the 

church office, at 831-423-8995 
and let us know! 

Update from the PNC
The PNC has selected a candidate for full-time 
pastor, Katheryn Anne McGinnis. Please see letter 
of June 14, a copy of which is included in this 
newsletter, for information about the PNC’s 
process and about Katheryn.  
Mark these important dates on your calendar: 
July 12 — Katheryn will plan and lead our 
online worship service. 
July 19 — 11:00 am.  Congregational meeting 
to vote on terms of call. Please watch for more 
information and the Zoom link. 

Book Club
Book Club will meet via Zoom through the summer 
months. Join us every 3rd Monday evening at 
7pm.  Zoom links will be emailed prior to the 
meeting. Contact the church office if you would 
like to join for the first time.    

July: Meet Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson  
August: Mind and Matter - a Life in Math and 
Football by John Urschel 
September:  A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier   
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June 2020 

To our Trinity Family, 

Your Pastor Nominating Committee is pleased and excited to 
present Katheryn Anne McGinnis as our candidate for full-time 
pastor. The call has been approved by Session and the Presbytery 
Committee on Ministry. 

Your elected PNC -- Jeanne Baker, Ellen Bauerle, George Bunch, 
Lee Duffus, and Kathy Willott -- started its work in August 2018 by 
taking input from the congregation to write a Ministry Information 
Form (MIF). This document included information about our church 
history, character, strengths, and aspirations as well as information 
about our community. The MIF was approved by Session and 
Presbytery the following August, and our search for Trinity’s next 
pastor began. 

In August 2019 we started receiving Personal Information Forms 
(resumes). We studied and prayed about 160 of these, selecting some 
to pursue. We listened to, watched and read many online sermons, pondered statements of faith, spoke 
by phone, and  finally met in person (or by Zoom) with four candidates. By April we were meeting 
and continuing our work only online and have become experts at Zooming. 

We now unanimously present to you our candidate, Katheryn McGinnis. 

Born and raised in Hickory, North Carolina, Katheryn grew up in the PC(USA). She was baptized by 
her grandfather, a PC(USA) minister, in the same church where her family and she are still members 
today. She holds a bachelor’s degree in religious studies from Lenoir-Rhyne University and a Master 
of Divinity degree from Princeton Theological Seminary. While at Princeton she received the The 
George E. Sweazey Award for Excellence in Homiletics and was named an Apollos Scholar through 
the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation. She is also an alumna of our denomination’s Young 
Adult Volunteer (YAV) program, serving in the Philippines right after college. During her time at 
Princeton, Katheryn gained experience working in urban ministry, hospital chaplaincy, and mental 
health chaplaincy. She is passionate about the church being the children of God both gathered together 
in the sanctuary on Sunday morning and active in the community and greater world every day of the 
week, bearing witness to Christ’s love, grace, and thirst for justice. Katheryn loves to spend time in 
creation, where God’s glory echoes across the mountaintops. She is an avid backpacker, traveler, 
foodie, comedy lover, and Netflix-watcher. 

In getting to know Katheryn, we spent two days with her here in Santa Cruz doing our best to observe 
the social distancing rules. During this visit Katheryn planned an entire worship service and preached 
a sermon in the sanctuary. Again, we were impressed with the quality and thoughtfulness of her 
sermon and her relaxed and mature delivery style. We asked that she present a Bible Study lesson to 
the committee. Here she showed imagination. Realizing that our congregation is made up of many 
senior citizens, some of whom have difficulty getting to church, we asked Katheryn to do a pastoral 
visit.    (continued on next page)  

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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(continued from previous page)  
She went to Jeanne’s house where they chatted on the front porch, a meaningful and enjoyable visit 
which increased our confidence that her pastoral gifts will be effective with members of all ages.. We 
enjoyed outdoor meals together and delighted in friendly and easy conversation. 

We have made our recommendation, but there are still a few more steps in the true Presbyterian 
“decent and orderly” process. Katheryn will plan and preach at our online worship service for July 12. 
The Session has called a special congregational meeting for the following Sunday, July 19, when 
members will vote on the terms of call. Please watch for more information regarding this 
congregational meeting and for the Zoom link. After approval by the congregation, Katheryn will be 
examined by San Jose Presbytery. If approved by our Presbytery, Katheryn plans to be ordained by 
her home Presbytery (Western North Carolina), in her home church. At this point she may take up 
duties as our pastor. The last step will be her installation here at Trinity when we can, we hope, gather 
again in the sanctuary. 

This has been a long process, and the committee wishes to express gratitude to the members of the 
Trinity family for their continued prayers, encouragement, and trust. A special thanks is extended to 
Rev. Larry Vilardo for providing a stable and secure bridge between Evie and Katheryn. 

In hope and joy, 

Kathy Willott, chair 
Jeanne Baker 
Ellen Bauerle 
George Bunch 
Lee Duffus 
Martha Wills, COM liaison 

Things That Make Us Smile
Glenn Joy has six linoleum prints of trees in an online exhibition at the 
Resource Center for Non-violence. See items 20-25 in the lower section 
(not the slideshow). 
https://rcnv.org/programs/rcnv-exhibits-the-art-of-nonviolence/ 

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 
“Two Step Justice” 

“I can’t breathe,”  “Black Lives Matter,” “Defund the Police.”   

These brief slogans emerging in the protest movement across America express sharply, if inadequately, 
the Christian, biblical, and ethical call for social justice. 

The current national and worldwide uprising with all of its imperfections, can be understood by 
Christians as God’s call for human justice and righteousness in the way we seek “law and order” in our 
human society. 

In the biblical story of Jesus‘s encounter with the “rich young ruler” seeking “eternal life,” Jesus, 
recognizing his true piety and sincerity, called him to (1) throw off the chains of avarice and greed that 
had guided his life of “success” and to (2) follow the way of empathy, compassion, truth and  justice – 
Jesus’ way. 

Achieving a “just world” requires individual persons who are willing to give up their social and 
economic privileges and also willing to work together as necessary, to achieve justice for others who 
have been less privileged, just as Jesus had compassion on the poor and “down-trodden” and gave his 
life for them. 

Following Jesus means: (1) waking up to the corrupting influence of power and wealth; and (2) banding 
together to achieve equal opportunity and justice for all of God’s people. 

This is “two step justice:” giving up the personal privilege of “Whiteness” and working  - taking action- 
for those, especially people of color, denied access to justice and equal opportunity. 

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

Faith, Ethics, and Social Concerns 
Forum
The forum discussing Voter Rights, which was previously 
scheduled for sometime in July, has been postponed until 
we can meet in person. Thank you for your understanding.         

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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Santa Cruz al Salvador Survival 
2020 so far has been a tough year.  In El Salvador, they are going  
through the same kinds of things we are with the Covid-19 
pandemic and economic disaster due to some of the strictest 
stay at home policies in the Americas. For at least 30 days the 
government shut down all public transportation and police have been picking up  
anyone without an acceptable reason to be out. Many could not eat without going  
out to try to work. The human rights commission has received more than 2000 
accusations of human rights violations from people who were thrown into  
Quarantine Centers with poor conditions and some were infected with the virus there. Recently they are 
loosening restrictions and Covid-19 cases continue to rise though still just over 5000 confirmed cases and 
107 deaths as of June 23. Tropical storm Amanda pummeled El Salvador at the end of May with at least 
15 deaths, hundreds of houses washed away as well as bridges, roads, schools and crops destroyed. This 
on top of the already serious criminal gang problem. 

El Salvador lacks the resources to cope with these disasters. Though there has been some extra 
government assistance, the Lutheran Church in El Salvador reports there has been an increase in the 
numbers of people living in extreme poverty due to job losses in many of the most vulnerable families. 
The Lutheran church, with help from donations, is distributing basic food packages and sanitation kits to 
needy families.  

Santa Cruz al Salvador supports 120 “Prayer” children form K – high school. It is reported that older 
students are able to receive weekly homework assignments. Students can turn in their assignments 
through their phones and meet at least weekly with their teachers. I’m not sure how this is working with 
younger students or students without cellphones. And cellphone service appears to be worse due to the 
increased demand on the already inadequate service. 

Our 17 university scholarship students are having a tougher time due to the lack of internet service and 
poor cell service. One student I’ve communicated with, Anita, says that she has to go outside and search 
for a place that she can get a good enough signal to connect with her virtual classes or turn in 
assignments.  Hopefully, now that things are loosening up a bit, they may be able to travel to a location 
with internet or better cell service in order to keep up with their studies until schools are able to open. 

It is a challenging year for fundraising for Santa Cruz al Salvador as we have not been able to have any of 
our usual fundraising events. We decided that Survival would be our theme or focus for 2020. 
Fortunately, we fund a year in advance so we have until the end of the year to try to raise the $20,000 that 
we will need for the 2021 university scholarships and housing.  We hope that you will continue to keep 
these students in your thoughts & prayers and if able give a donation to help continue their support.  
Designate “University Scholarships” & donate online at SantaCruzalSalvador.org or mail a check written 
to SCaS to Trinity church office. With all the other problems they have to deal with, we are committed to 
making sure our students do not need to worry about losing their scholarship. Your help is greatly 
appreciated!

Adapted by George Bunch from an article by Steve Barrett, SC al Salvador Secretary

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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A Personal Note from Pastor Larry 
We will soon be having a new installed Pastor at Trinity, Katheryn McGinnis. You can read more about 
this outstanding candidate and the process of transition in other places in this Newsletter.  
I wish to comment that I am extremely pleased. I have a stake in Trinity’s future and I believe that with 
Katheryn as the Pastor the future is bright, for her and Trinity.  Lorraine and I came a few years ago and 
became part of Trinity’s family while Evie was still here. I moved from the pew to the pulpit after Evie 
left. I enjoyed, no, loved, both roles. After Katheryn takes the helm I will return to the pew. According to 
Presbytery policy, and for good practical reasons, I will take some time away. But Trinity is our church, 

we have “planted our flag here” and will return when the Lord’s timing 
and Katheryn’s leadership allows.  
      Warmly,  Pastor Larry 

I Love Words! (contributed by Joanne Clever)  
PRESBYTERIAN: When you rearrange the letters:  BEST IN PRAYER 

ASTRONOMER:  When you rearrange the letters:  MOON STARER 

DESPERATION:  When you rearrange the letters:  A ROPE ENDS IT 

THE EYES:  When you rearrange the letters:  THEY SEE 

GEORGE BUSH: When you rearrange the letters:  HE BUGS GORE 

THE MORSE CODE:  When you rearrange the letters:  HERE COME DOTS 

DORMITORY:  When you rearrange the letters:  DIRTY ROOM 

SLOT MACHINES:  When you rearrange the letters:  CASH LOST IN ME 

ELECTION RESULTS:  When you rearrange the letters:  LIES - LET'S RECOUNT 

SNOOZE ALARMS:  When you rearrange the letters:  ALAS!  NO MORE Z'S 

A DECIMAL POINT:  When you rearrange the letters:  I'M  A DOT IN PLACE 

THE EARTHQUAKES:  When you rearrange the letters: THAT QUEER SHAKE 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO:  When you rearrange the letters: TWELVE PLUS ONE

T R I N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

3 4

5
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

6
First Monday
Book Club 
7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

7 8 9
First Alarm
Fire Inspection
8am-5pm

Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

10 11

12
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class
9:00am 
Niner’s Class 
Worship Service
Online w/ 
Katheryn
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

13 14
Session 5:30pm
Via Zoom

15 16
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

17
Mission 
2:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

18
Deacons
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

19
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am 
Congregational 
Meeting  via 
Zoom

20
3rd Monday 
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Via Zoom

21 22 23
WCE 
10:30 via Zoom

Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

24 25

26
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

27 28 29 30
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

31
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

3
First Monday
Book Club 
7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

4 5 6
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

7 8

9
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

10 11
Administration 
4:30pm  Zoom

Session 5:30pm
Via Zoom

12
.

13
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

14 15

16
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

17
3rd Monday 
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Via Zoom

18
September
Newsletter 
Deadline 

19 20
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

21 22

23
9:00 am 
Lectionary Class 
via Zoom 
9:00am 
Niner’s Class  
via Zoom 
Worship Service
Online
11:00am  Coffee 
Hour via Zoom

24 25 26 27
Bible Study
1:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

28 29

30 all via Zoom
9:00 Lectionary
9:00 Niner’s
11:00  Coffee 
Hour

31
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!


